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By Alan Olson, 
The Intelligencer

MOUNDSVILLE, W.Va. — 
The halls of the former West 
Virginia State Penitentiary, 
normally stalked by the shades 
and spirits of the nearly 1,000 
convicts who lived and died 
behind its walls, will see the 
living pay homage to them 
through Halloween.

The Dungeon of Horrors 
opens its doors tonight and 
will run through the end 
of October, as the haunted 
house-style attraction once 
again returns to the site of the 
former prison. 

Tom Stiles, who serves as 
director of the Moundsville 
Economic Development 
Council, said about 40% of the 
attraction has been revamped 
since last year, and that both 
new and returning guests can 
expect some new thrills.

“We always change the show 
— people remember what 
the show was like last year, 
and enjoyed it, so they want 
to come back again because 
they know they’re going to 
get a quality show,” Stiles 
said. “But I don’t want to give 
them the same show, and the 
customers know that. 

Former West Virginia Penitentiary’s ‘Dungeon of 
Horrors’ Finds New Ways to Frighten Visitors

“This year, we made some 
significant changes, we made 
some quality changes. The 
show’s going to be really, 
really cool. We had our dress 
rehearsal Tuesday night, and I 
really feel that in the 21 years 
I’ve been here that it was the 
best rehearsal we’ve ever 
had.”

For years, Stiles said, the 
Dungeon of Horrors has been 
themed “998 Ways to Die,” 
after the number of people 
who died — from methods 
ranging from natural causes, 
murder or execution — within 
the penitentiary when it was in 
service. 

Stiles wouldn’t divulge all 
the secrets of the 2022 show, 
but said the staff was ready to 
show off new animatronics, as 
well as several new scenes. 

This year, the attraction 
includes a new and improved 
gas chamber, cremation 
chamber, and a slaughterhouse 
room, in addition to a number 
of improvements to existing 
scenes.

“We went to a convention 
in the spring, bought some 
new animatronics and props, 
and we’ve added them to the 
show,” Stiles said. “We’ve 

got the crematory room, the 
upgrade in the old cave system 
is phenomenal, … we’ve got 
a new-and-improved boat 
ride in the Sugar Shack, a riot 
scene that’s really cool. … 
We’ve got a great show. We 
really do.”

The Dungeon of Horrors 
opens tonight and operates 
Friday and Saturday through 

the end of October, as well 
as Sunday, Oct. 23 and 30, as 
well as on Halloween. 

Tickets are timed, and 
may be booked online at 
wvpentours.com/halloween/
dungeon. 

Stiles advised interested 
guests that tickets for any date 
or time can be purchased ahead 
of time, and that shows get 

increasingly more crowded 
the closer to Halloween, so 
booking ahead is advised. 

“The last three weekends, 
you better get your tickets 
ahead of time. That’s peak 
time — people want to come 
close to Halloween, but 
they’re timed. We can only 
sell so many.”

By Steven Allen Adams, 
The Journal

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — 
Under intense pressure from 
progressive Democrats and 
Republican lawmakers, U.S. 
Sen. Joe Manchin released his 
permitting reform language late 
Wednesday that will be part of 
a continuing resolution to keep 
the federal government funded 
past September.

Manchin, D-W.Va., released 
the permitting reform package 
Wednesday evening, with staff 
giving reporters a sneak peek 
and briefing late Wednesday 
afternoon.

Calling it the Energy 
Independence and Security Act 
of 2022, the package would 
streamline the process for 
federal authorizations of energy 
and natural resources projects, 
such as oil and natural gas 
drilling and pipeline projects.

“No matter what you want to 
build, whether it’s transmission 
pipelines or hydropower dams, 
more often than not, it takes 
too long and drives up costs,” 
Manchin said in a statement 
released Wednesday evening. 
“I can assure you, the longer 
the time goes on, the more the 
price goes up. That’s what we’re 
facing in America today with 
energy.”

The package sets a two-

U.S. Senator Manchin Permitting Reform 
Language Released

year deadline for National 
Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) reviews of proposed 
projects that require full 
environmental impact 
statements from more than one 
federal agency. The target date 
drops to one year for projections 
requiring one environmental 
assessment. It also requires 
approval of remaining permits 
within 180 days once the NEPA 
process has concluded.

Manchin’s bill language 
requires one agency to take the 
lead on coordinating project 
reviews and requires sharing of 
information between agencies to 
expedite the permitting process. 
Any court cases to block 
projects would need to be filed 
within 150 days, and it sets a 
deadline for courts of no more 
than 180 days for agencies to act 
on remanded or vacated permits. 
It also creates dispute resolution 
procedures to keep projects from 
bogging down.

The act requires the president 
to designate certain projects 
of national importance, which 
would flag those projects for 
expedited review. It gives the 
federal government greater 
authority to expedite permits 
for new electrical transmission 
lines, and it requires all 
federal agencies to approve 
all remaining permits for the 

long-delayed Mountain Valley 
Pipeline that would transport 
natural gas from West Virginia 
to the Virginia coast.

Manchin’s staff confirmed 
that the Energy Independence 
and Security Act will be part of 
the continuing resolution that 
Congress will vote on next week 
in order to keep the government 
funded. Several Democratic 
lawmakers in both the U.S. 
House of Representatives and 
U.S. Senate have called for 
separating Manchin’s permitting 
reform language from the CR 
and voting on both separately.

According to Politico, several 
progressive Senators – including 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. — wrote 
a letter Wednesday asking for 
two separate votes. Republican 
senators have also expressed 
doubt in Manchin’s negotiations 
on permitting reform, having 
been shut out of the process. 
Republicans are upset with 
Manchin supporting the $737 
billion Inflation Reduction Act 
in exchange for permitting 
reform.

“I guess the old saying goes 
that politics makes strange 
bedfellows,” Manchin said. “I 
have to be honest with you, 
I’ve been around for a long 
time in state politics and federal 
politics. I’ve never seen stranger 
bedfellows than Bernie Sanders 

and the extreme liberals siding 
with Republican leadership. In 
the Democratic caucus, I’ve 
never seen this happen. So, 
what I’m hearing is that this is 
revenge politics towards one 
person, me. And I’m thinking, 
this is not about me.”

Senate Republicans have 
rallied around a permitting 
reform proposal introduced 
by U.S. Sen. Shelley Moore 
Capito, R-W.Va., last week. On 
the phone briefing, Manchin’s 
staff said there were several 
similarities between Manchin’s 
and Capito’s proposals.

Capito’s bill — called the 
Simplify Timelines and Assure 
Regulatory Transparency 
(START) Act — would prohibit 
retroactive vetoes of permits, 
streamline the ability for 
industry to make improvements 
or reduce emissions, shorten 
certain timeframes in the 
Endangered Species Act and 
give states the right to develop 
energy resources on federal 
lands.

It would also give states the 
exclusive authority to regulate 
hydraulic fracturing used for 
extracting oil and natural gas and 
codifies several environmental 
and National Environmental 
Policy Act regulations put in 
place during former President 
Donald Trump’s tenure.

Capito was unavailable for 
comment Wednesday evening.

Since he is facing opposition 
from some Senate Democrats, 
Manchin has put pressure 
on Capito and other Senate 
Republicans to support his 
permitting reform proposal sight 
unseen, something that Capito 
and Republican colleagues have 
balked at.

The CR/permitting reform 
proposal must get to 60 votes 
to avoid a filibuster and be 
considered before heading to 
the House, where Manchin will 
also need Republican support as 
more than 80 Democrats there 
have said they would oppose 
linking the two proposals 
together. The CR must pass by 
the end of September to avoid a 
government shutdown.

“They’re going to vote and it’s 
going to be in the CR,” Manchin 
said. “If they’re willing to say 
they’re going to shut down 
the government because of a 
personal attack on me, or by 
not looking at the good of the 
country, that is what makes 
people sick about politics. It 
makes me sick about politics. 
You know me, if it looks good, 
I don’t care whether it was a 
Republican or Democratic idea. 
I’m for it. As long as I can go 
home and explain it, it makes 
sense.”\

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — 
West Virginia Attorney General 
Patrick Morrisey announced 
two settlements have been 
reached between Walmart, 
CVS and the state amounting 
to more than $147 million to 
resolve lawsuits that alleged 
the pharmacies failed to 
maintain effective controls 
as a distributor and dispenser 
against diversion that 
contributed to oversupply of 
opioids in the state.

“These settlements won’t 
bring back the lives lost from 
the opioid epidemic, but these 
and other settlements will 
hopefully provide significant 
help to those affected the most 
by this crisis in our state,” 
Attorney General Morrisey 
said. “This development also 

Attorney General Morrisey Announces More Than $147 
Million in Settlements with Walmart, CVS Pharmacies

avoided a costly and lengthy 
trial and at the end of the day, 
West Virginia will have the 
highest per capita settlement 
results in the nation fighting 
for our people.”

Walmart agreed to a 
settlement of $65,070,000; 
CVS for $82.5 million. The 
CVS deal comes with a 
2.25% Most Favored Nation 
protection—a guarantee 
that West Virginia won’t be 
prejudiced by a future national 
settlement.

 The two companies are part 
of a larger trial involving other 
major pharmacies. Litigation 
against the remaining pharmacy 
defendants—Walgreens and 
Kroger—continues before the 
Mass Litigation Panel with a 
trial date on June 5, 2023.

Recently, the Attorney 
General announced a 
settlement with Rite Aid for 
up to $30 million to resolve 
similar litigation.

The money from all opioid 
settlements will be distributed 
under the terms of the West 
Virginia First Memorandum of 
Understanding. Announced in 
mid-February, the MOU is an 
agreement with the state on how 
future settlement dollars would 
be used to abate the opioid 
crisis throughout the state. It 
contains a comprehensive plan 
to use those funds to abate the 
massive problems caused by 
the flood of opioids into West 
Virginia.

The lawsuits allege the 
pharmacies’ contribution to 
the oversupply of prescription 

opioids in the state have caused 
“significant losses through 
their past and ongoing medical 
treatment costs, including 
for minors born addicted to 
opioids, rehabilitation costs, 

naloxone costs, medical 
examiner expenses, self-funded 
state insurance costs and other 
forms of losses to address 
opioid-related afflictions and 
loss of lives.”
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Turning The 
Pages

By: Paige Cline
Before the recent rains, you 

could stand on the bridge and 
look downstream at the Guy-
andotte River where the water 
level was so low that more 
rocks were visible than water. 
The smaller creeks were so 
dry that it was possible to step 
across in some places. I can't 
help but be amazed that these 
little streams can become rag-
ing torrents after heavy rains. 

During the great flood of 
a few years ago that devas-
tated the towns of Mullens 
and Oceana as well as count-
less other smaller commu-
nities, I stood on the bridge 
that crossed the Guyandotte 
and and watched as the river 
changed from a peaceful, me-
andering stream into a deep, 
swift and dangerous torrent. 

The waters that were a 
source of countless hours of 
pleasure in years past could 
exact a high toll from those 
who were careless or unlucky. 

In earlier times, you could 
stand on the bridge and, look-
ing up the river, you could 
see the old Fligger (Phlegar) 
Hole. The calm, green waters 
brushed against the lower part 
of the cliffs that were the Pal-
isades. 

There was no road there yet, 
so the cliffs rose straight up 
from the waters to a height of 
two hundred feet or more. 

Late in the summer eve-
nings, when the air was still 
and the waters calm, you 
could stand on the edge of 
the bridge and look down at 
schools of garfish floating 
near the surface in formation. 
Most were two feet in length 
or more and skinny as a rail. 
No good to eat and no fun to 
catch. I wouldn't know be-
cause I never caught one and 
knew very few who ever did. 

As youngsters with vivid 
imaginations (instead of ex-
pensive playthings) it was 
easy to stand on the bridge 
and look down as the pointed 
abutment parted the some-
times swift water and imagine 
that it was the bow of a great 
ship on the ocean or a river 
boat making its way upstream 
to another adventure. 

On the lower side of the 
bridge were two islands. They 
were the foundations of the 
bridge that had been replaced 

years before. 
The channel between the 

two islands was swift and 
deep and was home to many 
black bass and other game 
fish. It was one of our favorite 
places to drown worms. 

A familiar figure on the 
bridge in the evening time 
was Claude Smith, owner of 
the nearby Pine Ridge Service 
Station. The station was a fa-
miliar landmark and a favor-
ite gathering place for sports 
enthusiasts. It was just a short 
walk from the service station 
or his home behind it, to the 
bridge. 

Smith, as he was commonly 
called, even by his wife, was 
a devoted fisherman and went 
on fishing trips every chance 
that he got. So, in order to stay 
in practice, and to just enjoy 
the challenge, Smirh would 
fish from the bridge, send-
ing his artificial lures sailing 
gracefully through the air to 
the rapids below the islands. 
Then he would reel it back in-
-slowly, and the repeat it. 

The Smith home in back 
of the business was near the 
RockCastle Creek and the 
yard ended at a rock wall at 
the water's edge. The creek 
is normally a peaceful little 
stream which was ideal for 
seining minnows or catching 
hellgrammites (or, helgermi-
tes, as we called them). But 
when it rises it can become 
full of raging swift muddy 
water, so rough that it is next 
to impossible to escape if you 
are unlucky enough to fall in. 

The very young son of 
Claude and Lillian Smith did 
just that. Frankie Smith got 
too close to the muddy 

waters full of limbs and oth-
er debris,, and fell in. No one 
saw it but it was assumed he 
was swept away immediately 
and was never seen again. He 
was almost certainly carried 
the short distance from there 
to the Guyandotte, and from 
there to God-knows-where. 

The Smiths had two other 
fine sons but after Frankie was 
lost, some of the spring was 
gone from Smith's step. He 
never got over the loss of his 
son. 

He surely had different 
thoughts as he stood on the 
bridge and gazed down the 
river. 

Wondering 

Five West Virginia University 
alumni are recipients of presti-
gious Fulbright Scholarships to 
teach English or conduct research 
abroad over the next year while 
building cross-cultural relation-
ships.  

They join the ranks of more 
than 80 other WVU students 
who have been named Fulbright 
Scholars during the program’s 
history.  

“These alumni clearly under-
stand the importance of immers-
ing oneself in another culture, 
the perspective it brings and the 
importance of making a positive 
global impact,” Cate Johnson, 
assistant director of the ASPIRE 
Office, said. “We’re thrilled they 
will be representing WVU and 
the United States overseas.” 

Valerie Browne of Martinsburg 
majored in Russian Studies and 
English with a creative writing 
concentration. She will serve as 
an English teaching assistant at 
the Pedagogical University of 
Krakow in Poland. Browne is 
passionate about cultural, lin-
guistic and literary exchange and 
will spend much of her time in 
Krakow working with Ukraini-
ans displaced by the war in their 
home country. 

“As a person of Ukrainian her-
itage, it is really meaningful that 
I’ll have the opportunity to serve 
Ukrainian refugees in a concrete 
way,” she said. “Fulbright is a 
wonderful way to gain interna-
tional experience as well as new 
linguistic knowledge and to build 
cross-cultural bridges before I 
continue my studies as a graduate 
student.”  

Bridgeport native Grant Du-
Vall will work in Viljandi, Es-
tonia, with the city’s library to 
provide American and English 
lessons to students of various 
ages. The biology graduate who 

WVU Alumni Awarded Fulbright 
Scholarships To Teach Or 
Conduct Research Abroad

minored in addiction studies will 
also work with harm reduction 
and public health organizations 
to learn more about Estonia’s ad-
diction treatment methods. 

“Spending an extended period 
living in another country and be-
coming incorporated into a com-
munity is my dream,” he said. “I 
am really excited to hopefully 
volunteer many of my weekends 
with Estonia’s largest harm re-
duction organization, working on 
their mobile medical buses while 
traveling across and seeing more 
of the country.” 

Hailey Hall, who graduated 
with her master’s degree in teach-
ing English to speakers of other 
languages, will teach English at a 
university in Izmir, Turkey. The 
Pittsburgh native enjoys learning 
about other cultures and is look-
ing forward to experiencing a dif-
ferent way of life.  

“Traveling abroad is important 
because I want to build positive 
connections between Americans 
and Turkish people, breaking 
down stereotypes and prejudic-
es,” she said. “I am really looking 
forward to trying Turkish food. 
I’ve heard nothing but amazing 
things about it. Above all, learn-
ing about the deep Turkish his-
tory and getting to know the lan-
guage is my top priority.” 

Living in New Zealand when 
he was younger, Morgantown 
native Wilson McNeil was cap-
tivated by New Zealand’s beauty 
and culture as well as the nation’s 
commitment to environmental 
protection. The civil and environ-
mental engineering graduate will 
return to the country for his Ful-
bright program, conducting re-
search in the civil and natural re-
sources engineering department 
at the University of Canterbury 
in Christchurch. 

“The Fulbright provided an op-

portunity to study abroad, while 
also allowing me to have the hon-
or of representing the U.S. and 
West Virginia overseas,” he said. 
“I expect to end my time in New 
Zealand with a broader view of 
environmental engineering, one 
that allows me to view the field 
from an international lens. I hope 
that the prestige of the Fulbright 
Scholarship, along with the rela-
tionships that will be formed in 
my year abroad, will open many 
academic and professional op-
portunities in the future.” 

Josephine Valentine of Shep-
herdstown will work in Oviedo, 
Spain, teaching English to el-
ementary and high school stu-
dents. She graduated from WVU 
in 2020 with a master’s and 
bachelor’s in elementary educa-
tion, a bachelor’s in Spanish and 
a minor in music performance. 
She currently works in a school 
system where Spanish is the most 
widely spoken home language 
for students and where many oth-
er students are English learners 
as well. 

“I want to learn to speak Span-
ish more fluently so that I can 
come back to the U.S. and better 
serve students who are often mar-
ginalized in the school system by 
connecting with families through 
communication in a shared lan-
guage,” she said. “Additionally, 
I am interested in teaching stu-
dents who are English learners 
and I'm excited to use and learn 
new strategies to engage students 
in learning English.” 

The ASPIRE Office supports 
students who want to compete 
for nationally competitive awards 
like the Fulbright Scholarship. 
Students who are interested in 
applying can email aspire@mail.
wvu.edu to set up an appoint-
ment. 

-WVU-

BEATRICE ANN HARVEY
Beatrice Ann Harvey, 74, of 

Sunhill, WV went home to be 
with the Lord on Friday, Septem-
ber 16, 2022 at Raleigh General 
Hospital, Beckley, WV. She was 
born on September 20, 1947 in 
Sunhill, WV a daughter of the 
late Mildred Toler Blankenship. 
She loved to sing in church and 
preach God’s word. She always 
had a smile on her face and loved 
having her family get together. 

In addition to her mother she 
is preceded in death by her sis-
ters Raseale Burgess and Genetta 
Rollins, and brothers Buck Blan-
kenship, Willis Blankenship and 
Odel Blankenship. 

Those left to cherish her mem-
ory are her Husband of 30 years 
Billy Lee Harvey, her children 
Michael Shane Harvey of Sunhill, 
Beatrice Leann “Annie” Harvey 
of the home, Tabatha Crouse and 
husband Emory of Oceana, Rich-
ard Carper, Jr. and wife Patty of 
Oceana, and Gregory Eugene of 
Oceana, a sister Virginia Lafferty 
and husband Benny of Matheny, 
a brother Bo Blankenship and 
wife Louise of Lynco, grandchil-
dren Joshua Crouse, and Deidra 
Crouse both of Oceana, and a 
host of other loving family and 
friends. 

Funeral service will be held at 
11 am on Thursday, September 
22nd at the Rockview Pentecos-
tal Church, Rockview, WV with 
Pastor Jason Perdue officiating. 
She will be laid to rest in the Ger-
man V. Harvey Memorial Cem-
etery, Cedar Creek, WV. Friends 
may gather with the family from 
6-9 pm on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 21st at the church. Pallbearers 
will be Teddy Lester, Adam Har-
vey, Steve Harvey, and Gerald 
Jackson. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home, Lynco, WV.

LOU ELLA DAUGHERTY
Lou Ella Daugherty, 68, of Si-

mon, WV entered eternal glory 
Friday, September 16, 2022 at 
her home surrounded by her lov-
ing family. She was born April 6, 
1954 in Flat Top, WV, a daughter 
of the late Oakley Arthur Davis 
and the late Bertha Mae Akers 
Davis. She was a loving wife, 
mother, and grandmother who 
dedicated her life to those she 
loved. 

In addition to her parents, she 
is preceded in death by her new-
born son Roger Dale Daugh-
erty Jr., a sister Elizabeth ‚Äú-
Mossy‚Äù Mitchem, brothers 
Eddie Davis, Roger Davis, David 
Davis, and Tom Davis, and a very 
special friend and neighbor, Ber-
nece Keneda, whom she thought 
of as her sister. 

Those left to cherish her beau-
tiful memory are her loving hus-
band of 48 years Roger Daugh-
erty, her children Oakley Brannon 
Davis of Simon, Elizabeth Ann 
Musick (Billy Christian) of 
Whitman, and Dakota Shawn 
Davis of Oceana, grandchildren 
Austin Musick of Justice, Emma 
Musick and fianc√© Kyle Adams 
of Whitman, and Caleb Musick 
of Whitman, great-grandchildren 
Oakley Kaige Davis and Preslynn 
Mae Davis both of Oceana, and 
two unborn great grandchildren 
Karlee Rae Adams and Baby Mu-
sick, sisters Nora Thomas, whom 
was her twin, of Simon, Connie 
(Fred) Akers of Flat Top, Caro-
lyn West of Coal City, Lisa Far-
ley of Fireco, Francis ‚ÄúCrick-
et‚Äù Puffenbarger of Ghent, 
Annie Reed of Basin, and Martha 
(Lewis) Hylton of Cool Ridge, 
brothers Claude (Libby) Davis 
of Fireco, Arthur Davis of Phila-
delphia, PA, and Arnold Davis of 
Josephine. Lou Ella also leaves 
behind an extended host of niec-

es, nephews, and friends. 
Funeral Service will be held at 

12 pm on Wednesday, September 
21st in the Chapel of Stafford 
Family Funeral Home, Lynco, 
WV. Friends may gather with the 
family from 6-9 pm on Tuesday, 
September 20th at the funeral 
home. In keeping with her wishes 
she will be cremated. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home, Lynco, WV.

SHARON DALE 
ESTEP COOK

Sharon Dale Estep Cook, 80, 
of Kingsport, TN, formerly of 
Oceana, WV passed away on 
Friday, September 16, 2022 
at Holston Valley Medical 
Center. Born July 27, 1942 in 
Boone County, WV, she was 
the daughter of the late Delmer 
C. and Melfa Estep. She was 
a 1960 graduate of Oceana 
High School. Sharon was a 
beloved member of Toneda 
Missionary Baptist Church in 
Oceana, and faithful attendee 
of First Baptist Church upon 
moving to Kingsport. She was 
a devoted wife, mother, and 
grandmother. 

In addition to her parents, 
Sharon is preceded in death 
by her sister, Lois O’Brien and 
sister-in-law Hazel Estep. 

Survivors include her loving 
husband of 55 years, Carlos 
Cook, her children, Lora 
Lydick (Mark) of Charles City, 
VA, C.W. Cook (Johanna) 
of Ponte Vedra, FL, Christa 
Nidiffer (Kevin) of Kingsport, 
TN, brothers Michael Estep 
of Kopperston, WV and Joe 
Estep (Dottie) of Surfside 
Beach, SC, a sister, Linda 
Langdon (Jim) of Greenville, 

MS, grandchildren Samantha 
Lydick of Tucson, AZ, Garrett 
Lydick of Richmond, VA, 
Logan Atwell of Knoxville, 
TN, McKenna Nidiffer of 
Kingsport, TN, Gaby Cook 
and Ellie Cook of Ponte 
Vedra, FL, several nieces 
and nephews, many extended 
family members and special 
friends. 

Funeral services will be 
at 12pm on Wednesday, 
September 21st at Sunset 
Memorial Park in Beckley, 
WV with Dr. Marvin Cameron 
officiating. Interment will 

follow in the mausoleum. 
Friends may gather with the 
family from 11:30 am until 
time of service on Wednesday 
at the cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be 
made to Toneda Missionary 
Baptist Church, Gideons 
International, St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital, or the 
Disabled American Veterans. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home, Lynco, WV. 

“Well done, my good and 
faithful servant!” Matthew 
25:21



The Independent Herald•Tuesday, September 27th, 2022• Page 3

Sports News

By: Gary Dove  
WN Sports Writer

BRADSHAW – On a fall 
evening when River View 
honored military veterans and 
First Responders, the Raiders 
played an inspired first half to 
trail the number four ranked 
Class A Van Bulldogs only 6-0 
at halftime before falling 42-8. 

Before a standing crowd of 
fans prior to the contest, mil-
itary personnel, both former 
and current, followed by First 
Responders, filed onto Mitch 
Estep Field before lining up 
facing the bleachers to the 
adulation and applause of all 
present.

River View head coach 
George Kennedy, himself 
a veteran who joined in the 
walk, shook hands with each 
of the honorees and in a touch-
ing moment, the six officials 
for the game filed in front of 
each and shook hands with 
them.

After that ceremony, the 
Raiders ran onto the field, with 
a dozen American Flags car-
ried by the players, who wore 
new camouflage jerseys, with 
black pants and black helmets, 
for the evening.

Van won the coin toss and 
elected to defer to the start of 

River View Falls To Van In Second Half
the second half.

The home team picked up 
a pair of first downs in the 
opening series before a pass 
interception, the first of three 
on the night, stopped that pos-
session.

The Bulldogs, sporting a 
twin shotgun  offensive set, 
covered 63 yards to the end 
zone in 8 plays, all on the 
ground, to take a 6-0 lead 6:21 
into the first chapter.

Senior tailback Shaun 
Booth picked up 13 yards in 
the march, including the final 
four for the TD.  Fellow run-
ning back Brady Green     ran 
for 21 yards on that drive, 
while wingback junior Gavin 
Branham had 24 yards on only 
one tote.

Each team punted once and 
each lost a fumble during the 
remainder of the opening two 
periods, with the View defense 
standing strong in keeping 
Van out of the end zone for the 
aforementioned 6-0 Bulldog 
advantage.

The second half reinforced 
why the Bulldogs had that 
number four rating entering 
the game, as the Boone Coun-
tians scored on their first five 
possessions of the second half 
to claim their fourth victory in 

as many games.
Green scored four of those 

five TDs and passed for the 
other, while ending his eve-
ning’s work with 208 rushing 
yards on 23 carries.

Van concluded with 317 
yards on the ground on 39 at-
tempts, while Green complet-
ed 3-of-4 passes for 14 yards 
and one score.

Branham ran 7 times for 75 
yards, while Booth ended with 
34 rushing yards despite hav-
ing to leave the contest late in 
the third quarter after being 
injured.

The Bulldogs dressed only 
18 players for the game.

River View got on the board 
only 20 seconds into the fourth 
stanza to cap a 7 play 52 yard 
march that concluded on a 9 
yard Josh Proffitt jaunt around 
left end.  James Kennedy 
passed to Tyler Cooper for the 
extra points to cut the deficit 
to 26-8 before the Bulldogs 
added a pair of touchdowns to 
pen the 42-8 final.

The Raiders fell to 0-4 with 
the loss and will visit likewise 
0-4 Wyoming East this week.
SCORE BY QUARTERS
VAN              6     0     20     
16     42
RIVER VIEW    0     0     0      

8      8
SCORING
First Quarter
V:  Shaun Booth 4 yd run (PAT 
pass failed)  5:39
Second Quarter
No scoring
Third Quarter
V:  Brady Green 8 yd run (PAT 
pass failed)  11:36
V:  Green 20 yd run (PAT pass 
failed)  5:32
V:  Jason Massey 13 yd pass 
from Green (Green PAT run)  
2:43
Fourth Quarter 
RV:  Josh Proffitt 9 yd run 
(Tyler Cooper PAT pass from 
James Kennedy)  11:40
V:  Green 14 yds run (Massey 
PAT pass from Green)  7:55
V:  Green 8 yd run (Cody Price 
PAT run)  3:52

Gridiron Grizzly
The Grizz went 5-3 last 

weekend, ending up on the 
loss side of the ledger when 
WVU upended Virginia 
Tech, Concord surprised 
Frostburg and Bluefield 
State fell to Fort Valley State.

For the season, the Bear’s 
record is 21-18.

First in the high schools:
WHEELING CENTRAL 40  
MOUNT VIEW 16
WYOMING EAST 28  RIV-
ER VIEW 24
LIBERTY RALEIGH 24  

WESTSIDE 18
In the colleges:
TEXAS 31  WVU 28
MARSHALL 35  GARD-
NER WEBB 14
UNC 28  VIRGINIA TECH 
17
CONCORD 24  FAIR-
MONT STATE 17
BLUEFIELD STATE UNI-
VERSITY 40  APPREN-
TICE SCHOOL 19
PIKEVILLE 27  BLUE-
FIELD UNIVERSITY 24

THIS WEEK’S 
AREA FOOTBALL 

SCHEDULE
Friday, September  

30, 2022
Wheeling Central (4-0) 
at Mount View (1-3)  
7:30  pm 

River View (0-4) at 
Wyoming East (0-4)  
7:30 pm

Westside (1-4) at Liberty 
Raleigh (1-3)  7:00 pm  

Independence 62  Westside 0
Man 49  Wyoming East 8
Van 42  River View 8
Clay County 49  Liberty Raleigh 
6
Herbert Hoover 56  Sissonville 
21
Hurley, Va 20  Tug Valley 13
Midland Trail 13  Summers 

LAST WEEK’S AREA 
FOOTBALL RESULTS

County 12
Poca 41  Mingo Central 7
Pocahontas County 54  Rich-
wood 0
Point Pleasant 44  Warren Local, 
OH  0
Ravenswood 21  Sherman 14
Roane County 51  Buffalo 16
Shady Spring 26  Pike View 6
Wahama 72  Webster County 22

This Week’s Football Preview
Game    Winner - Last Won  Notes
Wheeling Central (4-0)  This will be the first meeting Wheeling Central Will
At Mount View (1-3)  on the gridiron between the be the 71st different
    Maroon Knights and the  school the view has 
    Golden Knights   played in football

River View (0-4) at  2021 River View won  Raiders vs. Warriors
Wyoming East (0-4)  36-13    4-8 George Kennedy
    Wyoming East last won  vs. WE 1-3 Jimmy
Compiled By: Gary Dove In 2020 51-24   Adkins vs. RV 1-1

By: Gary Dove
WN Sports Writer

The tenth annual Welch Lions’ 
Club McDowell County Sports 
Hall of Fame induction will be 
held Saturday, October 8, 2022 at 
Mount View High School, begin-
ning at 1 pm.

This year’s event will be tied 
to the Homecoming celebra-

Sports Hall Of Fame Is 
October 8

tion that weekend, to cap Friday 
night’s Golden Knight-Van foot-
ball game to be played at Vic 
Nystrom Stadium.

A complete preview of the bios 
of each inductee in this class will 
be in next week’s Welch News.

Tickets for this year’s Induc-
tion may be purchased from any 
Welch Lions’ Club member.

STATISTICS               
Van                    River View
First Downs               
16                      9
Rushing                   
39-317               38-106
Passing Yardage           
14                      0
Total Yardage             
331                    106
Passing Att-Comp          
4-3                     4-0
Interceptions Thrown      
0                       3
Fumbles-Lost              
3-1                     3-2
Penalties                 
10-104                 4-25
Punts – Yds – Avg         
1-14-14.0            2-48-24.0
Offensive Plays           
44                        44

Military burn pits are not 
campfires.

A campfire burns wood, but 
according to West Virginia Uni-
versity School of Medicine re-
searcher Timothy Nurkiewicz, 
burn pits can consume things like 
batteries, bullets, jet fuel, surgical 
waste and human waste.

Nurkiewicz, chair of the De-
partment of Physiology and Phar-
macology, is studying how inhal-
ing emissions from these burning 
and smoldering materials could 
lead to serious health problems 
in military veterans. He and his 
team are using a special stove 
in WVU’s Inhalation Facility to 
safely re-create the conditions of 
burn pit exposure and study their 
health effects.

The project is a collaboration 
with the National Guard, Min-
neapolis Veterans Affairs and 
Northwestern University.

“In camping, what you pack in, 
you pack out, right?” Nurkiewicz 
said. “Well, the military has to 
prevent the enemy from benefit-
ing from their presence. So, they 
destroy everything they have. In 
concept, the logic is obvious, but 
in practice, it’s a horrible thing 
because you’re throwing in ev-
erything from standard garbage 
— paper, plastic, fabric, food — 
to paint, oil, batteries, computers, 
unspent ordnance and jet fuel. 
And I haven’t even mentioned 
the medical waste as well as stan-
dard human waste.”

At the Inhalation Facility, 
which Nurkiewicz directs, he and 
his team are using a customized 
stove that they modified to burn 
pellets that incorporate the most 
common materials that go into 
burn pits.

The pellets’ composition is 
based on samples of “sand and 
ash collected from some of the 
busiest bases in Iraq,” he said.

The WVU School of Forestry 
in the Davis College of Agri-
culture, Natural Resources and 
Design is making the pellets out 
of materials that dominated the 
samples, including paper, rubber, 
plastic and nylon.

After Nurkiewicz and his team 
feed the pellets into the stove, 
they’ll use jet fuel to ignite them. 
That’s an important detail be-
cause soldiers used jet fuel as the 
main accelerant for burn pits.

As the pellets burn, the re-
searchers will capture the emis-

WVU Researchers Sift Through 
The Smoke To See How Burn 
Pits Make Veterans Ill

sions they release and analyze 
the toxicants they contain in real 
time.

They’ll also pump some of 
the emissions into an exposure 
chamber where experimental ani-
mals are present.

After the animals have been 
exposed to the emissions for dif-
ferent lengths of time, research-
ers will observe how their phys-
iology and behavior change.

They’ll also sample the ani-
mals’ blood to identify potential 
biomarkers that could serve as 
early signs of disease.

Later, they’ll work with Min-
neapolis Veterans Affairs Health 
Care System to run similar blood 
tests in a large cohort of veterans 
diagnosed with chronic multi-
symptom illness. Once known as 
“Gulf War Syndrome,” CMI has 
emerged in veterans of the 1991 
Gulf War and been linked to the 
inhalation of burn pit emissions.

Where the biomarkers con-
verge could point toward a fu-
ture blood test for CMI, which 
is tricky to diagnose because of 
its wide-ranging symptoms: pain, 
pulmonary and cardiovascular 
disease, behavioral changes, di-
minished energy and impaired 
immune function.

“This is not just cardiovascular 
disease,” Nurkiewicz said. “This 
is toxicity due to a unique expo-
sure that no other people have 
experienced. Combined with the 
stresses associated with deploy-
ment, the potential for adverse 
health outcomes is high. If you 
were deployed in the Middle East, 
you were probably exposed to the 
emissions from a burn pit. And if 
you jump forward, now you have 
veterans who are ending their de-
ployments, and they’re coming 
back in large numbers and pre-
senting with some very serious 
health issues.”

It hasn’t always been easy for 
veterans with CMI to get the help 
they need for their “very serious 
health issues.”

For instance, a new bill to 
expand health care benefits for 
veterans harmed by burn pits — 
H.R. 3967 known as the Hon-
oring our Promise to Address 
Comprehensive Toxics Act — 
recently became law. But it did 
so only after a long, public fight 
between legislators and veterans’ 
advocates.

Nurkiewicz’s project — which 

received support from the West 
Virginia Clinical and Transla-
tional Science Institute and the 
WVU Health Sciences Center’s 
Office of Research and Graduate 
Education — may increase the 
likelihood that veterans suffering 
from CMI will get the treatments 
and services they need.

“Even the most naive politi-
cian isn’t going to advocate for 
the allocation of resources be-
cause of the challenges in diag-
nosing CMI,” Nurkiewicz said. 
“They’ll see it as a waste of mon-
ey. So, that’s the greater goal of 
our research: to provide a more 
exact diagnosis that is irrefutable 
from a clinical perspective.”

Research reported in this pub-
lication was supported by the 
WVU Health Sciences Center’s 
Office of Research and Gradu-
ate Education and the West Vir-
ginia Clinical and Translational 
Science Institute. WVCTSI is 
funded by an IDeA Clinical and 
Translational grant from the Na-
tional Institute of General Medi-
cal Sciences, under Award Num-
ber U54GM104942, to support 
the mission of building clinical 
and translational research infra-
structure and capacity to impact 
health disparities in West Virgin-
ia.

Editor’s note: The use of an-
imals in this project was eval-
uated by WVU’s institutional 
animal care and use ethics com-
mittee. WVU is voluntarily ac-
credited by AAALAC, a national 
peer organization that establish-
es a global benchmark for ani-
mal well-being in science.

-WVU-

(StatePoint) Feeling overwhelmed 
by your Medicare options? There’s a 
good reason for that. With more than 
3,000 Medicare Advantage plans, 
over 700 Part D Prescription Plans 
available and an array of carriers of-
fering Medicare Supplement plans, 
there’s a lot to consider.

“Whether this is your first time 
enrolling in Medicare or you’ve been 
through the process before, it’s easy 
to get confused by the big picture, 
not to mention all the details,” says 
Ryan Kocher, Medicare growth offi-
cer at Cigna.

This Medicare Annual Election 
Period (AEP), Kocher is demystify-
ing the enrollment process by shar-
ing the same tips he offers to his own 
friends and family members:

1. Don’t wait. Understanding 
Medicare can protect your health and 
finances in the years to come. If you 
are transitioning from a commercial 
plan, work with an expert with your 
company’s insurance plan to avoid 
gaps in coverage as well as late pen-
alties.

2. Nail down the basics. There are 
many different plan types. Here’s a 
breakdown:

• Original Medicare, offered 
through the U.S. government, in-
cludes all providers who agree to 
participate in the program.

• Medicare Supplement plans are 
plans offered by many private insur-
ers that complement Original Medi-
care. For an additional premium, 
these plans cover costs such as co-
pays and coinsurance not covered by 
Original Medicare. There are a num-
ber of standardized options available.

• Standalone Prescription Drug 
Plans, offered by private insurers for 
a monthly premium, provide drug 
coverage not covered by Original 
Medicare or Medicare Supplement.

• Medicare Advantage (MA) plans 
cover everything covered by Origi-
nal Medicare, and most also include 
dental, vision and hearing benefits. 
They often include prescription drug 
coverage, and other extras like over-
the-counter drugs, transportation to 
doctor’s visits and pharmacies, and 

7 Tips For Finding A 
Medicare Plan That 
Works For You

fitness plans. MA plans are often 
available at no extra cost.

3. Review your plan annually. 
During the AEP (October 15-Decem-
ber 7), it’s important to review your 
current Medicare plan, even if you 
like it. This is because plan details are 
subject to change every year. Review 
the Annual Notice of Changes, which 
is mailed to you by your insurer each 
September. This document spells out 
plan changes for the upcoming year.

4. Compare all the costs. Be sure 
to factor in all the associated costs 
of a given plan, not just the monthly 
premium. Out-of-pocket costs, such 
as co-pays and deductibles, should 
also be considered. Additionally, 
note the prices and rules around the 
prescription drugs you take.

5. Check network requirements. 
Before signing up for a particular 
plan, check to make sure that your 
favorite health care providers are in 
its network. While you may be able 
to go out of network for care, be pre-
pared to pay more if you do.

6. Ask questions. Don’t settle on a 
plan until you understand it. If you 
have questions, reach out to your 
broker, insurer, physician and even 
those friends and family members 
who have Medicare for help.

7. Use your plan. Now that you 
have a plan, make the most of its 
benefits. Schedule all the screenings, 
vaccines and other preventive health 
measures recommended by your doc-
tor. Early intervention can help de-
tect conditions early when they can 
be more effectively treated.

For more information about Medi-
care, visit Medicare.gov, Cigna’s 
website at www.cignamedicare.com 
or the state health insurance assis-
tance program in your area.

“Don’t be daunted by the Medi-
care enrollment process. Being a 
careful shopper can ensure you find a 
plan that accommodates your wallet 
and your well-being,” says Kocher.
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Notice is hereby given that Rockwell Mining, LLC, 250 W Main Street, Suite 2000, Lexington, KY 40507 has submitted an 
application for the modification of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit No. WV1031139 to the Department of Environmental Protection, 1101 
George Kostas Drive, Logan, WV 25601 in order to relocate and extend the proposed haulroad. 

The operation will discharge treated water, untreated water, and storm water into unnamed tributaries of Skin Fork of Pond Fork 
of Coal River of the Kanawha River, unnamed tributaries of Huff Creek, Huff Creek, Spring Branch of Huff Creek of the Guyandotte 
River and Buffalo Creek of Upper Guyandotte River and is located 3.4 miles, Northwest of Kopperston in Crook, Triadelphia and 
Oceana Districts of Wyoming, Boone and Logan counties. Longitude 81º 36’ 21” and Latitude 37º 47’ 21” (Coordinates from USGS 
Topographic Map). 

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for human consumption 
located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this operation. Please provide your name, phone number, 
mailing address, the name of the stream being with the intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be 
submitted to the address above.

An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effluent limitations ensure compliance with 
water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, Tier 2 protection is also afforded because the agency has made a 
determination that the discharge(s) will not cause significant degradation to the receiving stream(s) for any parameters of concern.

Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the Article 11/NPDES application 
shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such 
written comments or requests should be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must 
also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received by October 20th, 2022 or thirty (30) days 
from date of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/WVNPDES application, draft permit and fact sheet (if required) 
will be available for inspection and obtaining copies during normal business hours at the DEP Regional Office located at the address 
above.

DEP Telephone No. 304-792-7250  Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV1031139

9/20, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Prime Met, Inc., 838 Euclid Avenue, Suite 403, Lexington, KY 40502 has submitted an application to 
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840. 

This application has been submitted for: Transfer, assignment or sale on Permit No. S500619 from Mountain Eagle Mining, LLC, 
PO Box 260, Bolt, WV 25817. 

Comments on the application shall be in writing and shall identify the applicant and application number and be sent to the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above. Comments received by October 27, 2022, or thirty (30) days 
from date of publication, will be considered. 

A copy of the application will be available until October 27, 2022, or thirty (30) days from date of publication in the DEP Regional 
Office located at the address above and is available at:

 http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Seach/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm. 

DEP Telephone No. 304-574-4465

9/27, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Rockwell Mining, LLC, 250 W Main Street, Suite 2000 Lexington, KY 40507 has a permit on file 
with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the surface mining of approximately 22.23 acres and has submitted an 
application to the DEP, 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV, 25840 for renewal of Article 3 Permit Number U004783 to 
operate a coal underground mine in the Eagle seams of coal. The operation is discharging into Unnamed tributary of Toney Fork, 
Toney Fork, all of Clear Fork of Guyandotte River, and Lacey Branch and Farley Branch of/and Pond Fork of Little Coal River of 
Coal River of the Kanawha River and is located 1.7 (miles), northeast of Kopperston in Crook, Oceana and Marsh Fork  Districts of 
Boone, Raleigh and Wyoming Counties, Longitude 81° 32’ 49” and Latitude 37° 46’ 10” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

 
Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by: 
Pocahontas Land Corporation,   Three Commercial Place, Norfolk, VA 23510
Rowland Land Company, LLC,   405 Capital Street, Suite 609, Charleston, WV 25301
Blackhawk Land and Resources, LLC,  250 West Main Street, Suite 2000, Lexington, KY 40507

And the mineral associated herewith and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit is owned by: 
Pocahontas Land Corporation,   Three Commercial Place, Norfolk, VA 23510
Rowland Land Company, LLC,   405 Capital Street, Suite 609, Charleston, WV 25301
Blackhawk Land and Resources, LLC,  250 West Main Street, Suite 2000, Lexington, KY 40507
Shepard Boone Coal Company, LLC,  5260 Irwin Road, Huntington, WV 25705 

and Mineral of the area and the mineral associated herewith and within 100 feet of the permit is owned by:
Pocahontas Land Corporation,   Three Commercial Place, Norfolk, VA 23510
Rowland Land Company, LLC,   405 Capital Street, Suite 609, Charleston, WV 25301
Blackhawk Land and Resources, LLC,  250 West Main Street, Suite 2000, Lexington, KY 40507
Shepard Boone Coal Company, LLC,  5260 Irwin Road, Huntington, WV 25705
 
And the surface of the area within 100 feet of the permit is owned by: 
Pocahontas Land Corporation,   Three Commercial Place, Norfolk, VA 23510
Rowland Land Company, LLC,   405 Capital Street, Suite 609, Charleston, WV 25301
Blackhawk Land and Resources, LLC,  250 West Main Street, Suite 2000, Lexington, KY 40507
Shepard Boone Coal Company, LLC,  5260 Irwin Road, Huntington, WV 25705 

Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall identify the applicant and 
application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP address above until November 17, 2022, or thirty (30) 
days from date of final publication.  A copy of the application will be available until November 17, 2022, or thirty (30) days from date 
of publication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm

DEP Telephone No.: (304) 792-7250                                            Permit No.: U004783

9/27, 4, 11, 18, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

By David Kirk, 
Times West Virginian

FAIRMONT, W.Va. — West Virginia’s 
public schools are on the rise following 
COVID-19.

Wednesday the West Virginia 
Department of Education released the 
results of its yearly Balanced Scorecard 
accountability system. The scorecards 

West Virginia’s Education Accountability System 
Shows ‘Work to Do’

evaluate schools on performance 
in English language arts and math, 
academic progress, four- and five-
year cohort graduation rates, English 
language learner progress in the four 
domains of speaking, reading, writing 
and listening and student success.

Each area is rated one of four 
proficiencies they are, does not meet 

standard, partially meets standard, meets 
standard and exceeds standard.

Across the state, the only areas where 
schools meet or exceeded expectations 
were elementary ELA, elementary and 
middle behavior and graduation rates 
in high school. The rest of the reviewed 
areas either did not meet or partially met 
standards.

However, the WVDE noted 
improvements over the last two years, 
which were heavily influenced by 
COVID.

“We will aggressively target academic 
progress and achievement as a top 
priority at the West Virginia Department 
of Education,” State Superintendent 
David L. Roach said in a press release. 
“We are not only developing strategies, 
but we have also shared expectations 
of the desired results because we know 
what gets measured gets done.

“I have communicated with my team 
and met with county superintendents so 
we can work together more effectively 
to address student achievement. It’s 
going to take a concerted effort across 
the board, and I know we can make 
significant progress in this area.”

In Marion County, the district received 
high marks in comparison to the state. 
In every category aside from middle 
school attendance, Marion County met 
or exceeded the statewide levels.

Marion County School Superintendent 
Donna Hage said it’s exciting to see 
growth over the last few years, but she 
knows the county can do better.

“I’m most proud of our teachers, aides 
and principals and the hard work they’re 
doing,” Hage said. “It shows the work 

they’re doing to maintain growth and 
to recover instruction students missed 
during the pandemic. We’re headed in 
the right direction, but we have work to 
do.”

While the county may exceed some 
state averages, several problem areas 
are still apparent in the scorecards. Of 
the 19 schools in Marion County that 
were tested, 10 did not meet standards 
in math.

Hage believes the district has taken 
several steps to remedy the problem 
and curriculum teams at each school are 
already looking to address shortcomings, 
not just in math but in all areas that need 
improvement.

One such step was the addition of 
interventionists, who target struggling 
students and give them one-on-one help 
in trouble subjects.

The theme of this school year has been 
building relationships and Hage hopes 
to foster strong relationships between 
schools in the county so successful 
strategies can be easily shared and 
implemented across the county.

“Schools can’t work in isolation. That 
takes building relationships with families 
and community partners to enhance 
the point where we can address our 
weaknesses,” Hage said. “It’s important 
to remember that we cannot just focus 
on one test to gauge the achievement of 
our students.

“This is one day in their school 
performance and there are a lot of outside 
factors, but when you take all of that 
into consideration, you see the profound 
impact our teachers and classroom aides 
have on the students.”
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON

CASE NO. 22-0740-E-P

BLACK DIAMOND POWER COMPANY,
Application for a consolidated purchased power surcharge. 

NOTICE OF FILING, PUBLIC COMMENT HEARING, AND EVIDENTIARY HEARING

On August 9, 2022, Black Diamond Power Company (Black Diamond) applied for revised 
consolidated purchased power rates, effective December 1, 2022. This proceeding is designed 
to consolidate the various elements of purchasing power into a single annual Commission review. 
Black Diamond has requested a purchased power surcharge of $0.0969403 per kWh. The 
proposed surcharge would result in a total annual revenue increase of $385,744. Black Diamond 
also stated that it has accumulated a total under-collected balance of $228,483 for its consolidated 
purchased power costs. 

The average monthly bill for customers will be changed as follows: 

............................................................. ($) Increase ..... (%) Increase .....Usage K/WH ... Usage KV

................................................................................................................Avg. ......................... Avg.
Residential All Div. ............................... $6.14 ...............5.81% ...............777 ..................................

Med. Commercial Sophia .................... $19.73 .............5.83% ...............2,498 ......................10.00
Med. Commercial Clay ........................ $19.73 .............5.99% ...............2,498 ......................10.00
Med. Commercial Mullens ................... $19.73 .............6.22% ...............2,498 ......................10.00

Large Commercial (No Customers) .................................................................................................

Street Lighting All Divs. 7000L ............. $0.59 ...............4.28% ...............75 ....................................
Street Lighting All Divs. 21000L ........... $1.38 ...............5.89% ...............175 ..................................

Outdoor Lighting Sophia & Mullens 7000L ...................$0.59 ................4.28% ..........................75
Outdoor Lighting Clay 7000L ............... $0.59 ...............4.35% ...............75 ....................................
Outdoor Lighting All Divs. 21000L ....... $1.38 ...............5.95% ...............175 ..................................

The increases shown are based on average of all customers in the indicated classes. Individual 
customers may receive increases that are greater than or less than average. Furthermore, the 
requested increase rates are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) 
by the Public Service Commission in its review of this filing. Any change in rates and charges will 
not become effective until authorized and approved by the Public Service Commission. 

A public comment hearing is scheduled for November 1, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. at Clay County 
Courthouse, County Commission Room, 246 Main Street, 1st Floor, Clay, West Virginia. Public 
comments on the proposed rate increase will be taken at that time. 

This matter is scheduled for evidentiary hearing on November 2, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
headquarters of the Public Service Commission, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, WV 25301. The 
Commission may cancel the hearing for good cause shown. Interested persons intending to attend 
the hearing should monitor the Commission web docket for updated information. 

Anyone desiring to intervene should file a written petition to intervene within ten (10) days 
following the publication of this notice. All comments and petitions to intervene should reference 
Case No. 22-0740-E-P and be mailed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, Public Service 
Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323. The public may also file 
comments electronically at http://www.psc.state.wv.us.

BLACK DIAMOND POWER COMPANY

9/27, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 
an application for Operator 
Assignment has been 
submitted to the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) located at 1159 Nick 
Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, 
WV 25840 for permit number 
S500619 held by Mountain 
Eagle Mining, LLC, PO Box 
260, 600 Glen Rogers - 
Ravencliff Road, Bolt, WV 
25817. This application will 
assign ED Coal, Inc., P.O. Box 
900 Sandy Hook, KY 41171, 
60 Clyde Dickerson Road, 
Olive Hill, KY 41164 as an 
operator on the permit named 
above. 

Comments on the 
application shall be in writing 
and shall identify the applicant 
and application number and 
should be sent to the DEP at 
the address above. Comments 
received by October 27, 2022, 
or thirty (30) days from date of 
publication will be considered. 

A copy of the notification 
will be available until October 
27, 2022, or thirty (30) days 
from date of publication in the 
DEP Regional Office located 
at the address above and is 
available at: 

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/
WebApp/_dep/Search/

ePermitting/
ePermittingApplication

SearchPage.cfm. 

DEP Telephone No. 
304-574-4465 

9/27, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Blasting 
Advertisement

Notice is hereby given that 
Prime Met, Inc., 836 Euclid 
Avenue, Suite 302, Lexington, 
Kentucky 40502 intends to 
conduct blasting activities on 
surface mine Permit S500619 
located approximately 2.0 
miles North of Glen Fork 
in Oceana and Slab Fork 
Districts of Wyoming County, 
West Virginia.

Blasting activities will not 
be conducted at times other 
than those announced in the 
blasting schedule except in 
the event of an emergency 
situation where rain, lightning, 
or other atmospheric 
conditions, or operator 
or public safety requires 
unscheduled detonations.

Blasting will be conducted 
between the hours of sunrise 
and sunset every day (except 
Sundays) between March 01, 
2022 and March 01, 2023.

Ten minutes prior to and 
immediately after each blast, 
all access to the specific 
area will be safeguarded 
from unauthorized entry. The 
warning signal prior to each 
blast shall be from an air horn, 
audible to at least one-half 
mile from the blast. 

The warning will be given 
three (3) minutes prior to 
detonation and will consist of 
three (3) short blasts of five 
(5) seconds duration with five 
(5) seconds between each 
blast. The all clear signal shall 
be one long blast from an air 
horn, of twenty (20) seconds 
duration.

Blasting shall be 
conducted in such a way so as 
to prevent adverse impacts to 
the public or the environment.

9/27, 4, 11, 18, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Gov. Justice: West Virginia Bids to Host 2024 
Olympic Diving Trials

CHARLESTON, WV – 
Last Thursday, Gov. Justice 
announced that West Virginia 
has submitted a bid to host the 
2024 Olympic Diving Trials at 
the Aquatic Center at Mylan 
Park in Morgantown.  

“The world has taken notice 
of West Virginia and what we 
have to offer,” said Gov. Justice. 
“Hosting this event would be a 
tremendous honor for our great 
state and a big opportunity 
for many, many reasons. I’m 
proud to see our partners in 
Morgantown stepping up to the 
plate to take on a project of this 
magnitude.”

The Aquatic Center at Mylan 
Park has a long history of 
hosting major and multi-day 
events, including multiple 
USA Diving Events. Looking 
forward, it will host the 
2023 NCAA Zone Diving 
Championships, the 2024 Big 
12 Championships, and USA 
Diving’s Winter Nationals event 
this December. In 2021 alone, 
the facility earned more than 
$50,000 in bid and hospitality 
support from the Monongalia 
County Commission Tourism 
Advancement Fund. 

“Bidding on an event of this 

magnitude is a validation of the 
hard work local leaders put into 
making this facility a reality,” 
said Sean Sikora, president 
of the Joint Use Management 
Agreement (JUMA) at Mylan 
Park and Monongalia County 
Commissioner. “I could not be 
more excited about showing 
the entire country our famous 
Mountaineer hospitality should 
we be selected to host this 
event.”

Partners from Mylan 
Park, the Monongalia 
County Commission, 
area municipalities, West 
Virginia University, WVU 
Hospital, the West Virginia 
Department of Tourism, and 
the Visit Mountaineer Country 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
(VMCCVB) all came together 
to serve as the bid prep team. 
This partnership and the 
positive impact from winning 
this bid will be felt and seen on 
both the tourism and economic 
development levels. 

“The Aquatic Center has 
been able to host national 
competitions due to help and 
support of the community, 
including resources, volunteers, 
surrounding businesses and 

county leadership,” said Jennifer 
Lainhart, director of the Aquatic 
Center. “The facilities’ amenities 
and the community buy-in 
has led to elite-level national 
diving competitions choosing 
Morgantown repeatedly as their 
event location.”

USA Diving will conduct site 
visits in October and November, 
the bid winner will be notified 
in November and December, 
and the winner will be publicly 
announced in early January 

2023. 
“Opportunities such as 

receiving an invitation to bid 
on an Olympic Trial is what 
dreams are made of,” said Susan 
Riddle, president and CEO of 
VMCCVB. “The Aquatic Center 
at Mylan Park is a prime example 
of how tourism development 
helps improve the local quality 
of life. Numerous groups 
collaborated and committed to 
building the facility, and now, 
the Convention and Visitors 

Bureau attracts and sells the 
use of the facility to major 
events regularly. Events have a 
tremendous positive economic 
impact and the community 
benefits from the use of a world-
class facility. As an events-
driven destination, the Greater 
Morgantown area couldn’t have 
much better tourism tools to 
attract more to our destination 
than what we have at Mylan 
Park. It is a win-win formula for 
growing the tourism economy.”

West Virginia Transportation Secretary 
Jimmy Wriston, P.E., was one of four state, 
regional or local officials from around the 
country to testify before the U.S. Senate’s 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works on Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2022.

Wriston, who has been instrumental 
in implementing West Virginia Gov. Jim 
Justice’s $2.8 billion Roads to Prosperity 
program, was invited to testify before the 
committee by U.S. Sen. Shelley Moore 
Capito, R-W.Va., ranking minority member 
of the committee. Others invited to testify 
before the committee included Delaware 
Transportation Secretary Nicole Majeski; 
Tuscon, Arizona Mayor Regina Romero; 

WV Transportation Secretary Testifies Before 
U.S. Senate Regarding Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act

and Jim Tymon, Executive Director of the 
American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO).

The Committee on Environment and Public 
Works convened Wednesday’s hearing to seek 
local input into implementation of the federal 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, also 
known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, 
signed by President Joe Biden in November 
2021. The law will put $550 billion into new 
transportation, infrastructure and broadband 
projects all over the United States.

 “We, the state DOTs, are in the best 
position to know how to utilize these funds,” 
Wriston said. “That’s what we do.”

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 

Act programs are vital to rural states like 
West Virginia which rely heavily on federal 
funding to plan and implement bridge and 
highway projects. West Virginia’s portion 
of the funding includes $506.6 million to 
improve more than 5,500 state bridges.

But while supporting the goals and 
vision behind the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, Wriston predicted failure 
of the discretionary portions of the act. 
Discretionary programs can create problems 
for rural states like West Virginia with large 
highway systems, including unpredictable 
funding levels, varying abilities of states to 
come up with matching funds and having to 
wait until money is actually awarded to start 

making serious plans.
Wriston expressed concern about 

coordination with different federal agencies. 
West Virginia and other states have already 
run up against federal deadlines that came 
and went before federal guidance was issued 
on how to apply for funding and changing 
federal rules and requirements.

“We need consistent directions, and we 
need consistent guidelines,” Wriston said.

Wriston urged members of the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works to help 
cut through the red tape and make sure the 
provisions of the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act are implemented efficiently and 
with proper guidance.

WVUToday
MORGANTOWN, W.VA. 

— The force behind West 
Virginia University’s Appalachian 
Coders project has made it her 
mission to remove elitism from 
gifted education. This means 
identifying gifted students living 
in disadvantaged areas while 
promoting the STEM disciplines.

“It’s a right students have,” Carla 
Brigandi, an associate professor 
at the College of Applied Human 
Sciences, said. “If you have any 
kind of talent, whether it’s math, 
athletics or something else, you 
deserve opportunities to develop 
your potential.”

Appalachian Coders provides 
resources and trainings enabling 
teachers to embed computational, 
STEM-related activities and 
thinking in core lesson plans for 
elementary students. The project 
tracks teacher confidence and 
student and parent engagement and 
analyzes alternative ways to screen 
who qualifies for gifted education.

Launched in 2019 in a southern 
West Virginia school district 
where 1.7% of students were then 
identified as gifted, Appalachian 
Coders, now entering its fourth 
year, has raised that number to 
2.4%.

While the increase shows 
promise, it doesn’t satisfy Brigandi, 
especially considering that the 
average percentage of students 
identified as gifted nationally is 6%.

In the rural district that hosts the 
program, educational attainment 
and incomes are low and 
approximately 90% of students 
qualify for free or reduced lunch. 
Brigandi said those factors diminish 
students’ access to gifted services.

“The percentage of students 
identified as gifted is lower in 
lower-income, lower-education 
communities. In Monongalia 
County, over 11% of students are 
identified as gifted. In counties like 
Mercer, Jackson, Wyoming and 
Nicholas, it’s less than 1%.”

WVU Research Helps Gifted Programs Discover Talented 
Low-Income Students and Bring STEM Learning to Kids of 
All Abilities

With $630,000 from 
the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Jacob K. Javits 
grant program, Brigandi 
and CAHS assistant 
professor Jiangmei Yuan, run 
Appalachian Coders with 
graduate research assistants 
Jana Stone and Cathy 
Manley. First2 Network funds 
undergraduate assistant Remi 
McClanahan’s work.

“Parents with higher 
socioeconomic status are 
more likely to have a higher 
level of education and be 
able to pay for language and 
music lessons or coaching 
activities,” Brigandi said. 
“Their kids are more likely 
to play instruments, speak 
foreign languages, excel at 
whatever they’re good at, 
because they’ve had these 
added opportunities.

“With those students, 
there’s an obvious 
manifestation of gifts. But if 
a student has potential that’s 
not developed, how do we 
recognize that? We’ve been 
working with teachers on 
recognizing gifted behaviors 
in students from underserved 
populations where gifts 
manifest differently.”

Appalachian Coders 
worked with approximately 
800 K-2 students and their 
teachers during the first three 
years.

“I was insistent that all the 
teachers had to be trained — 
music teachers, gym teachers, 
classroom teachers, aides 
and the administrators,” 
Brigandi said. “Even the 
state coordinator for special 
education came to a training. 
We spanned the hierarchy 
because that’s how you create 
a collaborative, sustainable 
system.”

She has just scaled up to 
include an additional 650 

students from grades 3-5.
Appalachian Coders starts with learning 

modules available from code.org, then 
supplements those with gifted education 
pedagogies, producing 10-minute videos that 
model the terminology and critical thinking 
teachers need to adopt those approaches. 
Often, teachers add their own twists to code.
org offerings.

In addition to classroom integration, 
Appalachian Coders emphasizes after-
school activities. At Dr. Seuss Night, “we had 
kids read ‘The Lorax’ and create the Truffula 
trees from the book out of pompoms that 
were all different colors and sizes,” Brigandi 
said.

To increase access to gifted services, 
Brigandi wants to 
change “state policy, 
which says you need 
to be in the 97th 
percentile to qualify. 
We want to change 

West Virginia’s overreliance on an IQ score we know students from 
higher-income, higher-education communities are more likely to 
achieve.

“That cutoff should be 94% at the highest, not 97%. And we want 
local norms. Let’s go to whatever county and take the top 10% of 
students: their scores, compared to their peers in their community, 
because those are your best. Let’s provide them with services 
regardless of what kids in other counties are doing, because it’s not 
a fair comparison.

“I’m not saying, ‘Throw out the IQ score.’ I’m saying, ‘Let’s look 
at some other pieces.’ Let’s also look at grades and have teachers 
rate students on creativity, motivation, math and science skills.

“We’re trying to come up with a more equitable system of 
identification because we have students here with the potential to 
make the world a better place.”
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This Week In West Virginia History
Charleston WV – The fol-

lowing events happened on 
these dates in West Virginia 

June Kilgore
LaBelle Nail

Mail Carrier Horseback

Weston State Hospital

Woody Williams

history. To read more, go to 
e-WV: The West Virginia En-
cyclopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Sept. 28, 1955: Labor activ-
ist Sarah ‘‘Mother’’ Blizzard 

died at the age of 90. Bliz-
zard was deeply involved in 
the United Mine Workers of 
America, from the organiza-
tion’s early beginnings in the 
late 19th century.

Sept. 29, 1861: The 
Kanawha Valley experienced 

severe fl ooding. The Kanawha 
River reached 46.87 feet in 
Charleston, more than 16 feet 

above fl ood stage.
Sept. 29, 1927: Artist June 

Kilgore was born in Hunting-
ton. She was an abstract ex-
pressionist painter who spent 
30 years as an art professor at 

Marshall University. 
Sept. 30, 2010: Facing an 

economic downturn and for-
eign competition, Wheel-
ing-La Belle Nail Company 
closed. The company was 
founded in 1852 as LaBelle 
Ironworks. By 1875, the city 

was known as the Nail City, 
and La Belle was Wheeling’s 
leading nail producer.

Oct. 1, 1896: Rural Free 

Delivery began in West Vir-
ginia’s Eastern Panhandle. 
Before this, there was no rural 
mail delivery, although more 
than half the country’s citizens 
lived in rural areas. 

Oct. 2, 1923: Medal of Hon-
or recipient Woody Williams 

was born in Fairmont. During 
World War II, Williams neu-
tralized seven concrete pill-
boxes at the Battle of Iwo 
Jima.

Oct. 2, 1949: The fi rst class 
began training at the State Po-
lice Academy in Institute. The 
20 cadets graduated on Dec. 
20, 1949.

Oct. 3, 1935: A patient at 
Weston State Hospital started 
a fi re in the main building that 
destroyed six men’s wards 
and caused a cupola to fall 
through the roof. The building 
was repaired, and the hospital 
remained in service for nearly 
60 more years.

Oct. 4, 1934: Sam Huff was 
born near Morgantown. Huff 
was part of a fearsome defense 
that led West Virginia Univer-
sity to a 38-7 record between 
1952 and 1955, including 
three consecutive wins over 
rival Penn State.

e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia is a project of 

the West Virginia Humanities 
Council. For more informa-
tion, contact the West Virgin-
ia Humanities Council, 1310 

Kanawha Blvd. E., Charles-
ton, WV 25301; (304) 346-
8500; or visit e-WV at www.
wvencyclopedia.org. 

Mother Blizzard

SOUTH CHARLESTON, 
W.VA. — Early black bear 
gun hunting, with or with-
out dogs, is available in four 
counties from September 3-11 
and will open up in fi ve addi-
tional counties on Oct. 1.

The counties open to bear 
hunting with or without dogs 
from Sept. 3-11 include Lo-
gan, McDowell, Mingo and 
Wyoming. The counties open 
for bear hunting with or with-
out dogs from Oct. 1-7 include 
Boone, Fayette, Kanawha, 
Nicholas and Raleigh.    

“Counties that will be open 
for early bear hunting are 
above their management ob-
jective and need additional 
bears harvested to achieve 
their goal,” Colin Carpenter, 
black bear project leader for 
the West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources said. “The 
benefi t of early seasons is that 
all bears are available because 
den entrance is still two or 
more months away. 

Carpenter notes that hunt-
ers in the fi rst season should 
focus on fi nding fresh bear 
signs near black cherry trees 
that have fruit. Bears change 
their feeding patterns through-
out the year, so Carpenter not-
ed that hunters in the second 
season should look for fresh 

WVDNR Announces 
Early Bear Hunting 
Opportunities

bear signs near white oak, as 
bears feed heavily in white 
oak stands. 

Bear Premolar Submission 
Requirement

Successful hunters are re-
quired to submit a premolar 
tooth from each harvested 
bear. In addition, hunters who 
harvest a female black bear 
are encouraged to save the 
reproductive tract or all the 
entrails. Hunters who submit 
a complete reproductive tract 
will be eligible for a $20 gift 
card. Hunters can get a bear 
tooth envelope at all district 
offi ces and the Elkins Oper-
ations Center. Hunters with 
reproductive tracts or entrails 
should keep them cool or 
freeze them and contact their 
nearest district offi ce to ar-
range pickup. 

Data obtained from tooth 
samples and reproductive 
tracts are used for black bear 
population monitoring. Hunt-
ers are reminded to purchase 
their bear damage stamp as 
well as an appropriate hunting 
license. For more information 
about bear hunting seasons, 
visit wvdnr.gov or download 
a copy of the 2021-22 Hunt-
ing and Trapping Regulations 
Summary. To purchase a West 
Virginia hunting license, visit 
wvhunt.com.

•••
“Mental pain is less dramatic than physical pain, but 

it is more common and also more hard to bear. � e 
frequent attempt to conceal mental pain increases the 
burden: it is easier to say “My tooth is aching” than to say 
“My heart is broken.” 

-C.S. Lewis, � e Problem of Pain
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Dear Savvy Senior,
I just turned 65 and would like to learn more about the 
stronger flu shots I see advertised for older adults. What 
can you tell me about them and how are they covered by 
Medicare?
Senior Novice

Dear Novice,
There are actually three different types of senior-specific 
flu shots (you only need one) that the CDC is now rec-
ommending to people age 65 and older. These FDA-ap-
proved annual vaccines are designed to offer extra pro-
tection beyond what a standard flu shot provides, which 
is important for older adults who have weaker immune 
defenses and have a greater risk of developing danger-
ous flu complications. Here’s more information on these 
three vaccines.

Fluzone High-Dose Quadrivalent: Approved for U.S. use 
in 2009, the Fluzone High-Dose is a high-potency vaccine 
that contains four times the amount of antigen as a regular 
flu shot does, which creates a stronger immune response 
for better protection. According to a study published in the 
New England Journal of Medicine, this vaccine was prov-
en 24 percent more effective than the regular dose shot at 
preventing flu in seniors.

Fluad Quadrivalent: First available in the U.S. in 2016, this 
adjuvanted vaccine contains an added ingredient called 
adjuvant MF59 that also helps create a stronger immune 
response. In a 2013 observational study, Fluad was found 
51 percent more effective in preventing flu-related hospi-
talizations for older patients than a standard flu shot. 

You also need to be aware that both the Fluzone High-
Dose and Fluad vaccines can cause more of the mild side 
effects that can occur with a standard-dose flu shot, like 
pain or tenderness where you got the shot, muscle aches, 
headache or fatigue. And neither vaccine is recommend-
ed for seniors who are allergic to chicken eggs, or those 
who have had a severe reaction to a flu vaccine in the 
past. 

Also note that the CDC does not recommend one vacci-
nation over the other.

Flu Vaccines That Are 
Recommended for Older Adults

FluBlok Quadrivalent: For older adults that are allergic 
to eggs, FluBlok, which is a recombinant vaccine that 
does not use chicken eggs in their manufacturing pro-
cess is your best option. This vaccine is proven to be 30 
percent more effective than a standard-dose influenza 
vaccine in preventing flu in people age 50 and older. 

All of these vaccines are covered 100 percent by Medi-
care Part B as long as your doctor, health clinic or phar-
macy agrees not to charge you more than Medicare 
pays. 

Pneumonia Vaccines
Another important vaccination the CDC recommends 
to seniors, especially this time of year, are the pneu-
mococcal vaccines for pneumonia. Around 1.5 million 
Americans visit medical emergency departments each 
year because of pneumonia, and about 50,000 people 
die from it.

The CDC recently updated their recommendations for 
the pneumococcal vaccine and now recommend that 
everyone 65 and older who has not previously received 
any pneumococcal vaccine should get either PCV20 
(Prevnar 20) or PCV15 (Vaxneuvance). If PCV15 is 
used, this should be followed by a dose of PPSV23 
(Pneumovax23) at least one year later. 

Or, if you’ve previously received a PPSV23 shot, you 
should get one dose of PCV15 or PCV20 at least one 
year later.

Medicare Part B also covers two different pneumococ-
cal shots – the first shot at any time and a different, sec-
ond shot if it’s given at least one year after the first shot. 

COVID Booster
If you haven’t already done so, you should also get a 
COVID-19 booster shot this fall. Both Moderna and 
Pfizer have developed new bivalent booster vaccines 
that adds an Omicron BA 4/5 component to the old for-
mula, which provides better protection. 

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today show and au-
thor of “The Savvy Senior” book.


