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STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT

Road Branch Elementary & Middle School Eighth 
Grade Students, left, Lindsey Paynter and right, Calista 
Bachert recently visited the West Virginia State Capitol 
to participate in Youth in Government.  The students 
learned about how the state government works. See more 
student highlights inside on Page 6! 

By Charles Boothe, 
Bluefield Daily Telegraph

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — 
State residents may see some 
relief in how often they need to 
get their vehicles inspected.

After many previous attempts 
to change the requirement to 
get an inspection sticker each 
year, a bill is advancing to have 
inspections once every two years.

Senate Bill 254 was on its first 
reading Wednesday.

The bill says that the 
“Superintendent of the West 
Virginia State Police shall 
require that every motor vehicle, 
trailer, semitrailer, and pole 
trailer registered in this state be 
inspected once every two years 
and that an official certificate 
of inspection and approval be 
obtained for each vehicle.”

Another change is that a fee 
of no more than $19 may be 
charged for an inspection and any 
necessary headlight adjustment 
to proper focus. That is up from 
$14.

The fee an inspection station 
pays to a State Police account 
as part of that charge would be 
increased from $3 to $6.

Funds in that account are 
used for “administration and 
enforcement of the provisions of 
this article and for the purchase of 
vehicles, equipment for vehicles, 
and maintenance of vehicles.”

Both state Sen. Chandler 
Swope, R-6th District, and 
House Majority Whip Del. Marty 
Gearheart, R-Mercer, said they 
support the bill and will vote for 
it.

West Virginia is one of only 
11 states that require an annual 

Senate Bill Would Change 
Frequency of West Virginia 
Vehicle Inspections

inspection of passenger vehicles. 
Four other states require a 
biennial (every two years) 
inspection and 37 states do not 
require an inspection but some 
have a few exceptions.

Several previous attempts in 
the Legislature to either eliminate 
the inspection or change the 
frequency have failed.

Two years ago, a Senate bill to 
eliminate the annual inspection 
all together failed to advance.

Although it generally was 
supported by legislators, some 
organizations and business 
owners expressed opposition.

Local businessman Tom Estep, 
owner of Estep Tire & Auto 
Center in Bluefield, said in a 
previous story the store has been 
doing inspections for more than 
30 years he has been in business 
and he thinks they are needed.

“I don’t understand the purpose 
of it (changing the frequency 
of inspections),” he said. “My 
question is, why? What is the 
justification?”

Estep said it’s a matter of 
safety, especially now with so 
many older vehicles on the road 
that may have issues impacting 
the safety of other motorists.

“Without an inspection they 
won’t get it fixed,’ he said.

Estep said it’s also a matter of 
the state losing tax revenue, not 
only from the inspections but 
also from related repairs that may 
otherwise not get done.

The auto repair industry in 
Virginia and West Virginia are 
also opposed to the inspection 
change.

According to the American 
Consumer Institute Center 

for Citizen Research, when 
researchers dig into the data, 
“they consistently fail to find 
any significant reduction 
in motor vehicle injuries or 
fatalities in states that have 
mandatory inspections. In 2015, 
the Government Accountability 
Office, Congress’s nonpartisan 
watchdog, found that the existing 
research “has generally been 
unable to establish any causal 
relationship’ between inspection 
requirements and crash rates.”

The center said on its website 
that most state laws that require 
regular safety inspections for 
passenger vehicles were passed 
more than 75 years ago, at a time 
when motor vehicle fatalities per 
mile traveled were about eight 
times higher than in the 21st 
century and vehicles lacked many 
of the safety features vehicle 
have today.

The report also said whether 
a state requires an annual 
inspection has no impact on car 
insurance rates.

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration research 
shows that only 2 percent of 
crashes are related to some sort 
of mechanical failure or defect, 
but no data was available to 
show how many of those failures 
or defects would have been 
corrected by an inspection.

According to the safety 
administration, there were no 
detailed inspections of vehicles 
during the on-scene crash 
investigation and the vehicle-
related critical reasons were 
“mainly inferred through external 
visual inspection of the vehicle 
components.”

WELCH, W.Va. - Acclaimed 
historian and author Dr. William 
(Bill) H. Turner, author of The 
Harlan Renaissance: Stories of 
Black Life in Appalachian Coal 
Towns will give a presentation 
at the Jack Caffrey Arts and 
Cultural Center on Monday, 
February 6th, 2023 starting at 
6:00 p.m.Dr. Turner, the fifth 
of ten children, was born in 
1946 in the coal town of Lynch, 
Kentucky, in Harlan County. 
His grandfathers, father, four 
uncles and older brother were 
coal miners.

Bill has spent his professional 
career studying and working 
on behalf of marginalized 
communities, helping them 
create opportunities in the larger 
world while not abandoning 
their important cultural ties. He 
is best-known for his ground-
breaking research on African-
American communities in 
Appalachia, but Bill’s work is 

Black History Month: 
Dr. William H. Turner 
to Visit Welch’s JCACC

universal. As an academic and 
a consultant, he has studied 
economic systems and social 
structures in the urban South and 
burgeoning Latino communities 
in the Southwest. 

What he strives for on 
behalf of his clients and their 
communities is what we all 
want: prosperity, understanding 
and respect.

The event is free of charge 
and will feature remarks from 
the author, a book signing and 
refreshments for the audience. 

Today, Bill and his wife, 
Vivian – the retired President of 
the R.J. Reynolds Foundation in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. – live near 
their children and grandchildren 
in Houston.

While in West Virginia, Dr. 
Turner will also visit New 
River Community College and 
Bluefield State University as 
part of their 2023 Black History 
Month events. 

By Autumn Shelton, 
WV Press Association

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 
The state’s 86th Legislature 
has the unique opportunity to 
improve the state’s workforce 
participation rate by investing 
in those who will always call 
West Virginia home, according 
to the Rev. Matthew J. Watts, 
who testified during the Senate 
Workforce Committee meeting 
on Friday. 

“You, the legislators, have 
the opportunity to change the 
trajectory of the state of West 
Virginia,” Watts stated, later 
adding, “You have the power 
of the purse.” 

He explained that following 
the pandemic over $5 billion in 
federal funds has been given to 
the state, and that, in addition 
to federal funding, the state 
has also achieved a record-
breaking surplus. 

Watts said it is up to the 
legislators to decide how that 
money should be invested, but 
he believes that at least $300 
million should now be directed 
to communities that struggle 
with high poverty. 

“That money would have 
to be invested strategically 
in projects that improve 
housing, health, workforce, 
economic and social service 
coordination,” Watts said. “If 
we don’t do that, then we are not 
going to build the communities 
where these people live.”

During his testimony, Watts 
said that he is no stranger when 
it comes to helping the state’s 
residents achieve a brighter 
future. He serves as the 
pastor of Charleston’s Grace 
Bible Church, has the longest 
tenureship on the state’s 
Workforce Development 
Board, and he established the 
Hope Community Development 
Corporation, a non-profit 

Rev. Watts Calls for $300 Million 
State Investment in Communities 
Struggling With High Poverty

designed to empower those 
who live in Charleston’s west 
side. 

He said that through his 
work, he has identified eight 
factors that lead to the state’s 
low workforce participation 
rate –  currently the lowest in 
the nation at 55%, while the 
national average sits at 62%.

Those eight factors include: 
The state’s older workforce, 
the high rate of unhealthy 
residents (including those with 
disabilities and those impacted 
by the opioid epidemic), high 
outward migration, the high 
number of those who have been 
convicted of a felony (about 
125,000-150,000), the low 
rates of women and minorities 
in the workforce, the high 
school education crisis, the 
impact of the juvenile justice 
system, and the low rates of 
residents entering a school of 
higher education. 

Although Watts said that 
financially investing in 
communities is one way to 
help improve future workforce 
outcomes, he also proposed 
other ideas for the Legislature’s 
consideration. 

“A bill should be passed that 
no child should graduate from 
high school without a career 
plan,” Watts suggested. “How 
are we going to fund to send 
somebody to school for 14 
years, and then they graduate 
from high school and don’t 
have a clue what they are 
going to do the next day? But, 
that’s what we do. There’s no 
requirement that a child has a 
career plan when they graduate 
from high school.” 

He also suggested that the 
state expand summer job 
programs, and develop a 
pilot program to improve job 
training opportunities to at-
risk youth who have either left 

school, aged out of a juvenile 
facility, or aged out of foster 
care. 

“There are somewhere 
between 50,000 to 60,000 
disconnected youth out of 
school – not working,” Watts 
noted. “Twenty-three percent of 
those have already procreated, 
and guess who is paying for 
them? We have to target that 
population with specific targets 
– trying to reconnect them to 
the education system through 
the system of WorkforceWV’s 
one-stop center – to get those 
kids reconnected, reassessed 
in terms of where they are to 
see if we can get them enrolled 
in some program to get a GED 
or high school equivalency 
and get them some type of 
job training that can lead to 
employment.” 

Lastly, he said the state needs 
to focus on student scholars 
so they stay in West Virginia 
following graduation. “Let’s 
create a robust internship 
program for all these kids that 
are in HSTA, Promise Scholars, 
Upward Bound students. Let’s 
try to get them connected with 
employers during the summer 
for summer internships so that 

(continued on Page 5)
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FLOYD LEE WOODSON
Floyd Lee Woodson, 63, of 

Bud, passed away on Sunday, 
January 1, 2023. 

Born February 27, 1959 at 
Jane Lew, he was the son of 
the late Robert and Ruhama 
Effie (Rohrbough) Woodson. 

In addition to his parents, 
he is also preceded in death 
by his brother, Robert Roland 

Turning The 
Pages

By: Paige Cline

Some names came up 
in last week's column that 
were only paragraphs and 
so many words. As I wrote 
their names, I began to re-
call more of the details of 
their lives, at least the parts 
that I knew about. 

One of the favorites 
around town was Little 
Bob Cook. Indeed, he was 
a man small in stature but 
that was the only way the 
little part applied. In many 
of our eyes, he was a big 
man. A very big man. 

Little Bob was a regular 
around town and, like many 
of the fellows who spent 
their youth in a foxhole or 
worse, he found escape in 
some measure in spirits. He 
never bothered anyone and 
seldom, if ever, spoke of 
the war. 

At the end of the war, Bob 
was liberated from a Ger-
man concentration camp 
where he was subjected 
to untold misery. Thank 
goodness that most of us 
had families that made sure 
that we knew about guys 
like Little Bob and showed 
him the respect that he de-
served. 

Men like Bob Cook were 
liberated from the inhuman 
treatment of concentra-
tion camps, but they were 
never completely liberated 
from the memories of pain 
and sacrifice that they were 
forced to endure. People do 
not like to acknowledge a 
debt, but surely everyone 
who breathes the free air 
of this country owes Lit-
tle Bob Cook and men like 
him. 

To me, a guy called "Lit-
tle" was a giant. 

It is amazing to find how 
many folks leave the place 
of their childhood and af-
ter fifty years or more still 
think of it as home. 

I received a letter from 
Margaret Lindsay Steven-
son the other day regard-
ing the column which re-
called her family's time in 
Pineville. She was very 
complimentary of the writ-
ing, but the great thing 
about her letter was the way 
she still recalls the place of 
her youth. 

I think that the best way to 
convey her thoughts would 
be to let you read her own 
words. She writes: "Read-
ing your column transports 
me back to a simpler, gen-
tler time. In my mind's 
eye, I am able to walk the 
streets of Pineville, the rail-
road tracks, the banks of the 
Guyandotte and hike the 
hills of Rich Creek. What 
a grand place to grow up. 
And, on top of that, what 
a defining time! Lessons 
learned during the depres-
sion and the war years have 
a way of sticking with you 
and serving you well. " 

"I cherish the memories of 
when and where I grew up. 
Looking back, it seems that 
every person in town was 
an unforgettable personali-
ty. And we had a river and 
a creek and, to be sure, the 
most beautiful court house 
in he country. It seems to 
me we had it all. I sure hope 
it hasn't changed." 

I couldn't have said it bet-
ter myself. 

E-mail sportspaige@
webtv.net

Woodson; and one sister, Lor-
raine Small. 

Those left to cherish his 
memory include his son, Shane 
Ellis; four sisters, Adalene Al-
len, Noreene Heater, Jerene 
Sprouse, and Marlene An-
dregg; and five brothers, Law-
rence "Woody" Woodson, 
Wayne Woodson, Gordon 
Woodson, Phillip Woodson, 
and Dewayne Woodson. 

In keeping with his wishes, 
he will be cremated, and a me-
morial service will be held in 
the spring. 

Online condolences may 
be expressed to the family at 
www.tankersleyfh.com

The family of Floyd Wood-
son is being cared for by 
Tankersley Funeral Home, 
Mullens.

BRENDA CAROL LESTER
Brenda Carol Lester, 69, of Ha-

nover, WV, passed peacefully in 
her sleep on Friday, January 13, 
2023 at CAMC Memorial Hos-
pital, Charleston, WV. She was 
born on December 17, 1953 in 
Iaeger, WV a daughter of the late 
Nathan and Marie Walker Lester. 

Brenda is a member of the 
Steels Friendly Neighborhood 
Club and a 1973 graduate of Bai-
leysville High School. She was a 
very caring and loving individu-
al. She loved to attend street fairs, 
craft shows, and her swim class 
at the Larry Joe Harless Center. 
Brenda never met a stranger and 
was always willing to drum up a 
conversation with anyone. She 
use to enjoy traveling around 
with her late husband and daugh-
ter to bluegrass shows and loved 
watching them dance. She loved 
her pets Prissy and Sheba and 
loved spending time with her 
family. 

In addition to her parents she is 
preceded in death by her beloved 
husband of 36 years Delmas "Bo" 
Lester, a sister Betty Lou Lester 
Stafford, niece Cheryl Rae Staf-
ford, and infant brother Paul Les-
ter. 

Those left to cherish her mem-
ory include her daughter Melissa 
Lester Owens and husband Don, 
grandchildren Cassi Owens, 
Morgan Owens, Baleigh "Boo" 
Owens, Marcus Owens and wife 
Raven and Steven Owens and 
wife Jessie, great grandchildren 
Brytan and Beckham Owens, 
brothers Kermit Charles Lester 
and Teddy Lester and wife Drea-
ma, sisters Virginia Mae Lester 
and husband Denverd, JoAnn 
Lester and Stephanie Hatfield, 
special aunt Rita Laden and hus-
band Steve, and a host of nieces, 
nephews, great nieces and great 
nephews that she cherished very 
much. 

A celebration of Brenda’s life 
will be held at 1 pm on Satur-
day, January 21st at the Pad Fork 
Freewill Baptist Church, Ha-
nover, WV with Pastor Dennis 
Lester and Rev. Gary Walker of-
ficiating. She will be laid to rest 
in the Lester Family Section of 
Joe Point Cemetery, Hanover, 
WV. Friends may gather with the 
family from 11 am until time of 
service on Saturday at the church. 
Pallbearers will be special neph-
ews Casey Lester, Cody Lester, 
Willie Lester, A.J. Lester, Noah 
Lester, and her grandchildren 
Marcus Owens, Cassi Owens, 
Morgan Owens and Baleigh 
“Boo” Owens. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home.

JOHN DAVID EMERY, JR. 
John David Emery, Jr., 48, of 

Hanover, WV, passed away on 
Friday, January 13, 2023. He was 
born on March 14, 1974 in Corpus 
Christi, TX a son of the late John 
David and Shirley Ray Miller Emery. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents. 

Survivors include a son Austin 
Musser of Rockview, a sister Robin 
Rainwater, and a host of other loving 
family and friends. 

In keeping with his wishes he will 
be cremated. 

The family is being served by the 
Stafford Family Funeral Home.

DANA AARON FATONY
Dana Aaron Fatony, 37 of 

Oceana, WV, passed away on 
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 at 
Logan Regional Medical Center, 
Logan, WV with recent heart 
issues. 

He was born June 29, 1985 in 
Beckley, WV a son of Rick and 
Trish Brown Fatony of Oceana. 

Dana lit up every room he 
walked in to, he never met 
a stranger and would drop 
everything to help anyone in 
need. His smile and laugh was 
contagious, but most of all he 
loved his boys & family more 
than life itself. Dana loved to 
do anything that had to do with 
the outdoors, his favorite place 
to be was on top of a mountain 
watching the sunset. Dana 
enjoyed the simple things in 
life and he enjoyed it to the 
fullest. He will be forever greatly 
missed, but his legacy will live on 

through his boys and his family’s 
memories. 

He is preceded in death by his 
grandparents Jim & Berniece 
Fatony and Arnold Brown. 

In addition to his parents 
those left to cherish his memory 
include his two sons, Dallas & 
Eli Fatony of Oceana, his sister 
Jessi (Luke) Stepp of Oceana, 
grandmother Doris Brown of 
Oceana, nieces Kenzie, Cadence 
and Taylor Stepp of Oceana 
and a host of uncles, aunts, 
cousins and many great friends. 
Arrangements are incomplete at 
this time. Pallbearers will be Alex 
Allen, Terry Browning, John 
Cook, Brian Cline, Ryan Rowe 
and Garrett Prichard. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home.

DENISE ANN 
SANDAU MORGAN

Denise Ann Sandau Morgan, 
64, of Long Branch, WV, passed 
away on Monday, January 23, 
2023 at her home. She was born 
on May 17, 1958 in Northville, 
MI a daughter of Doris Jean 
Hafner Sandau of Michigan and 
the late George Henry Sandau. 

In addition to her father she 
is preceded in death by her 
grandparents George Sandau and 
Bermina Hafner. 

In addition to her mother 
survivors include her four 
daughters Leann Mae Morgan of 
Pineville, Amanda Jean (Dustin) 
Morgan-Justice of Pineville, 
Adrienne Nicole (Joey J. Cline) 
Morgan of Long Branch and 
Linda (Timmy) Clay of Lynco, 
a son Daniel Earnest (Terri 
Birchfield) Morgan of Oceana, 
siblings Bobby (Lisa) Sandau, 
Lynda (Mark) Kastle, Mike 
(Lane) Sandau and Patrick 
Sandau, six grandchildren 
Destiny (Austin) Atwell, Summer 
Lafferty, Tyler Lester, Harley 
Cline, Skylar Cline and Patience 
J. Justice, a great grandchild 
due in August 2023, her former 
husband Earnest Lee Morgan and 
a host of other loving family and 
friends. 

Funeral service will be held at 
1 pm on Sunday, January 29th at 
the Upper Room in Jesus Name 
Church, Simon, WV. She will be 
laid to rest in Sandau Cemetery, 
Long Branch Mountain, WV. 
Friends may gather with the 
family from 6-9 pm on Saturday, 
January 28th at the church. 
Pallbearers will be family and 
friends. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home.

JERRY EUGENE HAMBY
Jerry Eugene Hamby, 81, 

of Mullens, WV, passed away 
on Monday, January 23, 2023 
at Bowers Hospice House, 
Beckley, WV. He was born on 
February 4, 1941 in Mullens, 
WV a son of the late Clarence 
Hamby and Irene Daniels 
Bakke. 

In addition to his parents 
he is preceded in death by 
his siblings Charles, Shirley, 
James, Brenda, Sandra and 
Linda. 

Survivors include special 
family members Christie, 
Apollonia and Luca Turrisi, 
special friends Sam and 
Sharlene O’Neal, a sister 
Phyllis Redden of FL, and a 
host of other loving family 
and friends. 

In keeping with his wishes 
he will be cremated. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home.

RHONDA 
DARLENE JUSTICE

Rhonda Darlene Justice, 46, 
of Iaeger, WV, passed away 
on January 19, 2023 at Logan 
Regional Medical Center, Logan, 
WV. She was born on November 
1, 1976 in Welch, WV a daughter 
of Joan Darlene Toler Morgan of 
Hanover, WV and the late David 
Lee Short. 

In addition to her father she is 
preceded in death by a brother 
Steven Todd Short, a half-brother 
Jeffery Bronson Short and her 
step father Roger Dale Morgan. 

In addition to her mother 
survivors include her loving 
husband of 21 years Brian 
Keith Justice, three daughters 
Tamera Dezire (Preston) Bishop, 
Cheyenne Hope Justice and 
Aaliyah Nikitai Darlene Justice 
all of Hanover, a half-sister 
Melissa Ann (Andy) Lester 
of Indian Creek, a step-sister 
Neah Dalrae (Stanley) Bailey of 
Hanover, a brother Daniel Adams 
Short of Hanover, a step brother 
Chris Morgan of Beckley, a half-
brother Kevin Lee Short of NC, 
four grandchildren Kiara Izabella 
Bishop, Colton Dale Bishop, 
Zaylee Charisma Bishop and 
Waylon Sawyer Shumate, and a 
host of other loving family and 
friends. 

Funeral service will be held at 
1 pm on Saturday, January 28th 
at the Four Winds Tabernacle, 
Justice, WV with Rev. James 
Cline and Rev. Kenny Pool 
officiating. She will be laid to rest 
in Roberts Cemetery, Pad Fork, 
WV. Friends may gather with the 
family from 5-8 pm on Friday, 
January 27th at the church. 
Pallbearers will be Daniel Short, 
John Short, Trevor Short, Creg 
Short, Tyler Short, Mike Short, 
Preston Bishop and Keith Smith. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home.

RONALD HAYES LUSK
Ronald Hayes Lusk, 70, of 

Cyclone, WV, passed away on 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 
Logan Regional Medical Center, 
Logan, WV. He was born on 
June 16, 1952 in Oceana, WV, a 
son of the late Alfred Lacy and 
Shirley Mavis Lusk. Ronald was 
the last surviving member of his 
immediate family. 

In addition to his parents he is 
preceded in death by a brother 
Randall Lacy Lusk, a nephew 
Randall Thomas Stevens, special 
aunt Jackie Helmandollar, 
aunts Ella Jean Lusk and Arlie 
Lusk Heirs, uncles Lanta Lusk, 
Wendall Lusk, Buford Lusk, and 
all of the Arlie Lusk heirs. 

Survivors include his wife 
Barbara Bailey Lusk, a daughter 
Lori Jean Hileman Lusk of MI, 
an aunt Shirley (Rob) Harrison 
of Cyclone, uncle Wandall Lusk 
of Lusk, nephews Jeremy Lusk 
of Pennsboro and Jared Lusk 
of Mt. Lookout, great nephews 
and nieces, Rylee Copeland and 
Noah, Emitt, and Jane Lusk, a 
sister-in-law Katrina Lusk of 
Auburn, special cousins Carroll 
Jean (Ruby) Lusk of Cyclone and 
Leslee Lusk of Cyclone, and a 
host of other loving family and 
friends. 

In keep with his wishes he will 
be cremated. A memorial service 
will be held at 7 pm on Sunday, 
January 29th in the Chapel of 
Stafford Family Funeral Home, 
Lynco, WV, with Rev. Randall 
Bailey and Rev. Valdus Bailey 
officiating. Friends may gather 
with the family from 6 pm until 
time of service on Sunday at the 
funeral home. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home.
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FRENCH CREEK, W.Va. 
— More winter or early 
spring? French Creek Fred-
die, West Virginia’s unoffi-
cial weather-prognosticating 
groundhog, will make his pre-
diction at the State Wildlife 
Center on Thursday, Feb. 2.

This will be Freddie’s 46th 
Groundhog Day prediction at 
the West Virginia State Wild-
life Center in Frenchz Creek, 
located in Upshur County. The 
free event starts at 9:30 a.m. 
on Feb. 2 and will be open to 
the public and media outlets.

“We are very excited to see 
what Freddie predicts this 
year and to welcome all of 
our guests, many of whom 
make the trip to French Creek 
each February,” said Trevor 
Moore, a wildlife biologist 
at the Wildlife Center. “We 
have several special activities 
planned and hope to see folks 
and their families come out 
and enjoy a fun morning at the 
Wildlife Center.”

Those who wish to attend 
the Wildlife Center’s Ground-
hog Day activities should 
plan to arrive at the Wildlife 
Center amphitheater by 9:30 
a.m. Freddie will provide his 
weather forecast at 10 a.m. 
Following Freddie’s predic-
tion, guests can win prizes 
during the 10th annual Wood-
chuckin’ Contest. Additional 
activities include:

•Meet and greet with the 
French Creek Freddie mascot

•Music performed by the 
French Creek Elementary 
School Choir

•Free hot chocolate and 
cookies at the Gift Shop

•ProjectWild activity
In addition to these special 

activities, guests are invited 

French Creek 
Freddie’s 46th 
Groundhog Day

to tour the Wildlife Center at 
their leisure. For more infor-
mation, call 304-924-6211 
Monday through Friday be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
or visit WVdnr.gov/west-vir-
ginia-wildlife-center.

About the West Virginia 
State Wildlife Center

The West Virginia State 
Wildlife Center is a modern 
zoological facility operated by 
the Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion of the West Virginia Di-
vision of Natural Resources. 
Species at the facility include 
black bear, bobcat and elk, 
and historically native species 
that are no longer present, in-
cluding gray wolf, bison and 
mountain lion. Spacious en-
closures allow animals to in-
teract with their natural envi-
ronment and to exhibit natural 
behavior patterns. Interpretive 
signs help visitors to learn 
more about each animal’s 
life history, biology and rela-
tionship with humans. Each 
species can be viewed along 
a wheelchair-accessible, 1.25-
mile trail that runs through a 
mature hardwood forest.

Directions to the Wildlife 
Center

To get to the Wildlife Center 
from I-79 North, take Exit 99 
and follow US-48/US-33 East 
for 12 miles to Buckhannon, 
and follow WV-20 South for 
12 miles. From I-79 South, 
take Exit 67 at Flatwoods and 
follow US-19/WV-4 North 
approximately 30 miles to 
Rock Cave. Be sure to bear 
right to stay on WV-4 North 
at the US-19/WV-4 Junction. 
From Rock Cave, follow WV-
20 North for two miles to the 
Wildlife Center.

Human trafficking is a form 
of slavery.1 It happens when a 
person is forced or tricked into 
working in dangerous and ille-
gal conditions or having sexu-
al contact with others against 
their will. A person who is 
trafficked may be drugged, 
locked up, beaten, starved, or 
made to work for many hours 
a day. Girls and women are the 
most common victims of sex 
trafficking, a type of human 
trafficking.

How are girls and women 
trafficked in the United States?

Traffickers control victims 
by:2

•Threatening to hurt them or 
their families

•Threatening to have them 
deported

•Taking away their pass-
ports, birth certificates, or ID 
cards

•Making them work to pay 
back money they claim is 
owed them

•Giving them drugs in order 
to create an addiction or con-
trol them and then making a 
them perform sexually to get 
more drugs

•Preventing them from hav-
ing contact with friends, fami-
ly, or the outside world

Types of work a trafficked 
person may be forced to do in-
clude prostitution or sex work, 
farm work, cleaning, child 
care, sweatshop work, and 
other types of labor.

Sometimes a woman may 
end up trafficked after be-
ing forced to marry someone 
against her will. In a forced 
marriage, a woman’s husband 
and his family have control 
over her. Not all people who 

Human Trafficking
are trafficked are taken across 
state lines or national borders.

How common is human traf-
ficking in the United States?

Human trafficking happens 
in every U.S. state.2 In 2016, 
7,500 people were trafficked 
in the United States,3 and 
up to 800,000 are trafficked 
worldwide each year. Half of 
these victims are under 18, 
and most are girls and wom-
en.4

Who is at risk for being traf-
ficked?

Human trafficking victims 
can be from urban, suburban, 
or rural areas and can have 
varying levels of education. In 
the United States, most human 
trafficking victims come from 
within the country, or from 
Mexico and the Philippines.5

While human trafficking can 
happen to anyone, some peo-
ple in the United States are at 
greater risk. These include:5

•Runaways and homeless 
youth

•Children in the welfare or 
juvenile justice system

•American Indians and 
Alaska Natives

•Migrant workers
•People who don’t speak 

English well
•People with disabilities
•People in the LGBTQ com-

munity
What are the signs of human 

trafficking?
Recognizing the signs of 

human trafficking can be diffi-
cult. If a woman or girl shows 
several of these signs, she may 
be trafficked:6

•Appears fearful, anxious, 
depressed, submissive, tense, 
or overly nervous or paranoid

•Seems very scared if law 
enforcement is talked about

•Does not make eye contact
•Is very underweight
•Shows signs of physical 

abuse (e.g., bruising, cuts, re-
straint marks on the wrists)

•Has very few or no person-
al possessions

•Has someone else in con-
trol and insisting on being 
present or translating

•Cannot say where she is 
staying or give you an address

•Does not know where she 
is (the country, state, or town 
or city)

•Has no sense of time of day 
or time of year

What is sex trafficking?
Sex trafficking is a type of 

human trafficking. Sex traf-
ficking is when a child or 
adult is forced to have sexual 
contact or engage in sexual ac-
tivity in exchange for money 
or favors. In sex trafficking, 
someone forces or coerces a 
child or adult to participate in 
sexual activity in order to get 
money or other things of val-
ue from a person who pays for 
the sex acts.

Almost all victims of sex 
trafficking are women or 
girls.7

What are the effects of sex 
trafficking?

The physical and mental 
health effects of sexual traf-
ficking are serious. Studies 
show that women who have 
been trafficked for sex have 
higher levels of fear, are more 
isolated, and have greater trau-
ma and mental health needs 
than other victims of crime.8 
Women and girls who have 
been trafficked may also mis-

use alcohol or drugs as a way 
to cope with their situation.3

What is the link between sex 
trafficking and HIV?

Sex trafficking victims are 
at high risk for getting HIV, 
among many other sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs). 
Sex trafficking victims may 
be forced into prostitution and 
may be sexually assaulted, in-
cluding being forced to have 
unprotected sex with multiple 
partners, many of whom may 
also have had unprotected 
sex with many partners. This 
increases their risk of getting 
HIV.

Often, trafficking victims 
endure the riskiest types of 
sexual assault, such as violent 
vaginal and anal rape without 
a condom, which puts them at 
higher risk of getting HIV.

How can I help victims of 
human trafficking?

If you think you have come 
in contact with a victim of 
human trafficking, call the 
National Human Trafficking 
Resource Center’s Hotline 
at 888-373-7888. You can 
also text HELP to BeFree 
(233733). Hotline staff can 
help you figure out whether 
you have seen a victim of hu-
man trafficking and can sug-
gest local resources.

Anyone who is brought into 
the United States for forced 
labor may be able to get a 
special visa and other help 
rebuilding their lives. Learn 
more about help for trafficked 
immigrants.

Did we answer your ques-
tion about human trafficking?

•For more information 
about human trafficking, call 

the OWH Helpline at 1-800-
994-9662 or check out the fol-
lowing resources from other 
organizations:

• h t t p s : / / w w w . w o m -
e n s h e a l t h . g o v / r e l a t i o n -
ships-and-safety/other-types/
human-trafficking

•Sources
1. U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, 
Office on Trafficking in Per-
sons. (2017). What Is Human 
Trafficking?

2. U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
Office on Trafficking in Per-
sons. (2017). Myths and Facts 
About Human Trafficking.

3. Deshpande, N.A., Nour, 
N.M. (2013). Sex Trafficking 
of Women and Girls. Reviews 
in Obstetrics & Gynecology; 
6(1): e22-e27.

4. National Human Traffick-
ing Hotline. (2016). Hotline 
Statistics .

5. U.S. Department of State. 
(2016). Trafficking in Persons 
Report.

6. National Human Traffick-
ing Hotline. (n.d.). Recogniz-
ing the Signs .

7. International Labor Orga-
nization. (2012). ILO Global 
Estimate of Forced Labour: 
Results and methodology . 
Geneva: International Labour 
Office, Special Action Pro-
gramme to Combat Forced 
Labour.

8. Dovydaitis, T. (2010). 
Human Trafficking: The Role 
of the Health Care Provider. 
Journal of Midwifery & Wom-
en’s Health; 55: 462-467.

(Courtesy of women-
shealth.gov)

Monday, January 30, 2023

(G)  PikeView at Wyoming East  7:00 pm
(G)  Westside at Midland Trail  7:00 pm

Tuesday, January 31, 2023
(B)  Chapmanville at Wyoming East  7:30 pm

Wednesday, February 1, 2023

(G)  James Monroe at River View  7:00 pm
(G)  Wyoming East at Oak Hill  7:00 pm

Thursday, February 2, 2023
(B)  Chapmanville at Wyoming East  7:30 pm

Friday, February 3, 2023

(B)  Summers County at River View  8:00 pm
(B)  Westside in Hatfield/McCoy Shootout in Williamson  TBA

(B)  Wyoming East at Bluefield  7:30 pm
(G)  Greenbrier West at River View  6:30 pm

(G)  Westside at PikeView  7:00 pm
(G)  Wyoming East in Springhouse Classic at the Greenbrier  

TBA

Saturday, February 4, 2023

(B)  River View at Union  1:30 pm
(B)  Wyoming East at Ravenswood  11:30 am

(B)  Westside in Hatfield/McCoy Shootout in Williamson  TBA
(G)  Wyoming East in Springhouse Classic at the Greenbrier  

TBA

Sports News

THIS WEEK’S AREA 
HIGH SCHOOL 

BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
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Notice is hereby given that Maben Coal LLC, One Carbon Center, Suite 501, 13905 MacCorkle Avenue SE, Charleston, WV 
25315 has a permit on file with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the surface mining of approximately 43.15 
acres and has submitted an application to the DEP, 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840, for renewal of Article 3 
Permit Number O302512 to construct and operate a preparation plant, in which portions of the proposed permit area are within a 
100 feet of the right-of-way for WV Route 54 in the N/A (not applicable) seam of coal. 

The operation is discharging into Slab Fork of Guyandotte River of Ohio River and is located 4.21 miles, east of McGraws in 
Slab Fork District of Wyoming County, Longitude 81º 22’ 56” and Latitude 37º 39’ 17” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map). 

Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by: 
NAME   ADDRESS
WPP LLC   5260 Irwin Road, Huntington, WV 25705

*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by: 
NAME   ADDRESS
WPP LLC   5260 Irwin Road, Huntington, WV 25705

*and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
WPP LLC   5260 Irwin Road, Huntington, WV 25705

Surface of the area within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
WPP LLC   5260 Irwin Road, Huntington, WV 25705

Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall identify the applicant and 
application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP address above until March 2nd, 2023, or thirty (30) days 
from the date of final publication. A copy of the application will be available for review until March 2nd, 2023, or thirty (30) days from 
the date of final publication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at: 

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm.
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries. 

DEP Telephone Number: 304-574-4465
Permit Number: O302512

1/10, 17, 24, 31, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that BD Energy, LLC, 200 George Street, Suite 4, Beckley, WV 25801 has submitted an application to the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Division of Mining and Reclamation (DMR) located at 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, 
Fayetteville, WV 25840 for an Article 3 permit for the surface disturbance of approximately 797.77 acres in order to Surface 
Mine in the 2 Gas - - -Kanawha; 2 Gas - Lwr - - -Kanawha; Eagle- - -Kanawha; Eagle - Ltl- - -Kanawha; Powellton- - - Kanawha; 
Powellton - Lwr- - -Kanawha; Williamson- - -Kanawha; Winifrede- - -Kanawha; Cedar Grove- - -Kanawha; Peerless- - -Kanawha; 
Coalburg- - -Kanawha seams of coal. The proposed operation is discharging into unnamed tributaries of/and Reedy Branch of 
Clear Fork and unnamed tributaries of/and Jacob Cook Branch of Clear Fork all of the Upper Guyandotte River of Ohio RV and is 
located 1.23 miles southwest of Lynco in Oceana District of Wyoming County, Longitude 81º 41’ 30” Latitude 37º 41’ 04”. 

Surface fo the area associated herewith and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:
Surface or Mineral Name and Address
Mineral  Big Huff Mineral, LLC, 135 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 510, Scotts Depot, WV 25560-0018
Surface  Big Huff Timberland, LLC, 135 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 510, Scotts Depot, WV 25560-0018

Surface of the associated within 100 feet of the permit area herewith and the mineral associated herewith is owned by: 
Surface or Mineral Name and Address
Surface  Big Huff Timberlands, LLC, 135 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 510, Scotts Depot, WV 25560-0018
Mineral  Big Huff Mineral, LLC, 135 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 510, Scotts Depot, WV 25560-0018

Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the surface mining application shall identify the applicant and 
application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP address above until 03/17/2023, or thirty (30) days 
from date of final publication. A copy of the application will be available for review until 03/17/2023, or thirty (30) days from date 
of final publication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above AND in the Wyoming County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. 

DEP Telephone Number 304-574-4465 Permit Number S300522

1/24, 31, 7, 14, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Division of Highways 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways through the Bid 
Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received at its office 
in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Charleston, West Virginia until March 14, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern 
Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following 
project(s): 

Call Contract  State Project Federal Project  Description 
023 2021000793 S399-RPM-23 00 HSIP-2023(055)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
    2023 RPM
    PAVEMENT MARKINGS
    COUNTY: STATEWIDE

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects 
a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is required with the 
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia 
Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 
or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of renewing 
such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be 
available on www.bidx.com. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure 
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to 
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national 
origin in consideration for an award. 

1/31, 7, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

they can develop brand loyalty, and, 
hopefully, when they graduate from 
college, the company will have the first 
opportunity to recruit them.” 

Watts said that he commends the 
work of legislators through certain 
bills, like the Senate’s proposed Third 
Grade Success Act, and similar House 
Bill 2003, which, if passed, would place 
assistant teachers in K-3 classrooms to 
help improve student achievement, but 
he said that isn’t enough. He said that 
the state needs more certified reading 
teachers, and legislators should also 
focus on students who have already 
passed grade 3. 

“Here’s the problem, we’ve got 
250,000 kids in the public school 
system in the state of West Virginia. 
225,000 of them have already passed 
the fourth grade. Only 25% of them are 
reading on grade level. What are we 
going to do for them?” Watts asked. 

He continued that a plan needs to be 
in place to help all children. 

“We have become a transfer portal,” 
Watts said of the state. “A lot of our 
fairest and brightest–they want out of 
here. They go to Morgantown and don’t 
unpack their bags. They go to Marshall 
and don’t unpack their bags. They 
leave. We have got to do more to get 
them to stay.” 

“We gotta grow our own,” Watts 
continued. “We gotta develop the 
people who want to be here, and the 
people that are going to be here. We 
have to invest in them, because they 
have nowhere to go. They don’t need 
them in Detroit to put cars together. 
They don’t need them in Pittsburgh to 
work on steel. Our people aren’t needed 
anywhere if they don’t have skills.”

Also, during the committee meeting, 
Jeff Green, deputy executive director of 
WorkforceWV, delivered a presentation 
on the ways his organization is helping 
the state’s residents find jobs. 

Green said that while the state labor 
force participation rate averages 55%, 
there is a wide range of labor force 
participation rates from county to 

county, with Monongalia having the 
highest workforce participation rate at 
69% and Mingo County with the lowest 
at 31.9%. 

Currently, most of the new 
unemployment rate claims are from 
the construction sector, which is not 
unusual during the winter, Green said. 

“We are up about 700 over the number 
of claims submitted in November,” 
Green stated, adding that while the 
unemployment rate has “ticked up” as a 
result, it is nothing to worry about. 

He also explained that in September, 
WorkforceWV contracted with Premier 
Virtual to create an online system to 
hold virtual job fairs twice a month.  

“We have had a total of 786 job 
seekers participate in those meetings, 
and we have had 488 employers 
participate,” Green noted. “Through 
that process 2,261 jobs have been 
posted through that online forum.” 

Additionally, he said that case 
managers are beginning to work with 
certain people on unemployment to 
create an “individualized employment 
plan,” and identify any barriers they 
may have to receiving employment. 

He also said that initiatives are 
ongoing to help fill state positions, like 
those available through the Division of 
Highways, and to help those who have 
been incarcerated find employment. 

In response to a question from 
Committee Chairman, Rollan Roberts, 
R-Raleigh, about initiatives used to help 
employ older, possibly retired residents, 
Green stated that he does work with the 
Bureau of Senior Services. 

Sen. Roberts added that he would 
like to learn more about opportunities 
for the older population, and would 
like to hear more in a future committee 
meeting. 

“I think we have an awful lot of 
opportunity there that we are missing 
out on of people with knowledge and 
work ethic and interest in staying 
engaged in life and not just checking 
out of society, so to speak,” Roberts 
said. 

Rev. Watts Calls for $300 
Million State Investment 
in Communities Struggling 
With High Poverty

(continued from Front page)
By Josephine E. Moore, 

The Register-Herald
BECKLEY, W.Va. — The mother 

of Quantez Burks, whose son died on 
March 1 while incarcerated for less 
that 24 hours at Southern Regional Jail, 
pleaded with West Virginia Gov. Jim 
Justice for answers during a town hall 
Thursday in Beckley.

While the dozens who packed the 
conference room at Tamarack were there 
to hear about the governor’s proposed 
plan to cut personal income taxes, 
Kimberly Burks said she was there to 
hold the state’s top man accountable 
for the injustice she believes her son 
suffered.

“I have not received a phone call from 
the state, from the police department or 
anybody acknowledging that something 
happened to my son at the (Southern 
Regional Jail),” Burks said to Justice 
after he opened up the room to questions 
from the audience.

Burks said the state’s pathologist has 
stated that her son died of hypertensive 

Mother Uses Beckley Town 
Hall Meeting to Confront 
Governor Justice Regarding 
Son’s Death in West Virginia’s 
Southern Regional Jail

cardiac arrest, which was ruled as a 
natural cause.

However, an independent autopsy 
conducted by the Burks family came to 
a different conclusion, Kimberly Burks 
said.

According to the family’s private 
autopsy, which was discussed by the 
family attorney at a press conference 
last year, Quantez Burks died of a 
heart attack after sustaining blunt force 
trauma to his body and fractured bones 
in his forearm and wrist.

Kimberly Burks went on to question 
why the state would not release the jail 
footage of her son’s death if he did in 
fact die of natural causes.

She also brought up the investigations 
conducted by the state into Southern 
Regional Jail (SRJ), which found no 
faults in the facility.

“The first investigation that they told 
you to do, you came back and said that 
they found nothing wrong at all,” Burks 
said.

(continued on Page 6)
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Notice is hereby given that Wyoming Eagle, LLC, 520 Forsythe Road, Suite 102, Bristol, VA 24202-4341 has submitted an 
application for the modification of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit No. WV1031074 to the Department of Environmental Protection, 1159 
Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840 in order to add 4.76 acres to add Haulroad No. 4 and add Haulroad as a Covered 
Operation. 

The operation will discharge treated water and storm water into unnamed tributaries of/and Sugar Run, Jims Branch, Cabin 
Creek, and unnamed tributaries of/and the Guyandotte River all of the Guyandotte River of Upper Guyandotte River and is located 
0.7 miles north of New Richmond in Center District of Wyoming County, Longitude 81º 28’ 57” and Latitude 37º 34’ 49” (Coordinates 
from USGS Topographic Map). 

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for human consumption 
located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this operation. Please provide your name, phone number, 
mailing address, the name of the stream being with the intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be 
submitted to the address above. 

An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effluent limitations ensure compliance with 
water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, Tier 2 protection is also afforded because the agency has made a 
determination that the discharge(s) will not cause significant degradation to the receiving stream(s) for any parameters of concern. 

Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the Article 11/NPDES application 
shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such 
written comments or requests should be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must 
also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received by March 2, 2023, or thirty (30) days from 
date of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/WVNPDES application, draft permit and fact sheet (if required) will be 
available for inspection and obtaining copies during normal business hours at the DEP Regional Office located at the address above. 

DEP Telephone No. 304-574-4465  Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV1031074

1/31, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Re: UIC Permit Application 
UIC2D10902703003

West Virginia Department 
of Environmental Protection

Office of Oil and Gas
601 57th Street SE
Charleston, WV 25304
Phone: (304) 926-0450
Fax: (304) 926-0452

APPLICATION FOR 
STATE UNDERGROUND 
INJECTION CONTROL 
PERMIT

Public Notice Number: 
UIC-2023-003 

Paper:
The Independent Herald
100 Route 10 Main Street
Pineville, WV 24874

The following applicant 
has applied for a State 
Underground Injection Control 
(UIC) Permit for this facility or 
activity:

Applicant:
DIVERSIFIED 

PRODUCTION LLC
414 SUMMERS STREET

CHARLESTON, WV 
25301

Application Number: 
UIC2D10902703003

Business Conducted: Oil 
and/or Natural Gas production 
and/or related activity.

Location: On the waters 
of Lewis Fork in Slab Fork 
District of Wyoming County.

Approximate location: 
Latitude 37.704820 Longitude 
-81.420327

UTM North 4173148.1 
UTM East 462948.9

Activity: Reissuance of an 
Underground Injection Control 
(UIC) Permit for the operation 
of a non-commercial facility 
used for the underground 
injection of approved Class 2 
oil and gas waste fluids.

The state of West 
Virginia will act on the above 
application in accordance with 
the West Virginia Legislative 
Rules, Title 47, Series 13, 
Section 13.24 issued pursuant 
to West Virginia Code Chapter 
22, Article 11 & 12.

The application, draft 
permit, and fact sheet can 
be downloaded from https://
dep .wv.gov /o i l -and-gas /
databaseinfo/Pages/UIC-
P e n d i n g - A p p l i c a t i o n s - .
aspx This information is 
also available for review 
by appointment, or copies 
obtained, at a nominal cost, at 
the Office of Oil and Gas, 601 
57th Street SE, Charleston, 
WV 25304, between 8:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. on business 
days.

Any interested person 
may submit written comments 
on the draft permit and may 
request a public hearing 
within 30 days of the date of 
publication. Such comments 
or requests should be emailed 
to DEPOOGEP@wv.gov 
with “UIC Comments” in the 
subject line or a hard copy 
addressed and mailed to:

Office of Oil and Gas
601 57th Street SE
Charleston, WV 25304
Attn: UIC Program

Comments received within 
this period will be considered 
prior to acting on the permit 
application. Correspondence 
should include the name, 
address, and telephone 
number of the writer and a 
concise statement of the 
nature of the issues raised. A 
public hearing may be held if 
the Chief considers significant 
the degree of public interest 
raised on issues relevant to 
the draft permit. Interested 
persons may contact the 
office identified above at (304) 
926-0450 to obtain further 
information.

1/31, 1tc

Notice is hereby given that WVDEP OFFICE OF SPECIAL RECLAMATION, 601 57TH SE, CHARLESTON, WV 25304 has 
submitted an application for the reissuance of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit No. WV1026950 to the Department of Environmental 
Protection, 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840 in order to operate a treatment facility in the N/A seam/mineral bed. 

The operation will discharge treated water and storm water into an unnamed tributary of Pad Fork of of Little Huff Creek of Upper 
Guyandotte River and is located 2.2 miles northeast of Hensley in Huff Creek District of Wyoming County, Longitude 81º 41’ 30” and 
Latitude 37º 30’ 16” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map). 

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for human consumption 
located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this operation. Please provide your name, phone number, 
mailing address, the name of the stream being with the intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be 
submitted to the address above. 

An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effluent limitations ensure compliance with 
water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, a full Tier 2 anti-degradation review has been conducted. 

Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the Article 11/NPDES application 
shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such 
written comments or requests should be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must 
also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received by 3/2/2023, or thirty (30) days from date 
of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/WVNPDES application, draft permit and fact sheet (if required) will be 
available for inspection and obtaining copies during normal business hours at the DEP Regional Office located at the address above. 

DEP Telephone No. 304-574-4465  Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV1026950

1/31, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICESTUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Road Branch Elementary & Middle School is pleased to announce 
their Young Writers’ division winners.  Pictured are (l to r): Vida Paynter, 
3rd & 4th Grade Division; Raelynn Reece, 5th & 6th Grade Division and 
Calista Bachert, 7th & 8th Grade Division.  Marissa Schomaker served 
as the school coordinator.

Road Branch Elementary & Middle School is pleased to announce 
their January Students of the Month.  Pictured are (front l to r): Greyson 
Paynter, Preschool; Landon Young, Kindergarten and Carly Workman, 
2nd Grade.  In back are (l to r): Caidan York, 5th Grade; Samuel Boothe, 
6th Grade and Hayden Lusk, 7th Grade. Not Pictured: Easton Bailey, 
1st Grade; Emmilee Maynard, 4th Grade and Anna Harrison, 8th Grade

Road Branch Elementary & Middle School students recently partic-
ipated in the annual Young Writers’ competition.  Pictured are (l to r): 
Ashtyn Toler, 1st Grade; Lillee Blankenship, 3rd Grade; Vida Paynter, 
4th Grade; Raelynn Reece, 5th Grade; Brielle Lyons, 7th Grade and 
Calista Bachert, 8th Grade.  Marissa Schomaker served as the school 
coordinator.

“No, I didn’t, I didn’t say 
that,” Justice interjected 
quickly over Burks’ 
other remarks about the 
investigation. “I said that 
our Homeland Security 
people reported this back to 
me.”

“OK,” Burks said. “They 
reported it back to you and 
you made your statement 
that they found nothing 
wrong with the conditions 
of that jail. And that was 
a lie. A paper was leaked 
from the jail, saying what 
other things that was wrong 
within the jail.”

The leaked information 
Burks referred to is an 
internal email that was 
brought to light following 
the filing of a federal class 
action lawsuit against 
conditions at SRJ.

In the leaked internal 
email from November 2021, 
a correctional officer reports 
that more than a dozen 
cells either had no running 
water, no hot water, broken 
windows, broken toilets or 
leaking toilets.

The leaked email 
contradicts the report of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security investigation into 
SRJ eight months prior.

In his initial response to 
Kimberly Burks, Justice said 
he had already addressed her 
questions and concerns.

“I have addressed this 
15 different times,” Justice 
said. “... And I have 
absolutely said it and I’ll 
say it till I go to my grave 
and that is just as simple as 
this. We have investigated 
and investigated, and we 
will continue to do whatever 
we got to do because with 
what you’re saying – and 
I’ve gotta be just dead level 
honest – with some level of 
smoke there has to be some 
level of fire.”

He then pointed the finger 
again at the state Department 
of Homeland Security, 
saying it was their job to 

report back to him anything 
that wasn’t up to code.

“... because we have 
people that come back and 
say, ‘Everything’s fine.’ We 
went back and we go again. 
And we’ll continue to go 
again and again and again, 
until we can find the absolute 
whole truth and nothing 
but the truth,” Justice said. 
“Now we’ve got to go on to 
other people.”

The fiancee of Quantez 
Burks, Latasha Williams, 
was poised to speak after 
Justice finished responding 
to Burks but the governor 
instead chose to answer 
questions from people 
elsewhere in the audience.

In an interview with 
media after walking out of 
the town hall, Burks said, 
“He just fed us a bunch of 
bullshit ... I know it and he 
knows it.”

Despite not getting the 
answers she was looking 
for, Burks said she would 
continue to fight for them.

“I am going to fight for 
him until the end,” she 
said. “I don’t know about 
everybody else. I’m not 
going away.”

She added that she is 
just one of many families 
searching for answers after 
unexpectedly losing a loved 
one at SRJ.

According to local media 
reports, Quantez Burks is 
one of 11 inmates who have 
died while incarcerated at 
SRJ in 2022. In 2018, there 
was one death at SRJ.

In recent months, the jail 
has reported overdoses as 
well as injuries to inmates 
from hand-made weapons.

In each instance, the 
state has released limited 
details and not responded 
to follow-up questions 
from The Register-Herald 
regarding how drugs and 
other contraband made their 
way into the jail.

SRJ is also the subject of a 
federal investigation.

Mother Confronts 
Gov. Justice at 
Beckley Town Hall 
Regarding Son’s 
Death

(continued from Page 5)
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This Week in West Virginia History
January 25, 2023
Charleston WV – The fol-

lowing events happened on 

Anne Bethel Spencer

Pistol Nell Walker

Woodburn Hall WVU

David Selby

Mudwall Jackson

Frank Buckles WW1 at 16

these dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, go to 
e-WV: The West Virginia En-
cyclopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Feb. 1, 1832: Education re-
former Alexander Luark Wade 
was born. Wade reorganized 
rural Monongalia County 
schools to require progress 
through eight prescribed lev-
els with a graduating exer-
cise and receipt of a diploma. 
Wade’s system worked so well 
it was copied in other counties 
and states.

Feb. 1, 1901: Frank Buck-
les, the last known American 
veteran of World War I, was 
born in Missouri. Buckles 
purchased a farm in Charles 
Town in 1954 and continued 
to live there until his death in 
2011.

Feb. 2, 1908: Justice Mar-
ion Chambers was born in 
Huntington. Chambers was 

awarded the Medal of Honor 
for his actions in the World 
War II Iwo Jima campaign in 

February 1945.
Feb. 3, 1825: Confederate 

General William Lowther 
Jackson was born in Clarks-
burg. He was one of at least 

three Southern officers to bear 
the nickname “Mudwall.” 

Feb. 3, 1845: Gilmer Coun-
ty, located in the heart of West 
Virginia, was established from 
parts of Kanawha and Lew-
is counties. It was named for 

Thomas W. Gilmer, a gover-
nor of Virginia.

Feb. 3, 1923: Broadcast 
announcer Jack Fleming was 

Doc White

born in Morgantown. He was 
the long-time “Voice of the 
Mountaineers.”

Feb. 3, 1961: The West Vir-
ginia legislature passed a res-
olution adopting “The West 
Virginia Hills” as an official 
state song. “The West Virgin-
ia Hills” is the best-known of 
four official state songs.

Feb. 4, 1845: Doddridge 
County was formed from 
parts of Harrison, Lewis, 
Ritchie, and Tyler counties. 
It was named for Philip Dod-
dridge, a Western Virginia 
congressman, state legislator, 
and member of the Virginia 
Constitutional Convention of 
1829–30.

Feb. 4, 1945: The hotel at 
Minnehaha Springs was de-
stroyed by fire. Built in 1914, 
it was the first facility in Poca-
hontas County built strictly 
for the tourist business and 
was a forerunner of today’s 
local tourism economy.

Feb. 5, 1889: Fiddler and 
self-taught physician James 
Franklin “Doc” White was 
born near Ivydale, Clay Coun-
ty. White served the commu-
nity as doctor, dentist and 
midwife, delivering more than 

1,800 babies.
Feb. 5, 1890: Coach Eli 

Camden “Cam” Henderson 
was born in Joetown, Marion 

County. He is a revered figure 
in Marshall University sports 
history.

Feb. 5, 1941: Actor David 

Lynn Selby was born in Mor-
gantown. His stage and screen 
credits include the outdoor 
drama Honey in the Rock, and 

the television shows Falcon 
Crest and Dark Shadows.

Feb. 6, 1882: Poet Anne 
Spencer was born Annie Beth-
el Bannister in Henry County, 
Virginia. In 1886, she and her 
mother moved to Bramwell, 

where she spent most of her 
childhood and adolescent 
years.

Feb. 6, 2007: Selva Lewis 
“Lew” Burdette, a native of 
Nitro, died in Florida. Bur-
dette was an outstanding ma-
jor league baseball player who 
spent most of his career with 
the Milwaukee Braves. In 18 
major league seasons, he won 
203 games and lost 144.

Feb. 7, 1867: West Virgin-
ia University was established 
by an act of the West Virginia 
legislature. The college, orig-
inally called the Agricultur-
al College of West Virginia, 
opened its doors in September 
1867. 

Feb. 7, 1889: Nell Elizabeth 
“Pistol Nell” Walker was born 
at Sewell Mountain. Known 

as the “First Lady” of Fayette 
County, she served 12 terms 
as a member of the House of 
Delegates.
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Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend some good reacher-grabber 

tools for seniors with back or hip problems who need 
help picking things up off the ground? I bought a 
cheap one a few months ago that doesn’t work very 
well but would like to find one that does.

Bad Back Betty

Dear Betty,
A good “reacher-grabber” is a very practical and 

popular tool for anyone who struggles with injuries, 
arthritis or loss of mobility. It works like an extension 
of your arm allowing you to reach down and pick 
things up off the ground without bending or stoop-
ing over. It can also help with reaching and grabbing 
things in high overhead places, as well as areas that 
are difficult to get to.

But with so many different types of reacher-grabbers 
on the market today, finding a good one that works 
well for you is not always easy. Depending on your 
needs, here are some top-rated products to consider.

All-purpose: For retrieving small and medium-sized 
items, the “Ettore Grip’n Grab,” is a top option that 
can handle most chores. This 34-inch-long tool has 
a soft comfortable trigger handgrip and a rubberized 
jaw that’s strong enough to lift objects up to 5 pounds 
and up to 4 inches wide, yet sensitive enough to pick 
up something as small as a dime. The jaw also ro-
tates and locks at 90 degrees for vertical or horizontal 
use to help you reach things in awkward spaces.

Lightweight: If you want a reacher primarily for re-
trieving small lightweight items around the house, 
the “RMS Featherweight the Original Reacher” is 
a top pick. Available in 32 and 26-inch lengths, it’s 
made from ultra-lightweight aluminum and has a trig-
ger-style handgrip with a serrated jaw that provides a 
secure grip when lifting objects. 

The Best Reacher Grabber 
Tools of 2023

It also has a magnet built into the tip for picking 
up lightweight metal objects like a paperclip, and a 
small hook (or horn) that aids in retrieving things like 
clothes, shoes or keys. It even has a built-in clip on 
the arm so you can attach it to canes, walkers and 
wheelchairs. But, because of its super-lightweight 
design, it doesn’t work well at retrieving heaver 
items like canned goods from shelves. 

Foldable: For easier storage, the top selling fold-
ing grabber is the “Zayad Reacher Grabber Tool,” 
which is 32-inches long and has a slip-joint in the 
arm that allows it to easily fold in half. It also has a 
soft ergonomic grip with a rubberized, rotating jaw 
that can lift objects up to three pounds and up to 4 
inches wide.

Heavy-duty: For heaver-lifting jobs or for outdoor 
use, the “Unger Nifty Nabber” is a top choice. Avail-
able in 36 and 48-inch lengths, this sturdy tool has 
a rubber-coated heavy-duty claw that grips small, 
large, and odd-shaped items with ease. It also has 
a built-in magnet for picking up small metal objects, 
an ergonomic squeeze-grip handle and can lift 8 
pounds. 

Where to Buy
You can buy reacher-grabbers at many phar-

macies, retail, medical equipment and home im-
provement stores. But, because it’s a specialty 
item, the selection is very limited. Your best bet is 
to buy one online at Amazon.com, which sells all 
of the top reacher-grabbers at prices ranging from 
around $10 to $20. Just type the product name in 
the search bar to find it.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. 
Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySen-
ior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy Senior” book.


