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CHARLESTON, WV – Gov. 
Jim Justice announced today that 
Omnis Sublimation Recovery 
Technologies (OSRT) will invest 
$60 million in Wyoming County 
and use their revolutionary 
technology to extract rare 
earth metals from coal waste 
impoundments. Coal waste 
impoundments have created an 
opportunity for innovation in the 
Mountain State. Converting this 
waste material into high-quality, 
high-value metals can help 
turn these impoundments into 
a strategic asset and help grow 

Gov. Justice Announces Omnis Sublimation Recovery 
Technologies to Invest $60m in Wyoming County to 
Extract Rare Earth Metals from Coal Impoundments

West Virginia’s economy.
“I am beyond excited to 

welcome this company to 
Southern West Virginia,” Gov. 
Justice said. “Coal is such a big 
part of our state’s livelihood, and 
it’s amazing that we can now take 
the coal waste and turn it into 
something the world desperately 
needs, all while providing jobs 
to our hard-working people and 
investment to our great state.”

This revolutionary technology 
and process will be showcased 
in southern West Virginia and 
will be used to supply the critical, 

strategic, and rare earth metals that 
are necessary for the building and 
manufacturing of smartphones, 
computers, and other high-
performance electronic devices, 
as well as new high-performance 
building materials.

“OSRT is giving new life 
to West Virginia’s coal waste 
impoundments by using the only 
commercially viable process to 
extract strategic metals and rare 
earth elements without any waste 
and no negative environmental 
impact,” said OSRT’s Vice 
President of Global Sustainability 

and Innovation Michelle 
Christian. “West Virginia has 
continuously provided our great 
country with the highest quality 
natural resources that built our 
society for the last 200 years, and 
we are proud to be a part of the 
next generation.” 

OSRT has begun engineering 
and will immediately start site 
infrastructure. The building and 
equipment are expected to be 
completed and installed by mid-
2023.

“I am always happy to see 
growth happening in southern 
West Virginia, and knowing that 
coal is central to this type of 
potential economic impact makes 
this announcement even more 
exciting. The jobs to be created 
with this partnership will bring 
even more opportunity to this 
region and help lead the way for 
future development,” Senator 
Shelley Moore Capito said.

“I’m pleased with the progress 
being made to source rare earth 
elements right here in West 
Virginia, providing energy and 
an independent supply chain for 
the entire United States just as we 
have done for centuries. Today’s 
announcement is encouraging 
news for Wyoming County 
and I join you in celebrating 
the Mountain State’s continued 
leadership in energy innovation,” 
said Senator Joe Manchin, 
Chairman of the U.S. Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee.

The West Virginia Department 
of Economic Development 
worked closely with OSRT, 
providing financial incentives and 
helping to navigate the permitting 
process.

“We are ecstatic about this 
announcement,” said Mitch 
Carmichael, Secretary of the West 
Virginia Department of Economic 
Development. “Bringing jobs 
to our people is one of our top 
priorities, and being able to 
do that while also utilizing the 
resources we have in our state is 
a win-win for everyone. We can’t 
wait to see what comes of this 
partnership.”

OSRT will hire 100 team 
members with well-paying 
jobs and train them to operate 
this technology in a safe, clean 
environment.

“Southern West Virginia 
is rich in natural resources, 
including rare earth minerals,” 
said Congresswoman Carol 
Miller. “I’m pleased to see 
Omnis Sublimation Recovery 

Technologies partner with local 
businesses to tap into these 
resources and invest in Wyoming 
County. Their technology to 
convert coal waste impoundments 
into strategic metals exemplifies 
the power of innovation. This $60 
million investment is a testament 
to the work that’s been done at the 
local, state, and federal levels to 
revitalize the Mountain State and 
let people know that it is open for 
business.”

Coal waste impoundments and 
gob piles are rich in critical metals, 
including strategic metals and 
rare earth metals. Millions of tons 
of these metals are concentrated 
from the natural coal seam 
sources. The coal mining process 
has concentrated these minerals, 
and they are available in many 
waste impoundments. These 
critical metals are essential to 
building smartphones, computers, 
and other high-value electronics.

“We’re excited to welcome a 
company like Omnis to Wyoming 
County, and we look forward to a 
long-lasting relationship between 
the company and community. 
Omnis will provide a strategic 
asset to Wyoming County that 
will grow the economy with 100 
jobs and provide the opportunity 
for additional surrounding 
business growth,” said Wyoming 
County Economic Development 
Authority Executive Director 
Christy Laxton. “We’re grateful 
for the strong partnerships 
between our economic 
development authority, the 
WV Department of Economic 
Development, and the Governor’s 
Office, that make doing business 
in West Virginia possible for 
companies like Omnis.”

OSRT’s technology can 
extract pure metals from coal 
impoundment mineral waste 
using Ultra-High Heat without 
acids or harmful chemicals. The 
technology recovers 100% of 
the metals, including all critical, 
strategic, and rare earth metals, 
with zero waste and no harmful 
emissions.

This is the second investment 
announcement by the Omnis 
companies in West Virginia this 
year. In March, Gov. Justice 
announced that Omnis Building 
Technologies will build a 
$40 million, 150,000-square-
foot facility in Bluefield to 
manufacture housing materials 
that will revolutionize the future 
of residential construction, 
creating 150-300 jobs in the 
process. 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The 
West Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Resources 
(DHHR), Bureau for Medical 
Services today announced a 
10% increase in ambulance 
ground transportation rates 
which will provide more than 
200 West Virginia ambulance 
providers with $11.8 million in 
additional reimbursements per 
fiscal year.

“We have so much gratitude 
for West Virginia’s ambulance 
and emergency medical services 
workers, especially during the 
last two years of the COVID-19 

DHHR Announces Major 
Rate Increase for WV 
Ambulance Services

pandemic and the resulting 
stress on the state’s health care 
system,” said Bill J. Crouch, 
DHHR Cabinet Secretary. 
“Together with Gov. Justice, we 
requested this increase because 
these funds are critical to our 
local ambulance services, many 
of which operate in rural areas 
where access to healthcare is 
limited. I am proud to make this 
announcement today because I 
know how much it will mean 
for all our EMS workers, and all 
the West Virginians who rely on 
them to respond when they’re 
needed most.” 

Effective today and 
retroactively beginning July 
1, 2022, West Virginia’s 
ambulance rate will now be paid 
at the same rate as Medicare. 
This is the maximum rate that 
Medicaid is allowed to pay by 
statute. Reimbursement is the 
same for both governmental and 
private providers.

DHHR’s Bureau for Medical 
Services submitted the State 
Plan Amendment on September 
8, 2022, and the amendment was 
approved by the U.S. Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services on November 9, 2022.

By Matt Young, 
West Virginia Press 

Association
BERKELEY SPRINGS, 

W.Va. - The West Virginia 
Legislature’s Oversight 
Commission on Education 
Accountability (LOCEA) met 
on Monday to hear reports 
regarding the “transformative 
system for early literacy,” as 
well as safety and security 
measures from representatives 
of the West Virginia 
Department of Education 
(WVDE). 

It was the commission’s 
first meeting since last 
week’s referendum defeat of 
Amendment 4, the proposed 
“Education Accountability 
Amendment.”

Sonya White, teaching 
and learning officer with the 
WVDE, began by providing 
a brief explanation of the 
early literacy report, saying, 
“We have an overview of 

West Virginia Legislative Interims: Committee Told 
Education Still Below Pre-Pandemic Competencies 
Levels But ‘Moving in the Right Direction’

the campaign for grade-level 
reading, so this includes the 
four tenets of that campaign.” 

According to White, 
those four tenets are school 
readiness, school attendance, 
extended day and extended 
year learning, and high quality 
classroom instruction. 

“As with any educational 
program, family engagement 
is also important,” White 
added. 

As an example of 
family engagement, White 
highlighted West Virginia’s 
inclusion in the Dolly Parton 
“Imagination Library” 
program, which provides one 
book per month - for children 
between the ages of birth 
and five-years - to enrolled 
families, free of charge. 

“They get a total of 60 
books by the time they 
start kindergarten,” White 
added. “We appreciate the 
legislature’s continued support 

of this project - $350,000 is 
allocated for this annually. 
Over 12-months, we give a 
little over half-a-million books 
to students in the State of West 
Virginia. Currently, a little 
over half our students receive 
books from the Imagination 
Library.”

White then explained that, 
although the most recent West 
Virginia General Summative  
Assessment revealed third-
graders are not yet back to 
pre-pandemic competencies, 
“We are moving in the right 
direction.”

“In 2021, we had a 
significant dip,” White told 
the commission. “This past 
year we’ve been moving in the 
right direction. Our hope is 
that as we work with counties, 
and counties work with their 
local schools, that we continue 
to reverse that trend.”

At the conclusion of the 
presentation, Sen. Rollan 

Roberts, R-Raleigh, expressed 
his confusion regarding 
his perception that White’s 
testimony contradicted 
what was said by W.Va. 
Superintendent of Schools 
David Roach during Sunday’s 
meeting of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Education, 
saying, “The Department of 
Education is giving us two 
different messages on two 
different days.”

“Yesterday our meeting 
was all about early-childhood 
literacy,” Roberts continued, 
before adding that Roach spoke 
of the need for more teacher-
competency assessments, 
while White had stated that the 
assessments were currently 
being performed. “Can you 
straighten this mess out 
please?”

“We’re presenting you with 
what’s happening, and it’s not 
enough,” White replied. “For 
this report - it is what’s going 

on. But it doesn’t begin to 
cover what we need. We have 
so many things that aren’t 
being adequately addressed.” 

White further explained 
that of the $5.7 million 
currently allocated for “K-3rd 
Grade Programming,” which 
includes funding for teacher-
competency assessments, 
teacher coaches, new 
teacher training, and various 
other educational-support 
initiatives, more than half 
goes directly to county school 
boards. According to White, 
that amount is, “not enough.” 

Unsatisfied by her response, 
Roberts told White, “That 
wasn’t the message that’s 
been given. You just changed 
the message. So 53 percent of 
that funding ($5.7 million) is 
going directly to the counties, 
and all 55 counties do their 
own thing because we call it 
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BOBBIE JO 
LAWRENCE

Bobbie Jo Lawrence, 52, of 
Oceana, WV, passed away on 
Sunday, November 6, 2022 at 
Logan Regional Medical Cen-
ter, Logan, WV. She was born 
on April 28, 1970 in Welch, 
WV a daughter of the Faye 
Belle Hatfield of Oceana and 
the late Rayvon Lawrence. 

In addition to her father 
she is preceded in death by 
a brother Steven Lawrence, 
a sister Stephanie Lawrence, 
and her grandparents Janice 
and Herbert Lawrence and 
Laura and Milton Hatfield. 

In addition to her mother 
survivors include a daugh-
ter Candace (Justin) Hatfield 
of Clear Fork, a son Dakota 
Shawn Davis of Clear Fork, a 
sister Gina (Shandell) Adkins 
of Oceana, a brother Stefan 
“Doe Roller” (Janet) Law-
rence of Long Branch, her 
boyfriend Ronald Barbour of 
Oceana, three grandchildren 
Grace Hatfield, Oakley Da-
vis, and Preslynn Davis, and 
a host of other loving family 
and friends. 

Funeral service will be held 
at 1 pm on Monday, Novem-
ber 14th at the Long Branch 
Freewill Baptist Church, Si-
mon, WV with Pastor Lonnie 
Blankenship officiating. She 
will be laid to rest in the Milty 
Morgan Cemetery, Long 
Branch, WV. Friends may 
gather with the family after 
6 pm on Sunday, November 
13th at the church. Pallbearers 
will be family members. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funer-
al Home.

CAROLYN ANN 
BELCHER MAYNOR

Carolyn Ann Belcher May-
nor, 74, of Clear Fork, WV, 
passed away on Saturday, 
November 12th, 2022 at her 
home. She was born Novem-
ber 27th, 1947 in Clear Fork, 
WV, a daughter of the late 
Virgil Lee and Ruie Cook 
Belcher. 

In addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death by her 
husband of 55 years, James 
Kenner Maynor, granddaugh-
ter, Latasha Maynor, three 
sisters, Freda Steele, Marie 
Rakes, and Margaret Steele, 
and three brothers, Don-
ald Belcher, Ronald “Boe” 
Belcher, and Virgil “Junie” 
Belcher, Jr. 

Those left to cherish her 
memory include, her son, John 
Maynor of Clear Fork, daugh-
ter, Lisa (Eddie) Vanover of 
Clear Fork, three grandchil-
dren, Kevin (Sabrina) Va-
nover, Kelly Vanover Short, 
and Isabella Maynor, three 
great-grandchildren, Jaiden 
and Arionna Baker and Pais-
lee Vanover, four brothers, 
Danny “Dean” Belcher, James 
“Jamie” (Jenny) Belcher, 
Kenneth Belcher, and Antho-
ny Ray (Aundie) Belcher all 
of Clear Fork, a host of nieces 

and nephews, and other loving 
family and friends. 

Funeral Service will be held 
at 1 pm on Friday, November 
18th, in the Chapel of Stafford 
Family Funeral Home, Lyn-
co, WV with Pastor Hannibal 
Blankenship, Jr. officiating. 
She will be laid to rest in Palm 
Memorial Gardens. Friends 
may gather with the family 
from 12 until time of service 
on Friday at the funeral home. 
Pallbearers will be family and 
friends. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funer-
al Home.

CHRISTIE ANN 
FORTNER

Christie Ann Fortner, 43, of 
Oceana, WV, went home to be 
with the Lord on Friday, No-
vember 11, 2022 at her home. 
She was born on December 27, 
1978 in Welch, WV a daugh-
ter of Myrtle Marie Belcher 
(Lanny) Jordan and the late 
Bobby Lee Morgan. Christie 
was a member of the Oceana 
Church of God and formerly 
attended the Laurel Branch 
Church of God. She is a 1997 
graduate of Baileysville High 
School. Christie loved the out-
doors, gaming, prepping and 
her family and friends dear-
ly. She was the best wife and 
mother ever. She will be dear-
ly missed. 

In addition to her father she 
is preceded in death by her 
grandparents Guy and Bes-
sie Belcher, an aunt who she 
really loved, Marcella Trent, 
and an uncle Rodney Dale 
Belcher. 

In addition to her mother sur-
vivors include her loving hus-
band of 22 years, best friend 
since the 7th grade, and first 
love, Stephen Shawn Fortner, 
a son Brandon Shawn Fortner, 
a sister Tressie (Jason) Bailey, 
two brothers Daniel Jordan, 
and Samuel Jordan, and a host 
of aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-
ews and other loving family 
and friends. 

Funeral service will be held 
at 1 pm on Monday, Novem-
ber 21st in the Chapel of Staf-
ford Family Funeral Home, 
Lynco, WV with Bishop Ran-
dy Bowles officiating. She 
will be laid to rest in Palm 
Memorial Gardens, Matheny, 
WV. Friends may gather with 
the family from 12 pm until 
time of service on Monday at 
the funeral home. Pallbearers 
will be family and friends. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funer-
al Home.

CODY LEE MOSLEY
Cody Lee Mosley, 44, of 

Glen Rogers, WV, went home 
on Monday, November 7, 
2022 to be with the Lord, his 
dad, and his grandparents, 
John and Violet Mosley, and 
Wrena Bailey. He was born 
on October 21, 1978 a son of 
Marilyn Mosley of Glen Rog-
ers and the late Roy Mosley. 

In addition to his mother, 
he leaves behind his wife, 
Mary Hall Mosley, son Da-
koda Mosley and girl friend 
Tessa and kids, Bentley, 
Landon, Dawson, and soon to 
be here Maverick of Koppert-
son, daughters Haley Grace, 
Kyleigh Abigayle, Annalee 
Violet, and Makenlea Hope all 
of the home. Brother, Richard 
and his wife, Antje and their 
children, Cory, Nicholas and 
Nicole, and Alex and Haley 
of Struthers, OH. Brother, 
Joshua and his wife Natalie of 
Waldort, MD. Brother, Thad-
deaus and wife Sylvia and 
their son John of Sophia, NC, 
Thads daughters Brianna Full-
er of Glen Fork and husband 
Devin, and Amiah “Piglet” 
Skyler Bailey and husband 
Gabe of Ravencliff, their two 
kids, Ridlee “Honeydew” and 
Ezekiel “Smiley”. Brother, 
Shawn Mosley of Glen Rog-
ers. Brother, Donald Perdue of 
Pineville and his wife Angie. 
In-laws, Eva and Scotty Toll-
iver, Ernie and his wife Kay-
la,and their children Eli, Alex, 
and Ethan all of Pineville, and 
a host of other loving family 
and special friends. 

Funeral service will be held 
at 2 pm on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12th in the Chapel of Staf-
ford Family Funeral Home, 
Lynco, WV with Rev. Earnest 
Francis, III and Rev. Richard 
Bailey officiating. Friends 
may gather with the family 
from 1 pm until time of ser-
vice on Saturday at the funer-
al home. He will be cremated 
following the service. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funer-
al Home.

DOUGLAS MCARTHUR 
“MACK” PRICHARD

Douglas McArthur “Mack” 
Prichard, 79, of Oceana, WV 
passed away unexpectedly 
on Saturday November 12, 
2022 at his happy place, the 
family hunting cabin in Vir-
ginia. Born on November 28, 
1942 in Kopperston, WV a 
son of late Boyd Prichard Sr. 
and Gracie James Prichard. 
Mack was a United States Air 
Force Veteran, Retired Coal 
Miner, and member of the 
UMWA. He was the owner 
of Prichard’s Fence Company 
for many years and an active 
member of the OHS Alum-
ni Association. Mack was an 
avid outdoorsman, loved to 
coon and deer hunt. 

In addition to his parents 
he is preceded in death by his 
loving wife of 57 years, Betty 
Jo, a sister Mary Alice Prich-
ard Pelphrey, a brother Boyd 
Prichard Jr., a grandson Mat-
thew Brown, and a son- in-law 
Tony Toler. 

Survivors include a son Er-
nest (Bobbi Jo) Prichard of 
Eden, NC, four daughters De-
andra (Dave) Ray of Beckley, 
Pamela Prichard of Oceana, 
Kim Toler of Oceana, and 
PJ (Jamie) Estep of Oceana, 
eleven grandchildren Seth 
(Ashley) Bennett, Jada Prich-
ard, Cole Prichard, Tonjia 
Ray, Eric (Ginger) Ray, Gar-
rett (Heather) Prichard, Kayla 
(Joshua) Webb, Amber Cline, 
Ali (Jay) Grimmett, Derrick 
Estep and Dalton Estep, sev-
enteen great grandchildren 
Banks Bennett, Hutch Ben-
nett, Haleigh Massey, Lindsey 
Ray, Andrew Hefner, Jackson 
Hefner, Koalton Ray, Ivy Ray, 

Konnor Ray, Chloe Prichard, 
Grayson Prichard, Hadley 
Prichard, Samuel Webb, Kan-
vas Webb, Damion Brown, 
Jayli Grimmett, and Jayce 
Grimmett, five sisters Ruth 
Lovins (and the late Willard) 
of Keyrock, Maggie Blanken-
ship (and the late Connie) of 
Oceana, Delma Stacy (and the 
late Lonnie) of Oceana, Janet 
(Ricky) Hicks of Oceana, and 
Reva (Charles) Goodwin of 
Matheny, three brothers Earl 
Prichard (and the late Gloria) 
of Oceana, Ernest (Peggy) 
Prichard of McGraws, and 
Michael (Belinda) Prichard 
of Glen Fork, a sister-in-law 
Mary Prichard of Oceana, and 
a host of other loving family 
and friends. 

Funeral service will be held 
at 1 pm on Thursday, No-
vember 17th in the Chapel 
of Stafford Family Funeral 
Home, Lynco, WV with Rev. 
Jackie Grimmett officiating. 
He will be laid to rest in Palm 
Memorial Gardens, Matheny, 
WV. Friends may gather with 
family from 11am until time 
of service on Thursday at the 
funeral home. Military Rites 
will be conducted by the Wy-
oming County Veterans Hon-
or Guard. Pallbearers will be 
family and friends. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funer-
al Home.

JODY LYNN BROWNING
Jody Lynn Browning, 52, of 

Hanover, WV, departed this life 
on Wednesday, November 9th, 
2022 at Logan Regional Med-
ical Center. She was born Janu-
ary 31st, 1970 in Chicago, IL, a 
daughter of Hannah Hendricks 
of Mullensville, WV. Jody loved 
spending time with her grandchil-
dren, children, and husband of 32 
years. She also enjoyed going to 
the beach and going to Tennessee 
with her family. Jody is a special 
soul gone too soon. 

She is preceded in death by her 
daughter, Ruby Mae Browning, 
a sister, Cynthia Bronson, a very 
special friend, Mike Stafford. 

In addition to her loving hus-
band of 32 years, Paul C. Brown-
ing, those left to cherish and love 
her memory include, her daugh-
ters, Tammy (Shawn) Kennedy 
of Hanover, Linda (Scott) Shorter 
of Princenton, her grandchildren, 
Dylan Kennedy, Sophia Ken-
nedy, Kristopher Matt Lanier, 
Michael Shorter, Aaya Shorter, 
her sisters, Regina Navarro of 
Pineville, Crissy (Mike) Massey 
of Ravencliff, and Brenda (Aar-
on) Bailey of Ravencliff, a host 
of nieces, nephews, and other 
loving family, special friends, 
Janet and Ricky Walker, Branda 
and Timmy Jackson, Delphine 
and Michael Kennedy, Vanes-
sa Damron, Angela and Craig 
Lester, Crystal and Rick May-

nard, Amber and Chadd Bishop, 
and Brianna Welch, Cookie and 
Chuck who were more like broth-
er and sister to her, Kaye and Clif-
ford Trent who were more like a 
mother and father, Britt Hatfield 
who was like a daughter, and a 
special neighbor Kim McMann. 

Funeral Service will be held at 
1pm on Tuesday, November 15th 
at Stafford Family Funeral Home, 
Lynco, WV with Rev. Clifford 
Trent and Bro Paul Compton of-
ficiating. She will be laid to rest 
in Browning Family Cemetery, 
Hanover, WV. Pallbearers will 
include, Cody Lester, Rick May-
nard, and Ricky Walker. Friends 
may gather with the family from 
6-9 Monday, November 14th at 
the funeral home. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home.

JOHN WILLIAM COOK
John William Cook, 81, of Ro-

derfield, WV, went home to be 
with the Lord on Monday, No-
vember 14, 2022 in Welch, WV. 
He was born on February 20, 
1941 in Long Pole, WV a son 
of the late Rev. Lorne and Else 
Mae McKenzie Cook. John loved 
serving God and being with his 
family. He had a heart of gold 
and loved everyone. He treated 
everyone with kindness. He will 
be sadly missed by many. Rest in 
Peace Man of God until we meet 
again where the family circle will 
never be broken. 

In addition to his parents he is 
preceded in death by two sons 
Randy Ray and James Alden 
Cook, a daughter Virginia Mae 
Cook Justus, a grandson Michael 
William Cook, a great grand-
daughter Memphys Gabriella 
Justus, four brothers, and three 
sisters. 

Those left to cherish his mem-
ories include his wife of 61 years 
Patricia Ann Nierman Cook, two 
sons, John (Rose) Cook of Ro-
derfield and Charles (Janie) Cook 
of Tamcliff, two daughters Judy 
Walls (Donald) of Baileysville 
and Patricia (Matthew) Hatfield 
of Welch, seventeen grandchil-
dren, thirty-two great grandchil-
dren, a brother, four sisters, three 
ladies that were dear to his heart 
Shianna Goodman, Miranda 
Wells, and Brenda Suttles, and 
a host of special nieces, neph-
ews and other loving family and 
friends. 

Funeral service will be held at 
1 pm on Sunday, November 20th 
in the Chapel of Stafford Family 
Funeral Home, Lynco, WV with 
Rev. David Dash officiating. He 
will be laid to rest in the Cook 
Walls Cemetery, White Oak, WV. 
Friends may gather with the fam-
ily from 5-8 pm on Saturday, No-
vember 19th at the funeral home. 
Pallbearers will be Jacob Walls, 
Cody Justus, Edward Cox, Don-
ald Stable, Eric Short, and Buddy 
Cook. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home.
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Sports News

Gridiron Grizzly
Gridiron Grizzly turned in 

a respectable 11-4 worksheet 
last weekend to

bring his season slate to 83-
48, or 63.4 percent.

Overall in the high school 
playoffs, the Bear was 9-3, 
missing the Herbert

Hoover win over Winfield 

and Roane County’s loss to 
North Marion in Class AA, 

along with getting stumped 
by Doddridge County’s upset 
of Cameron in A.

Grizz was a perfect 4-0 in 
Class AAA.

He correctly picked two-of-
three college games, missing 

only Marshall’s 
decision over Liberty.
Here goes for this semifinal 

week of the high school play-
offs:

CLASS AAA
Parkersburg South 42  Hur-

ricane 16
Huntington 28  Martinsburg 

15
CLASS AA
Independence 34  North 

Marion 12
Frankfort 28  Herbert 

Hoover 14
CLASS A
James Monroe 36  Wheeling 

Central 21
Williamstown 38  Dod-

dridge County 12
In the colleges, Gridiron 

Grizzly foresees:
OKLAHOMA STATE 42  

WVU 31
MARSHALL 28  GEOR-

GIA SOUTHERN 24
As it stands right now, the 

Virginia Tech – Virginia game 
will not be

played.

2022 WEST VIRGINIA HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL SEMIFINAL 

PLAYOFF SCHEDULE
CLASS AAA
Saturday, November 26  1:30 pm
#4 Hurricane (10-2) at #1 Parkersburg South (11-1)
#3 Martinsburg (10-2) at #2 Huntington (11-1)
CLASS AA
Friday, November 25  7:30 pm
#6 North Marion (10-2) at #2 Independence (11-0)
Saturday, November 26  7:30 pm
#9 Herbert  Hoover (9-2) at #5 Frankfort (11-1)
CLASS A
Friday, November 25  4:00 pm
#5 Wheeling Central (11-1) at #1 James Monroe 
(12-0)
Friday, November 25  7:30 pm
#11 Doddridge County (10-2) vs. #2 Williamstown 
(10-1) at Parkersburg

2022 WEST VIRGINIA 
FOOTBALL QUARTERFINAL 

PLAYOFF RESULTS

CLASS AAA

#1 Parkersburg South 58  #8 Musselman 14
#2  Huntington 51  Jefferson 7
#3  Martinsburg 21  Bridgeport 3
#4  Hurricane 56  #5 George Washington 28

CLASS AA

#9  Herbert Hoover 27  #1 Winfield 26
#2  Independence 42  #7 Fairmont 7
#6 North Marion 13  #3 Roane County 12
#5  Frankfort 41  #4 Scott 6

CLASS A

#1  James Monroe  48  #8 Greenbrier West 
13
#2   Williamstown 49  #10 East Hardy 6
#5   Wheeling Central 48  #4 Wahama 14

Charleston WV – The fol-
lowing events happened on 
these dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, go to 
e-WV: The West Virginia En-
cyclopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Nov. 23, 1962: Roman Cath-

This Week In West Virginia History

Clint Thomas

Dagmar William Davis

Katherine Johnson

John Knowles

olic Bishop John Joseph Swint 
died. He was a great builder of 
religious institutions in the Di-
ocese of Wheeling. 

Nov. 24, 2015: For her ac-
complishments in the field 
of mathematics and science, 
Katherine Johnson received 

the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom from Barack Obama. 
Johnson worked for NASA 
calculating trajectories for 
manned space flights.

Nov. 25, 1896: Athlete 
Clinton Cyrus Thomas was 
born in Greenup, Kentucky. 
Thomas was a star in the Ne-
gro Leagues, during the days 
of racial segregation in ma-
jor league baseball. Thomas 
settled in Charleston after his 
playing days and made a long 
career in West Virginia state 
government.

Nov. 26, 1952:  A fire on the 
evening before Thanksgiving 
at the Huntington State Hos-
pital killed 14 patients, with 
three more patients later dying 
from their injuries. Hunting-
ton State Hospital is known 

today as the Mildred Mitch-
ell-Bateman Hospital.

Nov. 26, 1861: The Consti-
tutional Convention of 1861–
63 was convened in Wheeling. 
The convention provided the 
foundation for state govern-
ment in preparation for state-
hood. 

Nov. 27, 1848: Afri-
can-American educator Wil-
liam H. Davis was born. As 
a teacher for Black children 
in Malden, his most famous 
student was Booker T. Wash-
ington. In 1888, Davis was 
nominated as an independent 
candidate for the gubernatori-
al election – to date, the only 
Black so honored in West Vir-
ginia history.

Nov. 28, 1864: In a local 
skirmish north of Moorefield, 
Rosser’s Confederate cavalry 
and McNeill’s Rangers re-
buffed a raid by Union Col. 

R. E. Fleming and spared the 
South Branch Valley from 
destruction. The battlefields 
are part of the Middle South 
Branch Valley rural historic 
district. 

Nov. 29, 1921: The actress 
Dagmar was born Virginia 
Ruth Egnor in Lincoln Coun-
ty. Her acting career took off 
in 1950 when she was hired 
to be on NBC’s “Broadway 
Open House,” the network’s 
first late-night television show.

Nov. 29, 2001: Writer John 
Knowles died in Florida. 
Knowles, born in Fairmont, 
attained literary fame in 1959 
with his first novel, A Separate 
Peace.

e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia is a project of 
the West Virginia Humanities 
Council. For more informa-
tion, contact the West Virgin-
ia Humanities Council, 1310 
Kanawha Blvd. E., Charles-
ton, WV 25301; (304) 346-
8500; or visit e-WV at www.
wvencyclopedia.org. 
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Notice is hereby given that Maben Coal LLC, One Carbon Center Suite 501, 13905 MacCorkle Avenue SE, Charleston, WV 
25315 has a permit on file with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the surface mining of approximately 17.97 
acres and has submitted an application to the DEP, 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840, for renewal of Article 3 
Permit Number U300912 to operate an underground coal mine in the Pocahontas 3 and Pocahontas 4 seam of coal. 

The operation is discharging into unnamed tributaries of Slab Fork of Guyandotte River of Ohio River and is located 3.75 miles, 
north of Mullens in Slab Fork District of Wyoming County, Longitude 81º 23’ 17” and Latitude 37º 39’ 4” (Coordinates from USGS 
Topographic Map). 

Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
WPP LLC   5260 Irwin Rd, Huntington, WV 25705

*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
Beaver Coal Company, Ltd. 115-B South Kanawha Street, Beckley, WV 25801
WPP LLC   5260 Irwin Rd, Huntington, WV 25705

*and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
WPP LLC   5260 Irwin Rd, Huntington, WV 25705

Surface of the area within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
NAME   ADDRESS
WPP LLC   5260 Irwin Rd, Huntington, WV 25705

Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall identify the applicant and 
application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP address above until December 22nd, 2022, or thirty (30) 
days from the date of final publication. A copy of the application will be available for review until December 22nd, 2022, or thirty (30) 
days from the date of final publication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at: 

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm.

The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries. 

DEP Telephone Number: 304-574-4465
Permit Number: U300912

11/1, 8, 15, 22, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

(2021-S-00000026 
- Wyoming County - 

CHRISTOPHER A HUNTER)

To: JAMES LAND CO 
LLC, BENEFICIAL WEST 
VIRGINIA INC, TOMMY 
DIXON, TRUSTEE, Wells 
Fargo BANK, NA, HSBC 
BANK USA NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, or heirs 
at law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, 
lien holders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT BARKERS RIDGE  
MAP 2 PARCEL 0021 0000

You will take notice that 
CHRISTOPHER A HUNTER, 
the purchaser of the following 
real estate, Certificate of Sale: 
2021-S-00000026, PT LOT 15 
GARWOOD RT 10, located 
in BARKERS RIDGE, which 
was returned delinquent in 
the name of JAMES LAND 
CO LLC, and for which the 
tax lien(s) thereon was sold 
by the sheriff of Wyoming 
County at the sale for the 
delinquent taxes made on the  
17th day of November, 2021, 
has requested that you be 
notified that a deed for such 
real estate will be made to him 
or her on or after April 1, 2023, 
as provided by law, unless 
before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount 
you will have to pay on the last 
day, March 31, 2023 will be as 
follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
March 31, 2023.        $401.48

Amount of subsequent 
years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to March 31, 2023.  
           $1,654.48

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest from 
January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.               $880.45

Amount paid for other 
statutory costs with interest 
from following the sheriff’s 
sale to March 31, 2023.   
              $387.85

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable Brad 
Ellison, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Wyoming County.  
            $3,324.26

Cost of Certification of 
Redemption - cashier check, 
money order or certified check 
must be made payable to The 
Honorable John B. McCuskey, 
State Auditor.                $35.00

You may redeem at any 
time before March 31, 2023 
by paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Return this letter and 
payment to the 

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 option 2

11/8, 15, 22, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the following described tracts or lots of land in the County of Wyoming have been certified by the 
Auditor of the State of West Virginia to G. Russell Rollyson, Jr., Deputy Commissioner of Delinquentand Nonentered lands of said 
County, for sale at public auction.  The lands will be offered for sale by the undersigned Deputy Commissioner at public auction in the 
Hall of the Wyoming County Courthouse beginning at 9:00 AM in the morning, on the 8th  day of December 2022.

Each tract or lot as described below, will be sold to the highest bidder.  The payment for any tract or lot purchased at a sale shall 
be made by check or money order payable to the sheriff of the county and delivered before the close of business on the day of the 
sale.  If any of said tracts or lots remain unsold following the auction, they will be subject to sale by the Deputy Commissioner without 
additional advertising or public auction.  The deputy commissioner sale may include tracts or lots remaining unsold from a previous 
auction not required by law to be readvertised and described for this subsequent auction of those same tracts and lots. All sales are 
subject to the approval of the Auditor of the State of West Virginia.

CERT YEAR NAME 1 NAME2 DESCRIPTION DISTRICT
NO SOLD
553580 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  .12 (S) GUYAN RIVER  BAILEYSVILLE
553581 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  PT TR #1 50’X75’X?X75’ (F) 
    BRIER CR BAILEYSVILLE
553582 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  160 & 161 (M) BARTLEY  BAILEYSVILLE
553583 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  125 TO 127 (M) BARTLEY  BAILEYSVILLE
553584 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  2 AC (M) BRIER CR  BAILEYSVILLE
553585 2019 FIRST ALERT SECURITY LLC  .7 (S) BARKERS CREEK  BARKERS RIDGE
553586 2019 LUSK ELVIN L & JAMES L & RICHARD 
  LEWIS HRS  LT 16 COVEL  BARKERS RIDGE
553587 2019 DUNWOOD LLC  1.60 (S) ROCKHOUSE FORK 
    OF SKIN FORK CENTER
553588 2019 SHUMATE RAY  0.12 AC (S) ROCKCASTLE CREEK CENTER
553589 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  LOT 9 ST RD 10 BETWEEN 
    PINE- VILLE & ROCKVIEW CENTER
553590 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  LT 21 A (PUMP LOT) COAL MTN 
    SUB-DIV #1 CLEAR FORK
553591 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  .76 (F) CUB CREEK CLEAR FORK
553592 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  PARCEL 100’X100’ (S) JOSH FK 
    OF LONG BR CLEAR FORK
553593 2019 LESTER PATRICIA  .437 (F) LITTLE HUFF CREEK  HUFF CREEK
553594 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  8.31 (M) (LESS COAL) HUFF CR  HUFF CREEK
553595 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  2 (M) MUZZLE CREEK  HUFF CREEK
553596 2019 CLASSIC OIL & GAS RESOURCES INC. 1 AC (F) CLEAR FORK  OCEANA
553597 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  BLK B LOT 74 MADDY ADD  PINEVILLE CORP
553598 2019 WHITNEY ENTERPRISES LLC  BLK B LT 5 MADDY ADD  PINEVILLE CORP
553599 2019 DUNWOOD LLC  LOT 69 POLL GREEN SUB DIV SLAB FORK
553600 2019 WALLACE DORIS ANN ET-ALS  LOTS 281 & 282 & 8 FT OF 
    283 GLEN FORK SLAB FORK

Any of the aforesaid tracts or lots may be redeemed by any person entitled to pay the taxes thereon at any time prior to the sale 
by payment to the Deputy Commissioner of the total amount of taxes, interest, and charges thereon up to the date of redemption.  
Lands listed above as escheated or waste and unappropriated lands may not be redeemed.

Given under my hands this 7th day of November 2022.

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered Lands for Wyoming County

11/15, 22, 29, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

(continued 
on Page 6)

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

Notice is hereby given that by virtue of the authority under 
that certain deed of trust executed by Franklin Donald Perdue, 
Jr. and Dezari Perdue, to Samme L. Gee and Lew G. Tyree, 
Trustees dated February 26, 2007, and recorded in the office of 
the Clerk of the County Commission of Wyoming County, West 
Virginia, in Trust Deed Book 243, at page 197, by which was 
conveyed to said Trustee(s) the hereinafter described real estate 
to secure the payment of a certain promissory note set out and 
described therein, and default having been made in the payment 
of said note, the undersigned Substitute Trustee(s) having been 
appointed Substitute Trustee by an Appointment of Substitute 
Trustee dated July 11, 2022, and having been requested in 
writing by the holder of said note, will sell to the highest and best 
bidder on December 6, 2022 at 8:00 a.m., at the front door of the 
courthouse of Wyoming County, West Virginia, the real estate 
conveyed by said deed of trust and situate in Oceana District, 
Wyoming County, West Virginia, together with easements, 
improvements and appurtenances thereunto belonging, and at 
the time of the signing of the Deed of Trust it was reported that 
the address was Oak Grove S/D Loop Road, Lot 55, Oceana, 
WV 24870 and being more particularly bounded and described 
therein as follows:

That certain parcel, piece, tract, or lot of real estate, together 
with all the rights, privileges, easements, and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, situate, lying and being in Oceana District, 
Wyoming County, West Virginia, and being more particularly 
described as follows, to-wit:

Lot Number fifty-five (55) in Section II-Addition to Oak Grove 
Subdivision, Oceana District, Wyoming County, West Virginia, 
as the same are shown and designated on that certain map 
or plat entitled “Section II-Addition to Oak Grove Subdivision, 
Oceana, Wyoming County, West Virginia – Sept. 30, 1976,” and 
of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of 
Wyoming County, West Virginia, in Map File No. 1860, together 
with all rights and easements appurtenant thereto, including the 
right to use in common with the owners of the other lots, the 
streets, alleys and ways on said map set forth; and being a part 
of the same property conveyed to Carol H. Fultz and Charles 
E. C. Fult, husband and wife, and Nancy H. Smith and David 
Smith, her husband by Carl W. Hammond and Edith Hammond, 
his wife, et als., by deed dated July 20, 1978, and of record in 
the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Wyoming 
County, West Virginia, in Deed Book No. 315, at page 642, to 
which map and deed reference is hereby expressly made for 
a more particular description of the property herein conveyed. 
And being part of the same property conveyed to Darrell G. 
Adams and Mary L. Adams, husband and wife, by Carol H. Fultz 
and Charles E. Fultz, her attorney-in-fact, by deed dated May 
21, 1986, and recorded July 25, 1986, in Deed Book No. 352, 
at page 192. And being part of the same property conveyed 
to MountainHeart Community Services, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation, by Darrell G. Adams and Mary L. Adams, husband 
and wife, by deed dated September 1, 2004, and recorded 
September 23, 2004, in the Office of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Wyoming County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 
No. 423, at page 072. And being the same property conveyed 
to Franklin Donald Perdue, Jr., and Dezari Perdue, husband 
and wife, by MountainHearth Community Services, Inc., a 
non-profit corporation, by deed dated February 26, 2007, and 
recorded March 2, 2007, in the Office of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Wyoming County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 
435, at page 542.

This sale is made subject to any special assessments, unpaid 
taxes, easements, conditions, reservations and restrictions 
affecting the aforesaid real estate.

The property will be conveyed in an “AS IS” condition by 
Deed containing no warranty, express or implied, subject to all 
property taxes, prior Deeds, liens, reservations, encumbrances, 
restrictions, rights of ways, easements, covenants, conveyances 
and conditions of record in the Clerk’s office or affecting the 
subject property.

Pursuant to the terms of said deed of trust, the Substitute 
Trustee(s) may postpone the sale by public announcement at 
the time and place designated for the sale.  The West Virginia 
Housing Development Fund or its designee may purchase the 
property at any sale.

The Substitute Trustees shall be under no duty to cause 
any existing tenant or person occupying the property to vacate 
said property, and any personal property and/or belongings 
remaining at the property after the foreclosure sale will be 
deemed to constitute ABANDONED PROPERTY AND WILL BE 
DISPOSED OF ACCORDINGLY.

TERMS OF SALE:  Ten percent (10%) of the purchase price 
as a deposit with the balance due and payable within 30 days 
of the day of the sale.

DATED this 27th day of October, 2022.

Pill & Pill, PLLC, Substitute Trustee 
BY: Richard A. Pill, Member
304-263-4971
foreclosures@pillwvlaw.com

11/22, 29, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Blasting 
Advertisement

Notice is hereby given that 
Prime Met, Inc., 836 Euclid 
Avenue, Suite 302, Lexington, 
Kentucky 40502 intends to 
conduct blasting activities on 
surface mine Permit S500619 
located approximately 2.0 
miles North of Glen Fork 
in Oceana and Slab Fork 
Districts of Wyoming County, 
West Virginia. 

Blasting activities will not 
be conducted at times other 
than those announced in the 
blasting schedule except in 
the event of an emergency 
situation where rain, lightning, 
or other atmospheric 
conditions, or operator 
or public safety requires 
unscheduled detonations. 

Blasting will be conducted 
between the hours of sunrise 
and sunset every day (except 
Sundays) between March 01, 
2022 and March 01, 2023. 

Ten minutes prior to and 
immediately after each blast, 
all access to the specific 
area will be safeguarded 
from unauthorized entry. The 
warning signal prior to each 
blast shall be from an air 
horn, audible to at least one-
half mile from the blast. The 
warning will be given three 
(3) minutes prior to detonation 
and will consist of three (3) 
short blasts of five (5) seconds 
duration with five (5) seconds 
between each blast. The 
all clear signal shall be one 
long blast from an air horn of 
twenty (20) seconds duration. 

Blasting shall be 
conducted in such a way so as 
to prevent adverse impacts to 
the public or the environment. 

11/22, 29, 6, 13, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

‘local control?’”
“We’re all over the board,” 

Roberts concluded.
The second piece of business 

before the commission was 
a presentation from WVDE 
School Operations Officer 
Sam Pauley, regarding new 
safety and security measures, 
as well as upgrades to existing 
measures. 

Pauley advised the 
commission that, “The state 
code requires counties to 
survey the safety and security 
of their facilities annually, 
and the statute requires us at 
the department (WVDE) to 
summarize that data and report 
that to you (the legislature) 
annually.” 

Pauley explained that in light 

of the Uvalde, Texas school 
shooting that occurred earlier 
in the year, the WVDE, “felt 
like it was not appropriate for 
us to call-out certain county 
school districts that may have 
one or two schools that don’t 
have certain things in place.”

Pauley cited “safe-school 
entryways, fencing, or card 
readers” as possible examples 
of what was omitted from the 
report. 

“We felt like that may 
actually put a school at risk 
for an active-shooter or an 
intruder that could harm 
students,” Pauley noted. 

According to Pauley, the 
WVDE’s current funding 
request for safety and security 
enhancements is “a lot larger” 

than in the previous school 
year. Pauley attributes the 
increase to county school 
districts taking safety 
and security “a lot more 
seriously” as a result of the 
tragedy in Uvalde. Fences, 
weapon-detection systems, 
and additional lighting were 
among the most requested 
items reflected on the WVDE’s 
report.

“Any funding that goes 
out, we do have monitoring-
procedures over those items,” 
Pauley concluded. 

The Legislative Oversight 
Commission on Education 
Accountability will reconvene 
during next month’s interim 
session scheduled for Dec. 
5-6. 

(continued from Front page)

Education Still Below Pre-
Pandemic Competencies Levels 
But ‘Moving in the Right Direction’

West Virginia Gov. Justice Will Push Car Tax Refunds 
in 2023 Legislative Session

By Charles Boothe, 
Bluefield Daily Telegraph
CHARLESTON, W.Va. 

— Gov. Jim Justice said 

Wednesday he wants to “get rid 
of the car tax on day one” when 
the 2023 legislative session 
convenes in January.

Justice said during 
his pandemic briefing 
that the people of West 
Virginia have spoken 
by voting down all four 
amendments to the state 
Constitution that were on 
the ballot last week.

That included 
Amendment 2, which 
would have given 
legislators the authority 
to end or change the local 
machinery and inventory 
tax as well as the vehicle 
personal property tax.

Republican members 
of the Senate had pushed 

for the amendment, pledging 
to reimburse counties for local 
revenue lost each year if the taxes 
were eliminated.

But Justice, also 
a Republican, had 
campaigned around the state 
opposing the amendment, 
saying eliminating the 
vehicle personal property 
tax was used as “bait” 
because legislators really 
want to get rid of the 
machinery and inventory 
tax.

Rather than change the 
state Constitution to end the 
car tax, Justice proposed 
that the state will reimburse 
residents directly for the 
local car tax they pay each 
year, a plan he says he 
is sticking with and will 
present to the Legislature.

In Mercer County, the 
average car tax paid per 
vehicle is $450 a year, with 
newer model cars up to 
$2,000, so the tax amounts 
are substantial.

Under Justice’s plan, 

which can be done without 
changing the state Constitution 
and still leave local control of 
the taxes in place, residents 
will continue to pay their car 
tax to the county, but then 
receive refunds from the state 
equal to the tax they paid.

Mercer County receives 
about $11 million a year from 
those taxes, with $8 million 
going to schools and $3 
million for county services 
like law enforcement and 
parks.

County commissions in 
53 of the state’s 55 counties 
joined Justice in his fight to 
defeat Amendment 2, saying 

t h e r e 
was no 
perpetual 
f u n d i n g 
s o u r c e 
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CHARLESTON — West 
Virginia Attorney General 
Patrick Morrisey is warning 
consumers to be on the lookout 
for unsolicited text messages 
claiming to come from the U.S. 
Postal Service.

The Attorney General’s 
Office have received numerous 
reports of consumers 
receiving text messages 
with an unfamiliar web link 
indicating there is an issue 
with a package. The link asks 
for the consumer’s credit card 
information for a supposed $3 
redelivery fee. 

“This is called smishing, 
and don’t fall for it,” Attorney 
General Morrisey said. 
“Especially with the holiday 
shopping season in full swing, 
scammers are on the prowl 
looking for victims. I urge 
consumers to be vigilant, 
be aware of potential scams 
and protect your personally 
identifiable information.”

AG Morrisey Warns 
Consumers About 
‘Smishing’

A form of phishing, smishing 
often involves a text message 
or phone number, according to 
the USPS.

The deceptive message 
entices consumers to 
provide personal identifiable 
information. Scammers are 
known to mask the message 
to make it appear it’s coming 
from a government agency or 
reputable financial institution. 

The USPS will not send 
consumers text messages or 
e-mails without a consumer 
first requesting the service with 
a tracking number, and it will 
not contain a link, according to 
the Postal Service’s website.

Visit the USPS website for 
more fraud related information.

Anyone who suspects they 
may have been scammed 
should call the Attorney 
General’s Consumer Protection 
Division at 800-368-8808 or 
visit the office online at www.
ago.wv.gov.

to reimuburse counties in the 
years to come in the Senate 
plan.

Residents may see tax relief 
in Justice’s plan on the car tax, 
but it must be approved by the 
Legislature.

“We have people all across 
this state that are hurting,” he 
said, and legislators need to 
“step up and help them.”

Justice said he hopes there 
will be no “infighting” because 
people made it clear they 
did not want the amendment 
passed and “our people want 
tax relief.”

Justice also said he wants to 
see relief in the form of cutting 
the state personal income tax, 
which he has been pushing.

“We can get on … a pathway 
to get rid of the personal income 
tax,” he said, and shove ending 
the machinery and inventory 
tax “down the line.”

Ending the personal income 
tax is a priority and the way to 

attract people to the state, he 
maintains.

“Let’s get together and work 
this out,” he said, referring to 
legislators.

With a state revenue surplus 
of $1.3 billion during fiscal 
year 2021-22 and about the 
same expected for this fiscal 
year, Justice and legislators 
have said the state can afford 
tax relief for residents.

But the disagreements on 
how to do that escalated as last 
week’s election drew near.

Justice also indicated on 
Wednesday he will support 
former Pres. Donald Trump in 
his reelection bid.

Trump declared his 2024 
candidacy for president 
Tuesday night in a speech, one 
which Justice said impressed 
him.

“I thought he did a heck 
of a job,” Justice said. “Last 
night, in my opinion, you saw 
a president.”

(continued from Page 6)

West Virginia Gov. 
Justice Will Push Car 
Tax Refunds in 2023 
Legislative Session

CHARLESTON, WV — Gov. 
Jim Justice today reminded 
hunters that West Virginia’s 
buck firearms season will start 
Monday, Nov. 21 and that they 
need to purchase their license 
and deer stamps before the 
season starts if they want a 
chance to take an additional 
buck during the state’s most 
popular hunting season.

“West Virginia’s buck 
firearms season is an incredible 
time of year and one of the 
most exciting ways you can 
enjoy a hunting adventure and 
experience all of the outdoor 
goodness our beautiful state 
has to offer,” Gov. Justice said. 
“Whether you’re a lifelong 
hunter like me or just getting 
started, I want to encourage 
you to get into the woods in 
the next two weeks and join 
the thousands of hunters who 
have helped make this special 
season one of West Virginia’s 
most beloved and time-honored 
traditions.”

Resident hunters and non-
resident hunters who want a 
chance to harvest an additional 
buck must purchase a Class 
RG or Class RRG stamp, 
respectively, at WVhunt.com 
or at an authorized license 
retailer by 11:59 p.m. on Nov. 
20. The two-week season will 
open Nov. 21 and run through 
Dec. 4.

Gov. Justice Announces Start of Buck Firearms 
Season, Return of Big Buck Photo Contest

Resident landowners may 
harvest an extra buck without 
purchasing an RG stamp if 
they are hunting on their own 
property. Nonresident hunters 
who own land in West Virginia 
are not exempt from purchasing 
a license or the extra buck 
stamp, even if hunting on their 
own property.

Hunters are reminded that 
they are required to use their 
permanent DNR identification 
number to check in their game 
online at WVhunt.com, at a 
license agent or by calling 
1-844-WVCHECK. All deer 
harvested on Nov. 21-22 in 
Barbour, Jackson, Mason 
and Upshur counties must 
be brought to a designated 
biological game examination 
station. For more information, 
check page 14 of the Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations 
Summary.

In eight counties and portions 
of two counties, hunters are 
required to take an antlerless 
deer before harvesting a 
second antlered deer. For 
more information, see pages 
15, 20 and 22 in the 2022–
2023 Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Summary, 
available to download at 
WVdnr.gov 

Big Buck Photo Contest 
Returns

Gov. Jim Justice also 
announced the return of West 
Virginia’s Big Buck Photo 
Contest, which gives hunters 
an opportunity to share photos 
of their buck harvest for a 
chance to win prizes.

The contest is open to 
West Virginia residents and 
nonresidents and includes two 
divisions: a youth division for 
hunters 17 and younger, and 
an adult division for hunters 
18 and older. Five participants 
from each division will win 
prizes.

To enter the contest, hunters 
must submit a photo with a 
buck they harvest during a 
2022 hunting season along 
with a short account of their 
hunt. Submissions may be 
uploaded using the Big Buck 
Photo Contest entry form at 
W V d n r. g o v / p h o t o c o n t e s t . 
Those entering must have 

a valid 2022 West Virginia 
Hunting License and will need 
to enter the 13-digit DNR-
issued game check number for 
their bucks.

Additional Deer Hunting 
Opportunities During West 
Virginia’s Buck Firearms 
Season

The second segment of 
West Virginia’s antlerless deer 
firearms season also opens 
Nov. 21 and runs through 
Dec. 4 on private land and 
select public lands. Archery 
and crossbow hunting for 
antlered and antlerless deer 
is also legal during the buck 
firearms season and subject to 
all archery and crossbow deer 
hunting regulations. Class N/
NN stamps to hunt antlerless 
deer may be purchased at any 
time at WVhunt.com.

“Not only do West Virginia’s 
deer seasons provide quality 

outdoor recreation, they are 
incredible for our state’s 
economy and a major boost 
to our tourism industry,” West 
Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources Director Brett 
McMillion said. “Our deer 
seasons attract thousands of 
out-of-state hunters and bring 
in millions of dollars in license 
and stamp sales and overnight 
bookings at our state park and 
forest facilities. I want to thank 
Gov. Justice for promoting 
our hunting seasons and 
outdoor recreation and making 
them such a big part of his 
administration.”

Small game hunting is 
prohibited during the first 
three days of buck firearms 
season in all counties with a 
buck firearms season.

For more information 
about West Virginia’s hunting 
seasons, visit WVdnr.gov

By Matt Young, 
West Virginia Press 

Association
BERKELEY SPRINGS, 

W.Va. - The legislature’s 
Joint Standing Committee on 
Pensions and Retirement met 
on Tuesday during the last 
day of the November interim 
session. The only business 
before the committee was the 
proposal to transfer control of 
service regarding police and 
firefighters from the Public 
Employees Retirement System 
(PERS) to the Municipal Police 
Officers and Firefighters 
Retirement System (MPFRS). 

The state legislature held the 
November interim meeting at 
Cacapon Resort State Park in 
the eastern panhandle.  

City of Charles Town 
Mayor Robert Trainer was 
the first to speak before the 
committee, saying, “I’m here 
to talk about the pension 
program and the shortcomings 
that are impacting our police 
departments.”

According to Trainer, there is 
“misalignment with the PERS 
system,” and the MPFRS is, “a 
much better fit for municipal 
police departments.”

“The reason that we were 
not able to join that is because 
we didn’t have a qualified 
pension plan,” Trainer added. 
“We were stuck in the PERS 
system.”

Trainer explained how 
member-contributions based 
on the “tier” system used by 
PERS are on average two-
to-three percent higher than 

Differences Between Retirement 
System Discussed

what contributions would cost 
under the MPFRS program. 
Furthermore, had Charles 
Town been utilizing MPFRS 
since 2015, the savings to 
the city would have been 
$112,000 based upon matching 
contributions. 

“What we’re looking for from 
this committee is some relief 
for our police department,” 
Trainer said. “Right now 
I’m down four people, and I 
can’t keep people. They look 
around - they see there’s a 
better retirement system at the 
Sheriff’s Department or the 
State Police, and they move on 
to another agency.”

“I think the Municipal Police 
Officers and Firefighters 
Pension Plan would probably 
be the easiest answer,” Trainer 
concluded.

Next to the podium was 
City of Charles Town 
Councilmember Kevin Tester, 
who told the committee, “If 
we do not stop the bleeding 
of not being able to backfill 
these open positions (law 
enforcement officers, various 
emergency service providers), 
what will eventually happen 
is we will have to disband our 
own police agency. When this 
happens, this will come back 
to you in one way or another. 
Someone still has to police 
these municipalities. One way 
or another, it is going to cost 
our state money.”

“I strongly ask that you at 
least consider resolution, in 
some way, to get these agencies 
into the correct retirement 

plan, so they can work a 
reasonable amount of time and 
retire,” Tester concluded. “My 
son is a police officer, and I 
don’t really want to see him 
on the streets when he’s 60, 
running down criminals.”

Lance Morrison, chief 
of the Ravenswood Police 
Department, echoed the 
sentiments of both Tester and 
Trainer, saying, “I made this 
trip today out of desperation 
to save the law enforcement 
agency in our community.”

“We’re tending to hire out 
of desperation,” Morrison 
said. “At a time when law 
enforcement is under such 
scrutiny, that’s a dangerous 
endeavor. The number of 
shootouts we’ve been in, the 
number of needles we have to 
handle - the number of fentanyl 
we have to endure. How much 
blood does an officer have to 
step through in his career to be 
enough? How much death does 
a policeman have to take? How 
many divorces can he endure?”

Morrison went on to describe 
an incident that occurred early 
in his career which resulted in 
his being left with a permanent 
back injury, saying, “I couldn’t 
walk, I couldn’t stand and my 
wife had to dress me.”

“I’m 43,” Morrison added. 
“There’s no way I could do 
this until I was 62-years-old. 
As it is, I have concerns over 
my age now.”

In response to a question 
from Del. Erikka Storch, 
R-Ohio, Morrison suggested 
that employees who are moved 
from PERS to MPFRS be 
required to contribute for a 
minimum of three-years before 
being eligible for retirement. 

“I understand the thought 
process of, ‘Well, this guys 
been in the [PERS] system 
for years and as soon as we 
move him over, he’s eligible to 
retire,’” Morrison said. “That’s 
a problem. But I believe every 
problem has a solution.” 

The Joint Standing Committee 
on Pensions and Retirement will 
reconvene during next month’s 
interim session scheduled for 
Dec. 5-6. 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The 
West Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Resources 
(DHHR) today announced a 
supplemental payment to assist 
eligible residents with propane 
heating expenses for the 2022-
23 winter season. 

 Residents who used propane 
for heating and who received 
a regular Low Income Energy 
Assistance Program payment 
this past winter will receive 
an automatic $72 payment to 
assist with propane heating 
expenses.  

DHHR Announces Supplemental 
Propane Payment for 2022-23 
Winter Season

The payments were made 
possible by a $250,000 
donation resulting from a class 
action settlement in the Swiger 
v. AmeriGas case, which was 
approved by Judge Robert B. 
Stone of the Monongalia County 
Circuit Court. The donation 
was facilitated by Attorneys 
David J. Romano of Romano 
Law Office, Clarksburg, West 
Virginia; Meghan M. Cloud 
of McGuireWoods, LLP, 
Charlottesville, Virginia; 
and Edgar C. Gentle, III, 
Court Appointed Claims 

Administrator, Hoover, 
Alabama.

 “DHHR is once again 
pleased to provide this special 
propane heating assistance to 
3,624 eligible families,” said 
DHHR Cabinet Secretary Bill 
J. Crouch. “We hope that this 
additional payment, enabled 
through a thoughtful donation, 
will help these households 
offset rising heating expenses 
this winter.” 

 All payments are expected 
to be issued by November 21, 
2022.
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Happy 
Thanksgiving

A Time To Be Thankful F�  
All Things 

Big And Small
Have A Happy Holiday!

Be Thankful!
We wish 

you a Happy 
Thanksgiving!
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What are the most common scams today that target elder-

ly seniors? My 75-year-old mother has been swindled several 
times over the past year, so I’m being extra cautious.

Paranoid Patty

Dear Patty,
Great question! While many scams today are universal, there 

are certain types of fraud that specifically target older adults or 
affects them disproportionately. And unfortunately, these senior 
targeted scams are on the rise. 

According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), in 
2021 there were 92,371 older victims of fraud resulting in $1.7 
billion in losses. This was a 74 percent increase in losses com-
pared to 2020.

Here are five of the most common senior scams that were re-
ported last year, that both you and your mom should be aware 
of.

Government imposter scams: These are fraudulent tele-
phone calls from people claiming to be from the Internal Reve-
nue Service, Social Security Administration or Medicare. These 
scammers may falsely tell you that you have unpaid taxes and 
threaten arrest or deportation if you don’t pay up immediately. 
Or they may say your Social Security or Medicare benefits are 
in danger of being cut off if you don’t provide personal identify-
ing information. They may even “spoof” your caller ID to make 
it look like the government is actually calling.

Sweepstakes and lottery scams: These scams may contact 
you by phone, mail or email. They tell you that you’ve won or 
have the potential to win a jackpot. But you need to pay a fee, 
or cover taxes and processing fees to receive your prize, per-
haps by prepaid debit card, wire transfer, money order or cash. 
Scammers may even impersonate well-known sweepstakes 
organizations, like Publishers Clearing House, to fool you.  

Robocalls and phone scam: Robocalls take advantage of so-
phisticated, automated phone technology to carry out a variety 
of scams on trusting older adults who answer the phone. Some 
robocalls may claim that a warranty is expiring on their car or 
electronic device, and payment is needed to renew it. These 
scammers may also “spoof” the number to make the call look 

Top Financial Scams Targeting 
Seniors Today

authentic. 

One common robocall is the “Can you hear me?” call. When 
the older person says “yes,” the scammer records their voice 
and hangs up. The criminal then has a voice signature to au-
thorize unwanted charges on items like stolen credit cards.

Computer tech support scams: Theses scams prey on se-
nior’s lack of knowledge about computers and cybersecuri-
ty. A pop-up message or blank screen usually appears on a 
computer or phone, telling you that your device is compro-
mised and needs fixing. When you call the support number 
for help, the scammer may either request remote access to 
your computer and/or that you pay a fee to have it repaired. 

Grandparent scam: The grandparent scam has been 
around for several years now. A scammer will call and say 
something along the lines of: “Hi Grandma, do you know who 
this is?” When the unsuspecting grandparent guesses the 
name of the grandchild the scammer most sounds like, the 
scammer has established a fake identity.

The fake grandchild will then ask for money to solve some 
unexpected financial problem (legal trouble, overdue rent, 
car repairs, etc.), to be paid via gift cards or money transfers, 
which don’t always require identification to collect. 

Other Scams
Some other popular scams targeting older adults right now 

are romance scams through social media and online dating 
sites, COVID-19 scams, investment scams, Medicare and 
health insurance scams, and Internet and email fraud.  

For more information on the different types senior scams 
to watch out for, along with tips to help your mom protect 
herself, visit the National Council on Aging website at NCOA.
org, and type in “the top 5 financial scams targeting older 
adults” in the search bar. 

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Mill-
er is a contributor to the NBC Today show and author of “The 
Savvy Senior” book.


