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CHARLESTON, WV – Gov. 
Jim Justice today declared a 
State of Emergency for Fayette, 
Greenbrier, Logan, McDowell, 
Mingo, and Wyoming counties 
after severe thunderstorms 
with associated heavy rains and 
high winds this week caused 
significant local flooding, 
downed trees, power outages, 
disruption to potable water 
systems, and road blockages.

As part of this State of 
Emergency declaration, the 
Governor has directed the 
West Virginia Emergency 

FLOOD RESPONSE: Gov. Justice Declares State of 
Emergency for Six Counties; WV National Guard 
Deployed to Respond to Major Flooding in Kentucky

Management Division 
(WVEMD) to implement the 
West Virginia Emergency 
Operations Plan as necessary, 
mobilize appropriate personnel 
and resources to respond to 
the emergency, and facilitate 
the provision of essential 
emergency services. 

“We were prepared for this. 
We knew that these rains 
were coming and that our 
people were going to have to 
be super, super careful,” Gov. 
Justice said. “We reached out 
to emergency management 

officials across the state this 
morning and determined that 
we had several counties in need 
of this emergency declaration, 
but we’re just thankful that it 
wasn’t worse. Very luckily, we 
have not yet seen any major 
life-threatening impacts from 
these storms.”

Other areas across the 
Appalachian region haven’t 
been as lucky. In eastern 
Kentucky, the same storm 
systems produced major flash 
floods, resulting in multiple 
deaths.

As a result, Gov. Justice 
has ordered that members of 
the West Virginia National 
Guard (WVNG) be deployed 
to aid flood response efforts 
in Kentucky. The WVNG 
is sending two UH-60M 
Blackhawks and two UH-
72 Lakota aircraft with hoist 
capability and fully operational 
crews comprised of 14 Soldiers 
to support the Kentucky 
National Guard.

The request for support 
will be executed through 
the Emergency Management 
Assistance Compact in 
coordination with Kentucky 
Gov. Andy Beshear’s office 
and the Kentucky National 
Guard. Crew members are 
deployed from Company 
C, 2-104th General 
Support Aviation Battalion 
(MEDEVAC) and Company B, 
1-224th Security and Support 
Aviation Battalion located in 
Williamstown, WV. Each unit 
has specialized equipment and 
crews to provide aeromedical 
evacuation, search and rescue, 
and hoist capabilities for this 
response mission.

“The mission of the National 
Guard is to be ready at a 
moment’s notice to help our 

citizens in need and right now, 
our neighbors in Kentucky 
need our help,” said Maj. Gen. 
William “Bill” Crane, Adjutant 
General, WVNG. “Upon the 
direction of Governor Justice, 
our aircraft and crews with 
specialized hoist capability and 
medical evacuation training 
will be deployed to Kentucky 
to help save lives and assist 
their comrades-in-arms from 
the Kentucky National Guard. 
Our men and women are proud 
to answer this call.”

Earlier this week, Gov. 
Justice declared a State of 
Preparedness for all 55 West 
Virginia counties in advance 
of the flooding threat. That 
State of Preparedness remains 
in effect for the 49 counties 
not included in today’s State of 
Emergency.

The Governor’s State of 
Emergency will remain in 
effect for 30 days unless 
terminated by subsequent 
Proclamation.

Gov. Justice and the 
WVEMD ask all West 
Virginians to remain attentive 
to weather conditions through 
local media reports and follow 
any instructions issued by 
emergency officials. 

By Joselyn King, 
The Journal

WHEELING, W.Va. — U.S. 
Sen. Joe Manchin said that in 
recent weeks, he never stopped 
trying to reach deals regarding 
energy security, lowering health 
care costs and curbing inflation 
growth.

Manchin, D-W.Va., addressed 
state and national media 
Thursday via Zoom while still 
in isolation with COVID-19. 
His staff said Manchin “took 
the call in West Virginia.” His 
words came less than 24 hours 
after he and Senate President 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
announced they had achieved 
the Inflation Reduction Act.

Among other things, their 
deal seeks to fight inflation by 
investing $300 billion to reduce 
the federal deficit, imposing a 
15% tax on large corporations 
and reducing drug costs by 
allowing Medicare to negotiate 
drug prices and lowering out-
of-pocket costs for Medicare 
beneficiaries.

The legislation came after 
Manchin’s blocking of fellow 
Democrats’ Build Back 
Better bill last spring and his 
well-publicized battles with 
Democrats to reduce social 
spending measures and delay 
their attempts to curb carbon 
emissions.

“All of you, I know, might be 
surprised, but there shouldn’t be 
a surprise, because I’ve never 
walked away from anything 
in my life,” Manchin said 
of the agreement announced 
Wednesday evening. “I 
just thought there was an 
opportunity here to really give 
us an energy policy here with 
the security we need for this 
nation.”

He said his main goal all 
along had been to drive down 
the high price of gasoline, while 
also reducing the growing rate 
of inflation.

The bill, according to 
Manchin, would pay down 
the deficit, protect energy 
security while addressing 
climate change concerns and 
create “robust” investment 
opportunities in energy 
technology so that America can 
compete with other countries.

“We can be energy 
independent and not be 
dependent on other nations 
for the energy supply we need 
right now,” Manchin said. 

U.S. Senator Manchin Tells Story 
Behind Inflation Reduction Act

“We will be able to backfill 
our allies around the world – 
especially in Europe – with the 
cleanest fossil energy in the 
world … while we also make 
a tremendous investment in the 
future of energy for our country 
and the world.

“I think we’ve hit our 
balance. This is not a Democrat 
bill. This is not a Republican 
bill. This is an American bill.”

Manchin indicated that 
standing firm on his goals 
wasn’t easy in recent months. 
At one point, protesters even 
surrounded his houseboat, 
“Almost Heaven,” that he lives 
in while in Washington.

“No one in their right mind 
would go through all the protests 
or aspects that happened to 
me after Build Back Better 
was defeated, which I thought 
was a bill that was too much 
for America,” he said. “It was 
something that would change 
us, and I was not in support.”

However, Manchin said he 
knew “something reasonable” 
needed to be done. In April, 
he and his staff began talking 
about what feasible measures 
could be enacted to help the 
country.

Manchin termed the 
discussion “amicable.”

He and Schumer then began 
speaking on the issue of 
allowing Medicare to negotiate 
drug prices, and that became a 
starting point for this week’s 
deal.

“My main concern was 
inflation,” Manchin said. “I 
was worried about inflation 
being a driving point, because 
it is harming every West 
Virginian. I hear about it every 
day – the high price of gas, the 
high price of food, the high 
price of energy, the high price 
of everything they need.”

Then, an inflation rate of 
9.1% was announced for June, 
and Manchin said he became 
reluctant to suggest any plan 
that “might make it worse.”

“It got a little hot and heated, 
but that’s the way negotiations 
go,” Manchin said of his talks 
with Schumer.

People thought he walked 
away or was reversing his 
position, he continued.

“I have never been in reverse 
in my lifetime, and I’ve never 
walked away,” Manchin said.

He and Schumer met up, and 
Manchin told him “something 

positive could be done.”
“We just couldn’t do anything 

inflammatory,” he continued.
Next came some restructuring 

of their plan, focusing on taxes.
The Inflation Reduction 

Act, as written, places a 15% 
domestic tax on billion-dollar 
companies, but Manchin 
stresses nothing in the bill 
actually raises taxes and that 
the 15% amount only assures 
the companies pay what they 
are already being taxed.

In 2017, Congress actually 
reduced the rate from 35% to 
21%, he explained.

“The people were paying at 
least 15% and were supposed to 
be paying 21%,” Manchin said. 
“If someone was upset because 
they weren’t paying anything, 
please come forward and tell us 
why you were able to have this 
great country protect and give 
you great opportunities, and 
you didn’t have to pay anything 
into it.”

Manchin appeared well 
during the Zoom call, though he 
did leave briefly for a coughing 
attack when he was asked 
from where the $300 billion to 
reduce the national deficit was 
coming.

Manchin explained there is 
$739 billion in revenue in the 
bill, with $400 billion coming 
from the 15% corporate tax 
rate.

Another $288 billion comes 
over the next 10 years from 
allowing Medicare to negotiate 
lower drug prices, he continued. 
The remainder is expected to 
come from shoring up the IRS 
offices and making certain they 
are able to collect the money 
owed from citizens without 
harassing them.

In addition to the $300 
billion for inflationary 
measures, about $369 billion 
of the overall revenue will 
be spent on a “robust energy 
industry,” focusing on carbon 
sequestration efforts, according 
to Manchin.

He feels confident the 
Inflation Reduction Act 
ultimately will be accepted by 
both parties in Congress.

“I didn’t do it to help the 
Democratic Party. I didn’t do it 
to hurt the Republican Party,” 
Manchin said of crafting the 
plan. “I think, in normal times, 
both parties would have come 
together on something like this. 
I really do.”

By Edgar Kelley, 
The Inter-Mountain

ELKINS, W.Va. — A bald 
eagle that was nursed back to 
health after being injured was 
released back into the wild 
Thursday afternoon at the Elks 
Country Club Golf Course.

A host of people gathered 
next the club house at the course 
to watch the eagle fly Thursday 
after being rehabilitated for 
the past five weeks by raptor 
specialist Dr. Jesse Fallon of 
the Avian Conservation Center 
of Appalachia in Morgantown.

Jo Santiago, who works 
for the U.S. Forest Service 
International Programs, 
released the eagle as onlookers 
watched it fly away into 
the distance. Santiago, who 
specializes in birds of prey, 
has helped rescue hundreds of 
birds during her 30 years of 
service.

In early June, the Elks’ Jeff 
Tenney was on the golf course 
when he spotted the eagle 
and noticed that it could not 
fly. Tenney contacted course 
grounds manager Doug White 
along with Randolph County 
911 officials, who reached out 
to Santiago. 

“Because of their strength 
and power, eagle rescues are 
not a one-person job,” Santiago 
said. “So I immediately 
contacted Dylan Lewis and his 
father Sonny Lewis so that they 
could accompany me to the 
gold course.”

Jo Santiago, at left, who 
works for the U.S. Forest 

Bald Eagle Released in 
West Virginia

Service International Programs, 
and Avian Conservation Center 
of Appalachia volunteer Beth 
Goodwin release the eagle.

It was dark by the time the 
group arrived at the Elks where 
they were driven around on a 
golf cart by Coty Daniels, who 
took them to an area where 
the eagle was last seen. About 
five minutes into the search 
the eagle was located, and was 
then corralled and put into a 
large box so that it could safely 
be transported to Morgantown.

“I threw a towel over the bird 
and secured his legs and feet, 
while Dylan secured the eagle’s 
massive wings,” Santiago said.

Santiago kept the eagle 
overnight and the next morning 
Lewis, who has helped 
with many raptor rescues, 
transported the eagle to ACCA, 
where it received a complete 
physical. No physical injuries 
were found and blood tests for 
other possible health issues 
were negative. 

Dr. Fallon found that the 
eagle, which hatched this 
past spring, was weak from 
being severely malnourished. 
Santiago said young birds 
sometimes fail to find enough 
food to sustain health.

During its time at the AACA, 
the eagle was fed and exercised 
so that it would be ready to be 
released back into the wild. 

All raptors are protected by 
both federal and state law. If 
an injured bird is discovered, 
please call the ACCA at 304-
906-5438.
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COREY LEE GRIFFIN
Corey Lee Griffith, 30, of 

Mullens, WV, passed away on 
Tuesday, July 26, 2022. 

Born June 6, 1992 at Beck-
ley, he was the son of the John-
ny Griffith (Monica) of Mul-
lens and Mitzi Palmer (Mike) 
of Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

In addition to his parents, 
those left to cherish his mem-
ory include his fiancée, Kelsey 
Cole and his children, Brody 
Griffith, Teaghan Griffith, and 
Taelynn Griffith; his brothers, 
Heath Griffith (Jessica), Aar-
on Griffith (Kenzi); his sister, 
Katie Harper (Tyler); Corey 
was a loving uncle to, Dacoda 
Cooper, Jacob Cooper, Levi 
Cooper, Ashton Griffith, Row-
an Griffith, Ansley Griffith, 
and Oakley Harper; his loving 
Mamaw, Barbara Griffith; and 
a host of uncles, aunts, and 
cousins. 

In keeping with Corey’s 
wishes, the body will be cre-
mated. 

A Memorial Service will be 
held 2:00 P.M., Saturday, July 
30, 2022 at the Solid Rock 
Worship Center, Mullens, WV 
with Rev. Mickey Mitchell of-
ficiating. 

For those considering an ex-
pression of sympathy, the fam-
ily requests donations be made 
to help defray unexpected fu-
neral expenses to Tankersley 
Funeral Home, 102 Moran 
Avenue, Mulllens, WV 25882. 

Online condolences be ex-
pressed to the family at www.
tankersleyfh.com 

The family of Corey Griffith 
is being cared for by Tankers-
ley Funeral Home, Mullens.

DOUGLAS “DOUG” B. 
HENDRICK

Douglas “Doug” B. He-
drick, 70, passed away on 
Thursday, July 21, 2022 at his 
residence in Otsego, WV after 
his valiant battle with colorec-
tal cancer. He took his final 
earthly breath and entered 
Heaven’s gate singing and 
praising his Savior. 

Born October 26, 1951 in 
Mullens, Doug was the be-
loved son of the late Isiah B. 
and Donnie O. (Jones) Hed-
rick. In addition to his parents, 
Doug is preceded in death by 
an older sister, Linda G. (Hed-
rick) Ingram and a son, Robert 
Douglas Hedrick and his fa-
ther and mother-in-law, David 
G. and Ann Pollock. 

Doug was a faithful ser-
vant of the Lord, and anyone 
who met him or knew him 
would hear him talk about 
Jesus. Not a day went by that 
you didn’t hear him singing 
hymns and reciting his favor-
ite Bible verses. He served in 
the U.S. Airforce for 5 years. 
He also worked for Norfolk 
Western (NS) until he retired 
in 1999. Doug was the most 
genuine, patient, God-fearing, 
hard-working man who loved 
his family more than anything 
in this world. He was a friend 

to many and would give any-
one the shirt off his back if 
it meant he was able to help 
someone else. He was the 
most loving husband, father 
and grandfather to his fami-
ly. If you were lucky enough 
to call Doug your friend, he 
treated you just like he would 
his family. 

He always knew how to 
make someone else feel better 
with his words of wisdom. He 
was more than just our loved 
one; he was our Hero. 

Those left to cherish his 
memory and the legacy he left 
behind include his loving wife 
of 42 years, Christine “Chris” 
R. (Pollock) Hedrick; daugh-
ters, Honey M. (Hedrick) 
Robbins, Emily A. Hedrick 
and her fiancé, William Z. Sa-
bin, and Elizabeth (Hedrick) 
Shrewsbury; his “little buddy” 
(grandson), David Geoffrey 
Robbins; along with 4 other 
grandchildren, brother-in-law, 
David G. Pollock, Jr. (Lynn); 
sister-in-law, Debby K. Ed-
wards (Mike); nephews and 
extended family members. 
Doug will be sorely missed 
and forever loved. 

In honor of Doug’s wishes, 
services will be held at Tank-
ersley Funeral Home Chapel, 
Mullens on Thursday, July 28, 
2022 at 1:00 PM. Those who 
wish to travel to the gravesite, 
burial will be held at the Hill-
top Cemetery, Hinton, WV. 
Military graveside services 
will be conducted by the Wy-
oming County Honor Guard. 
Friends may call one hour pri-
or to services. 

Family and close friends 
will serve as pallbearers. 

For those considering an ex-
pression of sympathy, please 
consider making a donation to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105-9959, 
which was near and dear to 
Doug’s heart because of the 
difference it made in so many 
lives. He didn’t want any child 
to suffer from cancer the way 
he did. 

A songwriter who was in-
spirational to Doug was Fanny 
Crosby. Afflicted with blind-
ness, she grew to appreciate 
God’s presence and comfort 
and often wrote of “seeing 
Him”. One of his favorite 
songs she wrote was “Blessed 
Assurance”: 

Blessed Assurance, Jesus is 
mine! 

Oh what a foretaste of Glory 
Divine! 

Heir of Salvation, purchase 
of God, 

Born of his Spirit, washed in 
his Blood. 

This is my story, this is my 
song, 

Praising my Savior all the 
day long; 

This is my story, this is my 
song, 

Praising my Savior all the 
day long. 

Online condolences may 
be expressed to the family at 
www.tankersleyfh.com. 

The family of Doug Hedrick 
is being cared for by Tanker-
sley Funeral Home, Mullens.

JAMES E. JUSTUS
James E. Justus, 57, of 

Brenton, WV passed away 
on Saturday, June 16, 2022 
at his home. He was born 
on April 11, 1965 in Welch, 
WV a son of the late Don-
ald and Phyllis Justus. In 
addition to his parents he 
is preceded in death by two 
brothers Charles and Bobby 
Justus. Survivors include a 
sister Judy Armstrong, four 
brothers Billy Justus, Eu-
gene Justus, Roy Justus and 
Michael Justus, and a host 
of other loving family and 
friends. In keeping with his 
wishes he will be cremated 
and a memorial service will 
be held at a later date. The 

family is being served by 
the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home, Lynco, WV.

EDWARD LEE 
MCKINNEY

Edward Lee McKinney, 81, 
of Basin passed away Thurs-
day July 14th, 2022 at Bowers 
Hospice House Beckley WV 
after a courageous battle with 
cancer. 

Born January 28th, 1941, he 
was the son of the late Olcie 
Kelba (McKinney) Stone. 

In addition to his mother, he 
was preceded in death by his 
daughter Peggy McKinney, 
two brothers, John Meadows, 
and Frank Meadows and one 
sister Corliss (Meadows) Ar-
chie. 

He was a life long member 
of the Assembly of Jesus. He 
was a retired coal miner who 
spent his retirement with his 
loving family and friends. 
Pa as he was affectionately 
called had the biggest heart 
and kindest soul you could 
ever know, never meeting a 
stranger. Always willing to 
lend a hand to anyone in need. 
He was a devoted family man. 
If you spent time with him, he 
would likely tell stories and 
share memories. He was an 
extraordinary, one of a kind 
person. In times of better 
health Pa enjoyed camping, 
riding four wheelers, hunting 
with his son, fishing, garden-
ing, and playing cards with his 
grandkids. 

Those left to cherish his 
loving memory and lega-
cy include his wife and love 
of his life of over 50 years 
Ada McKinney (Basin), son 
Thomas McKinney (Basin), 
Granddaughters Samantha 
McKinney (Fayetteville), 
Stephanie McKinney (Beck-
ley), Grandsons Tommy 
McKinney and Noah McK-
inney (Fayetteville), brother 
Ernest Meadows (Florida) as 
well as many nieces, neph-
ews, friends and his best little 
buddy Pepper Ann. He will 
be greatly missed and forever 
loved. 

In honoring of Pa wishes 
he will be buried at the Lew-
is Graham Cemetery, Basin. 
Graveside services will be 
held Tuesday July 19, 2022, 
1:00 pm with gathering of 
family and friends. 

Family will serve as pall-
bearers. 

For those wishing to attend 
the graveside service, are 
asked to meet at the cemetery. 

Online condolences may 
be expressed to the family at 
www.tankersleyfh.com 

The family of Edward Lee 
McKinney is being cared for 
by Tankersley Funeral Home, 
Mullens.

HARRY FRANKLIN 
“FRANKIE” BROOKS
Harry Franklin "Frankie" 

Brooks, 68, of McGraws, 
WV went home to be with 
the Lord on Saturday, July 
23, 2022 at Bowers Hospice 
House, Beckley, WV. He was 

born on April 26, 1954 in Glen 
Rogers, WV a son of the late 
Margie L. Baker Brooks. Har-
ry was a member of the Glen 
Fork Baptist Temple. He en-
joyed going to church with 
his wife, fishing and spending 
time with his family. 

In addition to his mother he 
is preceded in death by two 
brothers Ronald L. and James 
E. Brooks. 

Survivors include his lov-
ing wife of 46 wonderful 
years Patricia Adkins Brooks, 
three sons James F. Brooks of 
Ravencliff, Joshua A. Brooks 
of Ravencliff and Micheal J. 
Brooks and wife Cortnei of 
Bud, a daughter Stephanie J. 
Brooks of Mullens, grandchil-
dren Brittany D. Holloway 
of Mullens, Jhalin L. Brooks 
of Ravencliff, Sebastian L. 
Brooks of Ravencliff, Dan-
te A. Brooks of Ravencliff, 
Remington R. Brooks of NC, 
Weston J. Brooks of NC, Ma-
son J. Brooks of Bud, Joshua 
I Brooks of Ravencliff, Ericka 
Sizemore of NC, Madisen A. 
Brooks of Pendleton County, 
Landon J. Brooks of Pendle-
ton County and Aubreigh L. 
Seiver of VA, a great grand-
child Nikolai Sizemore of NC, 
four sisters Janice Trump of 
MacArthur, Elaine Blanken-
ship and husband Jimmy D. 
of IN, Valerie Brooks of Glen 
Rogers and Deloris Blanken-
ship and husband Danny of 
Glen Rogers, a brother Billy 
Brooks of Daniels, and a host 
of nieces, nephews, church 
family, co-workers and other 
loving family and friends. 

Funeral service will be held 
at 1 pm on Friday, July 29th in 
the Chapel of Stafford Fami-
ly Funeral Home, Lynco, WV 
with Pastor Ricky Shrewsbury 
officiating. He will be laid to 
rest in Palm Memorial Gar-
dens, Matheny, WV. Friends 
may gather with the family 
from 11 am until time of ser-
vice on Friday at the funeral 
home. Pallbearers will be fam-
ily and friends. 

The family is being served 
by the Stafford Family Funer-
al Home, Lynco, WV.

LARRY ZANDALL 
TRENT

Larry Zandall Trent, 54, 
of Cyclone, WV joined his 
loved ones and the Lord in 
his Heavenly home on Fri-

day, July 22, 2022 at Pikeville 
Medical Center, Pikeville, KY 
following a short illness. He 
was born on August 25, 1967 
in Welch, WV a son of Maria 
Faye Cline Trent of Sunhill 
and the late Alex Zander Trent. 
Larry was a 1985 graduate 
of Baileysville High School. 
He graduated from Southern 
West Virginia Community 
and Technical College in 2019 
with a degree in Business Ac-
counting. Larry was a faithful 
member of Becco United Bap-
tist Church. He spent his days 
studying the Bible, constantly 
learning something new each 
time and loved to sit and talk 
about the Bible with everyone. 
He served many positions at 
the churches he attended, be-
ginning with Sunday School 
Teacher, VBS Teacher, church 
plays, and his biggest hon-
or was when he surrendered 
to preach the Lord's word on 
September 17, 1993. He want-
ed all his family, friends and 
neighbors to be ready for the 
Lord's return. 

In addition to his father he is 
preceded in death by his first 
wife Regina Bailey Trent. 

Those left to cherish his 
memory, in addition to his 
mother, is his loving wife of 
ten years Mary Catherine El-
lis Trent, his brother Jerry Lee 
(Nancy Marie) Trent of Sun-
hill, parents in law Willie and 
Cathy Stevenson of Robinette, 
sister in laws Shelly (James) 
Parker of Holden and Donetta 
(David) Baker of Man, brother 
in law Michael (Laurice) Ste-
venson of Greenville, SC, sev-
en nieces in which he adored 
Holly Parker, Alexis Parker, 
Jamie Lynn Parker, Rylee 
Parker, Billie Stevens, Lily 
Stevens, and Kailyn Stevens, 
three special nephews Tyler 
Bailey, Jacob Haynes and Co-
rey Stevens, his beloved dog 
Gizmo, special aunts Sara 
Stevens "Big Sis", Velva Jean 
Osborne, and Shelby Helton, 
and a host of family, church 
family, and friends. 

Funeral service will be held 
at 1 pm on Thursday, July 
28th at the Becco United Bap-
tist Church, Amherstdale, WV 
with Pastor P.J. Tomblin and 
Rev. Johnny Jones officiating. 
He will be laid to rest in Palm 
Memorial Gardens, Matheny, 
WV. Friends may gather with 
the family from 5-8 pm on 
Wednesday, July 27th at the 
church. Pallbearers will be 
Steve Harvey, Tyler Bailey, 
James Parker, Bill Stevens, 
David Stevens, Landon Ste-
vens and Justin Spence. Hon-
orary pallbearers will be Glen-
dale Belcher and Joey Webb. 
The family is being served by 
the Stafford Family Funeral 
Home, Lynco, WV.
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What is breast reconstruction?
Many women who have a mas-

tectomy—surgery to remove an 
entire breast to treat or prevent 
breast cancer—have the option 
of having the shape of the re-
moved breast rebuilt.

Women who choose to have 
their breasts rebuilt have several 
options for how it can be done. 
Breasts can be rebuilt using im-
plants (saline or silicone). They 
can also be rebuilt using autolo-
gous tissue (that is, tissue from 
elsewhere in the body). Some-
times both implants and autol-
ogous tissue are used to rebuild 
the breast.

Surgery to reconstruct the 
breasts can be done (or started) 
at the time of the mastectomy 
(which is called immediate re-
construction) or it can be done 
after the mastectomy incisions 
have healed and breast cancer 
therapy has been completed 
(which is called delayed recon-
struction). Delayed reconstruc-
tion can happen months or even 
years after the mastectomy.

In a final stage of breast re-
construction, a nipple and areola 
may be re-created on the recon-
structed breast, if these were not 
preserved during the mastecto-
my.

Sometimes breast reconstruc-
tion surgery includes surgery on 
the other, or contralateral, breast 
so that the two breasts will match 
in size and shape.

How do surgeons use implants 
to reconstruct a woman's breast?

Many women who have a mas-
tectomy—surgery to remove an 
entire breast to treat or prevent 
breast cancer—have the option 
of having the shape of the re-
moved breast rebuilt.

Women who choose to have 
their breasts rebuilt have several 
options for how it can be done. 
Breasts can be rebuilt using im-
plants (saline or silicone). They 
can also be rebuilt using autolo-
gous tissue (that is, tissue from 
elsewhere in the body). Some-
times both implants and autol-
ogous tissue are used to rebuild 
the breast.

Surgery to reconstruct the 
breasts can be done (or started) 
at the time of the mastectomy 
(which is called immediate re-
construction) or it can be done 
after the mastectomy incisions 
have healed and breast cancer 
therapy has been completed 
(which is called delayed recon-
struction). Delayed reconstruc-
tion can happen months or even 
years after the mastectomy.

In a final stage of breast re-
construction, a nipple and areola 
may be re-created on the recon-
structed breast, if these were not 
preserved during the mastecto-
my.

Sometimes breast reconstruc-
tion surgery includes surgery on 
the other, or contralateral, breast 
so that the two breasts will match 
in size and shape.

How do surgeons use implants 
to reconstruct a woman's breast?

Implants are inserted under-
neath the skin or chest muscle 
following the mastectomy. (Most 
mastectomies are performed us-
ing a technique called skin-spar-
ing mastectomy, in which much 
of the breast skin is saved for use 
in reconstructing the breast.)

Implants are usually placed as 
part of a two-stage procedure.

•In the first stage, the surgeon 
places a device, called a tissue 
expander, under the skin that is 
left after the mastectomy or un-
der the chest muscle.(1, 2) The 
expander is slowly filled with sa-
line during periodic visits to the 
doctor after surgery.

•In the second stage, after 
the chest tissue has relaxed and 
healed enough, the expander is 
removed and replaced with an 
implant. The chest tissue is usu-
ally ready for the implant 2 to 6 
months after mastectomy.

In some cases, the implant can 
be placed in the breast during 
the same surgery as the mastec-
tomy—that is, a tissue expander 
is not used to prepare for the im-
plant.(3)

Surgeons are increasingly us-
ing material called acellular der-
mal matrix as a kind of scaffold 
or "sling" to support tissue ex-
panders and implants. Acellular 
dermal matrix is a kind of mesh 
that is made from donated human 
or pig skin that has been steril-
ized and processed to remove all 
cells to eliminate the risks of re-
jection and infection.

How do surgeons use tissue 
from a woman's own body to re-
construct the breast?

In autologous tissue recon-
struction, a piece of tissue con-
taining skin, fat, blood vessels, 
and sometimes muscle is taken 

Breast Reconstruction After Mastectomy
from elsewhere in a woman's 
body and used to rebuild the 
breast. This piece of tissue is 
called a flap.

Different sites in the body can 
provide flaps for breast recon-
struction. Flaps used for breast 
reconstruction most often come 
from the abdomen or back. How-
ever, they can also be taken from 
the thigh or buttocks.

Depending on their source, 
flaps can be pedicled or free.

•With a pedicled flap, the tis-
sue and attached blood vessels 
are moved together through the 
body to the breast area. Because 
the blood supply to the tissue 
used for reconstruction is left in-
tact, blood vessels do not need to 
be reconnected once the tissue is 
moved.

•With free flaps, the tissue is 
cut free from its blood supply. It 
must be attached to new blood 
vessels in the breast area, using 
a technique called microsurgery. 
This gives the reconstructed 
breast a blood supply.

Abdominal and back flaps in-
clude:

•DIEP flap: Tissue comes from 
the abdomen and contains only 
skin, blood vessels, and fat, with-
out the underlying muscle. This 
type of flap is a free flap.

•Latissimus dorsi (LD) flap: 
Tissue comes from the middle 
and side of the back. This type 
of flap is pedicled when used for 
breast reconstruction. (LD flaps 
can be used for other types of re-
construction as well.)

•SIEA flap (also called SIEP 
flap): Tissue comes from the 
abdomen as in a DIEP flap but 
includes a different set of blood 
vessels. It also does not involve 
cutting of the abdominal muscle 
and is a free flap. This type of flap 
is not an option for many wom-
en because the necessary blood 
vessels are not adequate or do not 
exist.

•TRAM flap: Tissue comes 
from the lower abdomen as in a 
DIEP flap but includes muscle. It 
can be either pedicled or free.

Flaps taken from the thigh or 
buttocks are used for women 
who have had previous major 
abdominal surgery or who don't 
have enough abdominal tissue to 
reconstruct a breast. These types 
of flaps are free flaps. With these 
flaps an implant is often used as 
well to provide sufficient breast 
volume.

•IGAP flap: Tissue comes from 
the buttocks and contains only 
skin, blood vessels, and fat.

•PAP flap: Tissue, without 
muscle, that comes from the up-
per inner thigh.

•SGAP flap: Tissue comes 
from the buttocks as in an IGAP 
flap, but includes a different set 
of blood vessels and contains 
only skin, blood vessels, and fat.

•TUG flap: Tissue, including 
muscle, that comes from the up-
per inner thigh.

In some cases, an implant and 
autologous tissue are used to-
gether. For example, autologous 
tissue may be used to cover an 
implant when there isn't enough 
skin and muscle left after mastec-
tomy to allow for expansion and 
use of an implant.(1, 2)

How do surgeons reconstruct 
the nipple and areola?

After the chest heals from re-
construction surgery and the po-
sition of the breast mound on the 
chest wall has had time to stabi-
lize, a surgeon can reconstruct the 
nipple and areola. Usually, the 
new nipple is created by cutting 
and moving small pieces of skin 
from the reconstructed breast to 
the nipple site and shaping them 
into a new nipple. A few months 
after nipple reconstruction, the 
surgeon can re-create the areola. 
This is usually done using tattoo 
ink. However, in some cases, 
skin grafts may be taken from the 
groin or abdomen and attached to 
the breast to create an areola at 
the time of the nipple reconstruc-
tion.(1)

Some women who do not have 
surgical nipple reconstruction 
may consider getting a realistic 
picture of a nipple created on the 
reconstructed breast from a tattoo 
artist who specializes in 3-D nip-
ple tattooing.

A mastectomy that preserves a 
woman's own nipple and areola, 
called nipple-sparing mastecto-
my, may be an option for some 
women, depending on the size 
and location of the breast can-
cer and the shape and size of the 
breasts.(4, 5)

What factors can affect the tim-
ing of breast reconstruction?

One factor that can affect the 
timing of breast reconstruction 
is whether a woman will need 
radiation therapy. Radiation ther-
apy can sometimes cause wound 

healing problems or infections in 
reconstructed breasts, so some 
women may prefer to delay re-
construction until after radiation 
therapy is completed. However, 
because of improvements in sur-
gical and radiation techniques, 
immediate reconstruction with an 
implant is usually still an option 
for women who will need radia-
tion therapy. Autologous tissue 
breast reconstruction is usually 
reserved for after radiation ther-
apy, so that the breast and chest 
wall tissue damaged by radiation 
can be replaced with healthy tis-
sue from elsewhere in the body.

Another factor is the type of 
breast cancer. Women with in-
flammatory breast cancer usually 
require more extensive skin re-
moval. This can make immediate 
reconstruction more challenging, 
so it may be recommended that 
reconstruction be delayed un-
til after completion of adjuvant 
therapy.

Even if a woman is a candidate 
for immediate reconstruction, she 
may choose delayed reconstruc-
tion. For instance, some women 
prefer not to consider what type 
of reconstruction to have until 
after they have recovered from 
their mastectomy and subsequent 
adjuvant treatment. Women who 
delay reconstruction (or choose 
not to undergo the procedure at 
all) can use external breast pros-
theses, or breast forms, to give 
the appearance of breasts.

What factors can affect the 
choice of breast reconstruction 
method?

Several factors can influence 
the type of reconstructive surgery 
a woman chooses. These include 
the size and shape of the breast 
that is being rebuilt, the woman's 
age and health, her history of past 
surgeries, surgical risk factors 
(for example, smoking history 
and obesity), the availability of 
autologous tissue, and the loca-
tion of the tumor in the breast.(2, 
6) Women who have had past ab-
dominal surgery may not be can-
didates for an abdominally based 
flap reconstruction.    

Each type of reconstruction 
has factors that a woman should 
think about before making a deci-
sion. Some of the more common 
considerations are listed below.

Reconstruction with Implants
Surgery and recovery
•Enough skin and muscle must 

remain after mastectomy to cover 
the implant

•Shorter surgical procedure 
than for reconstruction with au-
tologous tissue; little blood loss

•Recovery period may be 
shorter than with autologous re-
construction

•Many follow-up visits may 
be needed to inflate the expander 
and insert the implant

Possible complications
•Infection
•Accumulation of clear fluid 

causing a mass or lump (seroma) 
within the reconstructed breast(7)

•Pooling of blood (hematoma) 
within the reconstructed breast

•Blood clots
•Extrusion of the implant (the 

implant breaks through the skin)
•Implant rupture (the implant 

breaks open and saline or silicone 
leaks into the surrounding tissue)

•Formation of hard scar tissue 
around the implant (known as a 
contracture)

•Obesity, diabetes, and smok-
ing may increase the rate of com-
plications

•Possible increased risk of de-
veloping a very rare form of im-
mune system cancer called ana-
plastic large cell lymphoma(8, 9)

Other considerations
•May not be an option for pa-

tients who have previously un-
dergone radiation therapy to the 
chest

•May not be adequate for wom-
en with very large breasts

•Will not last a lifetime; the 
longer a woman has implants, the 
more likely she is to have com-
plications and to need to have her 
implants removed or replaced

•Silicone implants may feel 
more natural than saline implants

•The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) recommends that 
women with silicone implants 
undergo periodic MRI screenings 
to detect possible "silent" rupture 
of the implants

More information about im-
plants can be found on FDA's 
Breast Implants page.

Reconstruction with Autolo-
gous Tissue

Surgery and recovery
•Longer surgical procedure 

than for implants
•The initial recovery period 

may be longer than for implants
•Pedicled flap reconstruction is 

usually a shorter operation than 
free flap reconstruction and usu-

ally requires a shorter hospital-
ization

•Free flap reconstruction is a 
longer, highly technical opera-
tion compared with pedicled flap 
reconstruction that requires a sur-
geon who has experience with 
microsurgery to re-attach blood 
vessels

Possible complications
•Necrosis (death) of the trans-

ferred tissue
•Blood clots may be more fre-

quent with some flap sources
•Pain and weakness at the site 

from which the donor tissue was 
taken

•Obesity, diabetes, and smok-
ing may increase the rate of com-
plications

Other considerations
•May provide a more natural 

breast shape than implants
•May feel softer and more nat-

ural to the touch than implants
•Leaves a scar at the site from 

which the donor tissue was taken
•Can be used to replace tissue 

that has been damaged by radia-
tion therapy

All women who undergo mas-
tectomy for breast cancer expe-
rience varying degrees of breast 
numbness and loss of sensation 
(feeling) because nerves that pro-
vide sensation to the breast are 
cut when breast tissue is removed 
during surgery. However, a wom-
an may regain some sensation 
as the severed nerves grow and 
regenerate, and breast surgeons 
continue to make technical ad-
vances that can spare or repair 
damage to nerves.

Any type of breast reconstruc-
tion can fail if healing does not 
occur properly. In these cases, 
the implant or flap will have to 
be removed. If an implant recon-
struction fails, a woman can usu-
ally have a second reconstruction 
using an alternative approach.

Will health insurance pay for 
breast reconstruction?

The Women's Health and Can-
cer Rights Act of 1998 (WHCRA) 
is a federal law that requires 
group health plans and health 
insurance companies that offer 
mastectomy coverage to also 
pay for reconstructive surgery 
after mastectomy. This coverage 
must include all stages of recon-
struction and surgery to achieve 
symmetry between the breasts, 
breast prostheses, and treatment 
of complications that result 
from the mastectomy, including 
lymphedema. More information 
about WHCRA is available from 
the Department of Labor and the 
Centers for Medicare & Medic-
aid Services.

Some health plans sponsored 
by religious organizations and 
some government health plans 
may be exempt from WHCRA. 
Also, WHCRA does not apply to 
Medicare and Medicaid. How-
ever, Medicare may cover breast 
reconstruction surgery as well as 
external breast prostheses (in-
cluding a post-surgical bra) after 
a medically necessary mastecto-
my.

Medicaid benefits vary by state; 
a woman should contact her state 
Medicaid office for information 
on whether, and to what extent, 
breast reconstruction is covered.

A woman considering breast 
reconstruction may want to dis-
cuss costs and health insurance 
coverage with her doctor and in-
surance company before choos-
ing to have the surgery. Some 
insurance companies require a 
second opinion before they will 
agree to pay for a surgery.

What type of follow-up care 
and rehabilitation is needed after 
breast reconstruction?

Any type of reconstruction in-
creases the number of side effects 
a woman may experience com-
pared with those after a mastec-
tomy alone. A woman's medical 
team will watch her closely for 
complications, some of which 
can occur months or even years 
after surgery.(1, 2, 10)

Women who have either au-
tologous tissue or implant-based 
reconstruction may benefit from 
physical therapy to improve or 
maintain shoulder range of mo-
tion or help them recover from 
weakness experienced at the site 
from which the donor tissue was 
taken, such as abdominal weak-
ness.(11, 12) A physical therapist 
can help a woman use exercises 
to regain strength, adjust to new 
physical limitations, and figure 
out the safest ways to perform 
everyday activities.

Does breast reconstruction af-
fect the ability to check for breast 
cancer recurrence?

Studies have shown that breast 
reconstruction does not increase 
the chances of breast cancer 
coming back or make it harder to 
check for recurrence with mam-
mography.(13)

Women who have one breast 
removed by mastectomy will still 
have mammograms of the other 
breast. Women who have had a 
skin-sparing mastectomy or who 
are at high risk of breast can-

cer recurrence may have mam-
mograms of the reconstructed 
breast if it was reconstructed us-
ing autologous tissue. However, 
mammograms are generally not 
performed on breasts that are re-
constructed with an implant after 
mastectomy.

A woman with a breast implant 
should tell the radiology techni-
cian about her implant before she 
has a mammogram. Special pro-
cedures may be necessary to im-
prove the accuracy of the mam-
mogram and to avoid damaging 
the implant.

More information about mam-
mograms can be found in the NCI 
fact sheet Mammograms.

What are some new develop-
ments in breast reconstruction 
after mastectomy?

•Oncoplastic surgery. In gen-
eral, women who have lumpec-
tomy or partial mastectomy for 
early-stage breast cancer do not 
have reconstruction. However, 
for some of these women the 
surgeon may use plastic surgery 
techniques to reshape the breast 
at the time of cancer surgery. This 
type of breast-conserving sur-
gery, called oncoplastic surgery, 
may use local tissue rearrange-
ment, reconstruction through 
breast reduction surgery, or trans-
fer of tissue flaps. Long-term out-
comes of this type of surgery are 
comparable to those for standard 
breast-conserving surgery.(14)

•Autologous fat grafting. A 
newer type of breast reconstruc-
tion technique involves the trans-
fer of fat tissue from one part 
of the body (usually the thighs, 
abdomen, or buttocks) to the re-
constructed breast. The fat tis-
sue is harvested by liposuction, 
washed, and liquified so that it 
can be injected into the area of 
interest. Fat grafting is mainly 
used to correct deformities and 
asymmetries that may appear af-
ter breast reconstruction. It is also 
sometimes used to reconstruct an 
entire breast. Although concern 
has been raised about the lack of 
long-term outcome studies, this 
technique is considered safe.(1, 
6)
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(Cert. No. 553475 
Volunteers Serving 
Appalachian Coalfields 
(VSAC))

To: SHIRLEY CANADA, 
or heirs at law, devisees, 
creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all 
known heirs, guardians, 
conservators, fiduciaries, 
administrators, lien holders, 
co-owners, other parties 
having an undivided interest 
in the delinquent property, and 
other parties that may have 
any interest in the subject 
property. 

DISTRICT BARKERS 
RIDGE  

MAP 8  PARCEL 0033 
00000000

You will take notice 
that Volunteers Serving 
Appalachian Coalfields 
(VSAC), the purchaser of 
the following real estate, 
Certification No. 553475, 
located in BARKERS RIDGE 
District, SEC B LTS 17-18-19 
TOWN OF WELTON which 
was returned delinquent or 
nonentered in the name of 
CANADA SHIRLEY, and 
was sold by the deputy 
commissioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of 
Wyoming County at the sale 
for the delinquent taxes 
on 03/07/2022. Volunteers 
Serving Appalachian 
Coalfields (VSAC) requests 
that you be notified that a deed 
for such real estate will be 
made on or after 08/09/2022, 
as provided by law, unless 
before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or 
before 08/09/2022 will be as 
follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
08/09/2022.                $379.28

Amount of subsequent 
years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to 08/09/2022.    $0.00

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest to 
08/09/2022.                  $197.85

Additional Statutory Fees 
with Interest to 08/09/2022.  
                   $0.00

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable Brad 
Ellison, Sheriff of Wyoming 
County.               $557.13

You may redeem at any 
time before 08/09/2022 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Given under my hand 
6/3/2022

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of 

Wyoming County, 
State of West Virginia

Return this letter and 
payment to the 

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 

7/21, 26, 2, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

(Cert. No. 553474 
Volunteers Serving 
Appalachian Coalfields 
(VSAC))

To: SHIRLEY CANADA, 
DAVID CANADA, or heirs 
at law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, 
lien holders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT BARKERS 
RIDGE  

MAP 8  PARCEL 0034 
00000000

You will take notice 
that Volunteers Serving 
Appalachian Coalfields 
(VSAC), the purchaser of 
the following real estate, 
Certification No. 553474, 
located in BARKERS RIDGE 
District, BLK B LT 20 TOWN 
OF WELTON which was 
returned delinquent or 
nonentered in the name of 
CANADA DAVID & SHIRLEY, 
and was sold by the deputy 
commissioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of 
Wyoming County at the sale 
for the delinquent taxes 
on 03/07/2022. Volunteers 
Serving Appalachian 
Coalfields (VSAC) requests 
that you be notified that a deed 
for such real estate will be 
made on or after 08/09/2022, 
as provided by law, unless 
before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or 
before 08/09/2022 will be as 
follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
08/09/2022.                $328.27

Amount of subsequent 
years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to 08/09/2022.   $0.00

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest to 
08/09/2022.                  $249.70

Additional Statutory Fees 
with Interest to 08/09/2022.  
                  $0.00

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable Brad 
Ellison, Sheriff of Wyoming 
County.              $557.97

You may redeem at any 
time before 08/09/2022 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Given under my hand 
6/3/2022

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of 

Wyoming County, 
State of West Virginia

Return this letter and 
payment to the 

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 

7/21, 26, 2, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

(Cert. No. 553473 
Volunteers Serving 
Appalachian Coalfields 
(VSAC))

To: SHIRLEY CANADA, 
DAVID CANADA, or heirs 
at law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, 
lien holders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT BARKERS 
RIDGE  MAP 8  PARCEL 
0015 00000000

You will take notice 
that Volunteers Serving 
Appalachian Coalfields 
(VSAC), the purchaser of 
the following real estate, 
Certification No. 553473, 
located in BARKERS RIDGE 
District, .125 AC (S) TOWN 
OF WELTON which was 
returned delinquent or 
nonentered in the name of 
CANADA DAVID & SHIRLEY, 
and was sold by the deputy 
commissioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of 
Wyoming County at the sale 
for the delinquent taxes 
on 03/07/2022. Volunteers 
Serving Appalachian 
Coalfields (VSAC) requests 
that you be notified that a deed 
for such real estate will be 
made on or after 08/09/2022, 
as provided by law, unless 
before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or 
before 08/09/2022 will be as 
follows:

Amount equal to the taxes 
and charges due on the date 
of the sale, with interest, to 
08/09/2022.               $201.96

Amount of subsequent 
years taxes paid on the 
property, since the sale, with 
interest to 08/09/2022.    $0.00

Amount paid for the Title 
Examination and preparation 
of the list to be served and 
for preparation and service 
of notice with interest to 
08/09/2022.                  $249.70

Additional Statutory Fees 
with Interest to 08/09/2022.  
                          $0.00

Total Amount Payable to 
Sheriff - cashier check, money 
order, certified or personal 
check must be made payable 
to The Honorable Brad 
Ellison, Sheriff of Wyoming 
County.               $451.66

You may redeem at any 
time before 08/09/2022 by 
paying the above total less 
any unearned interest. 

Given under my hand 
6/3/2022

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of 

Wyoming County, 
State of West Virginia

Return this letter and 
payment to the 

WV State Auditor’s Office, 
County Collections Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, 
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia, 
25305

Questions please call 
1-888-509-6568 

7/21, 26, 2, 3tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of 
Blasting Advertisement

Notice is hereby given that 
Prime Met, Inc., 836 Euclid 
Avenue, Suite 302, Lexington, 
Kentucky 40502 intends to 
conduct blasting activities on 
surface mine Permit S500619 
located approximately 2.0 
miles North of Glen Fork 
in Oceana and Slab Fork 
Districts of Wyoming County, 
West Virginia.

Blasting activities will not 
be conducted at times other 
than those announced in the 
blasting schedule except in 
the event of an emergency 
situation where rain, lightning, 
or other atmospheric 
conditions, or operator 
or public safety requires 
unscheduled detonations.

Blasting will be conducted 
between the hours of sunrise 
and sunset every day (except 
Sundays) between March 01, 
2022 and March 01, 2023.

Ten minutes prior to and 
immediately after each blast, 
all access to the specific 
area will be safeguarded 
from unauthorized entry. The 
warning signal prior to each 
blast shall be from an air 
horn,audible to at least one-
half mile from the blast. The 
warning will be given three 
(3) minutes prior to detonation 
and will consist of three (3) 
short blasts of five (5) seconds 
duration with five (5) seconds 
between each blast. The 
all clear signal shall be one 
long blast from an air horn, of 
twenty (20) seconds duration.

Blasting shall be 
conducted in such a way so as 
to prevent adverse impacts to 
the public or the environment.

7/26, 2, 9, 16, 4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Tariff Form No. 8-C
(Tariff Rule 14.2 et seq. (Historical Rule 30-C))

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES UPON 
APPLICATION

NOTICE is hereby given that MOUNTAINEER GAS 
COMPANY, a public utility, has filed with the PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA, an application containing 
increased rates, tolls and charges for furnishing natural gas 
service to approximately 220,000 customers at various locations 
in the Counties of Barbour, Berkeley, Boone, Braxton, Brooke, 
Cabell, Calhoun, Clay, Doddridge, Fayette, Gilmer, Grant, 
Greenbrier, Hancock, Hardy, Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Kanawha, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Marion, Marshall, Mason, 
McDowell, Mercer, Mineral, Mingo, Monongalia, Monroe, 
Morgan, Nicholas, Ohio, Pendleton, Preston, Putnam, Raleigh, 
Randolph, Ritchie, Roane, Summers, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, 
Wayne, Wetzel, Wirt, Wood, and Wyoming.

The proposed increased rates and charges will become 
effective November 1, 2022, unless otherwise ordered by 
the Public Service Commission, and will increase revenue 
approximately $90,914,544 annually, an increase of 
approximately 73.8%.  

The average monthly bill for the various classes of customers 
of Mountaineer Gas COMPANY will be changed as follows:

 ................................ INCREASE ................INCREASE
Residential ..............$ 25.08 ......................34.67 %
Commercial .............$ 125.40 ....................42.35 %
Industrial..................$ 28,212.95 ...............117.09 %
Resale .....................$ 2,404.00 .................55.78 %
     

 
Resale customers of MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY 

include Canaan Valley Gas Co., Cardinal Natural Gas Company 
Northern Division (formerly known as Lumberport-Shinnston 
Gas Company and Blacksville Oil & Gas Company, Inc.,) 
Consumers Gas Utility Co., Dominion Energy WV, Megan Oil 
and Gas, City of Philippi, and Southern Public Service. 

The increases shown are based on averages of all 
customers in the indicated class. Each class may receive an 
increase greater or less than stated here. Individual customers 
may receive increases that are greater or less than average.  
Furthermore, the requested increased rates and charges 
are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or 
decreases) by the Public Service Commission in its review of 
this filing.  Any increase in rates and charges will not become 
effective until authorized and approved by the Public Service 
Commission. If a hearing is conducted, notice will be given of 
the time and place of hearing.

A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a 
representative of the Company to provide any information 
requested concerning it, is available to all customers, 
prospective customers, or their agents at the following offices 
of the Company:

Mountaineer Gas Company Office
• 501 56th Street SE, Charleston, West Virginia 25304.

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection 
at the office of the Executive Secretary of the PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

The Rule 30-C procedure is designed to provide a 
procedure for changing rates charged to customers by natural 
gas distribution utilities based exclusively on the cost of 
purchased gas.  Consequently, protest should be limited to the 
reasonableness of such costs and the method by which they 
are calculated.  Anyone desiring to protest or intervene should 
file a written protest or notice of intervention within twenty-
five (25) days following the date of this publication unless 
otherwise modified by Commission order.  Failure to timely 
intervene can affect your rights to protest any rate increases 
and to participate in future proceedings. Requests to intervene 
must comply with the Commission’s rules on intervention set 
forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  
All interventions must be mailed or hand-delivered and be 
addressed to Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission 
of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323.  Protests 
may be filed online through the Commission website using the 
“Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed to the Executive 
Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 
812, Charleston, WV 25323.

8/2, 9, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Request for Bids

The Wyoming County 
Board of Education is 
requesting bids from qualified 
contractors for the following 
project: 

Sewer Plant Operation/
Maintenance/Reporting at 6 
Locations

Sealed bids will be 
received at the office of the 
Superintendent of Schools 
until 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, 
August 18, 2022. 

A mandatory pre-bid 
meeting will be held at the 
office of the Director of 
Operations and Facilities on 
Monday, August 15, 2022 
beginning at 9:00 A.M. The 
work scope will be discussed 
in detail at this time, so 
attendance is required to bid 
the work. 

Bid award will be based 
on the lowest bid meeting 
the sewer plant operation 
specifications. 

Bid shall be submitted on 
appropriate bid form and shall 
include all costs to complete 
the work as specified. Bids will 
be awarded per school or site 
only based on combined bid 
total per school or site. 

Bidding instructions and 
specifications are available 
from Robert Lyons, Director 
of Operations and Facilities, 
at PO Box 69, Pineville, WV 
24874, telephone 304-732-
6262 ext. 1222. 

The Wyoming County 
Board of Education is an 
equal opportunity employer 
and hereby reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids for any 
reason. 

By Deirdre A. Cline
Superintendent

8/2, 9, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE Notice of Request for Bids

The Wyoming County 
Board of Education is 
requesting bids from qualified 
contractors for the following 
project: 

Water Treatment 
Services at Baileysville 
Elementary and Middle/Huff 
Consolidated Elementary 
and Middle Schools

Sealed bids will be 
received at the office of the 
Superintendent of Schools 
until 2:00 P.M. on Friday, 
August 26, 2022. 

A mandatory pre-bid 
meeting will be held at the 
office of the Director of 
Operations and Facilities on 
Tuesday, August 23, 2022 
beginning at 9:00 A.M. The 
work scope will be discussed 
in detail at this time, so 
attendance is required to bid 
the work. 

Bid award will be based 
on the lowest bid meeting 
the water treatment services 
specifications. 

Bid shall be submitted on 
appropriate bid form and shall 
include all costs to complete 
the work as specified. Bids will 
be awarded per school or site 
only based on combined bid 
total per school or site. 

Bidding instructions and 
specifications are available 
from Robert Lyons, Director 
of Operations and Facilities, 
at PO Box 69, Pineville, WV 
24874, telephone 304-732-
6262 ext. 1222. 

The Wyoming County 
Board of Education is an 
equal opportunity employer 
and hereby reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids for any 
reason. 

By Deirdre A. Cline
Superintendent

8/2, 9, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Request for Bids

The Wyoming County 
Board of Education is 
requesting bids from qualified 
contractors for the following 
project: 

Weed and Brush Cutting 
Services

Sealed bids will be 
received at the office of the 
Superintendent of Schools 
until 2:00 P.M. on Friday, 
August 19, 2022. 

A mandatory pre-bid 
meeting will be held at the 
office of the Director of 
Operations and Facilities on 
Monday, August 16, 2022 
beginning at 9:00 A.M. The 
work scope will be discussed 
in detail at this time, so 
attendance is required to bid 
the work. 

Bid award will be based 
on the lowest bid meeting 
the weed and brush cutting 
specifications. 

Bid shall be submitted on 
appropriate bid form and shall 
include all costs to complete 
the work as specified. Bids will 
be awarded per school or site 
only based on combined bid 
total per school or site. 

Bidding instructions and 
specifications are available 
from Robert Lyons, Director 
of Operations and Facilities, 
at PO Box 69, Pineville, WV 
24874, telephone 304-732-
6262 ext. 1222. 

The Wyoming County 
Board of Education is an 
equal opportunity employer 
and hereby reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids for any 
reason. 

By Deirdre A. Cline
Superintendent

8/2, 9, 2tc

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING OF THE COUNTY 

COMISSION OF LOGAN 
COUNTY 

The County Commission 
of Logan County will hold a 
special meeting at 9:00 am 
on Friday, August 19, 2022, 
in the Commission Office, 
Logan County Courthouse, 
Logan, West Virginia, to 
consider the rate increases 
and waterline extension 
project proposed by the Logan 
County Public Service District 
in a Resolution adopted June 
21, 2022 and presented to the 
County Commission on July 7, 
2022. This meeting is open to 
the public. 

Dated: August 1, 2022 
/s/ John A. Turner 
County Clerk

8/2, 1tc

LEGAL NOTICE

By Duncan Slade, Mountain State Spotlight

West Virginia Ignored Recommendations for Fixing Racial 
Disparities in Public School Discipline  

This story was 
originally published 
by Mountain State 
Spotlight. Get stories 
like this delivered to 
your email inbox once a 
week; sign up for the free 
newsletter at https://
mountainstatespotlight.
org/newsletter     

More than two 
years ago, education 
researcher Sheila 
C o l e m a n - C a s t e l l s 
stood in front of 
members of the 
West Virginia House 
Education Committee 
to present a solution to 
a pressing issue.

C o l e m a n - C a s t e l l s 
had been hired by 
nonprofit Our Future 
WV to create a 
comprehensive plan 
to address the issue 
of racial disparities 
in school discipline. 
Black children were 
being suspended 
far more often than 
other students, both 
in West Virginia and 

nationwide. And that disparity 
was leading to lower test scores 
and higher rates of incarceration 
for those Black students.

“Invest in our children now, and 
they will invest in our beloved 
Mountain State for the rest of their 
lives,” Coleman-Castells wrote.

But lawmakers didn’t take 
action, choosing instead to kick the 
can down the road. They passed a 
bill requiring the state Department 
of Education to collect more data 
on the issue, and charging them to 
come up with a plan to address it. 

The first batch of data was 
delivered on Sunday; it confirmed 
that little has changed over the past 
decade, and education officials 
and lawmakers still haven’t 
broached the subject of how to fix 
the existing problems.

“The fact that [the new report] 
is unwieldy and unreadable is bad 
enough,” said Coleman-Castells, 
a former public school teacher 
who spent two decades training 
teachers as well as working with 
federal agencies on education 
research and equity issues. “But 
it doesn’t tell you what they’re 
going to do in the future. And that, 
I think, is its biggest flaw.”

Research trail to nowhere
When Coleman-Castells 

presented her plan to lawmakers 
in 2020, West Virginia  already 
had an established record of racial 
disparities in how public school 
kids were disciplined. 

Her proposal included four 
initiatives to provide support and 
training to key groups: parents, 
students, current teachers and 
future teachers.

It proposed a Black parents 
collective to help parents advocate 
for their children, a Black student 
success initiative to help children 

be prepared for post-
secondary education or 
the workforce, a program 
to provide training to 
current West Virginia 
teachers about how to 
teach Black students and 
a program to help the 
state recruit and retain 
Black teachers.

C o l e m a n - C a s t e l l s 
asked the Legislature to 
help fund the programs 
and had letters of 
support from then-
state Superintendent of 
Schools Steven Paine and 
Fred Albert, president 
of the West Virginia 
chapter of the American 
Federation of Teachers.

“Moving forward, 
the intent of the WV 
Department of Education 
is to work as a collaborator 
and partner with you 
and other entities, 
including community 
organizations and local 
school systems, to 
address the inequities that 

affect the lives of Black West 
Virginians disproportionately,” 
wrote Paine, who had already 
announced his retirement when 
he wrote the letter.

Lawmakers passed the bill 
requiring the state to analyze 
more data. That new data 
from West Virginia education 
officials shows there are still 
stark disparities in the ways 
that Black students, low-
income students and students 
with disabilities are disciplined 
in state public schools. And 
there’s still no plan.

The 14-page document given 
to lawmakers Sunday is little 
more than a collection of links 
and data without context. It 
contains nothing about how the 
data was collected, has a section 
with data missing and includes 
inaccurate data in another 
place. Unlike previous reports 
from the state Department of 
Education, it does not include 
any recommendations or 

(continued on Page 6)
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By Autumn Shelton, 
West Virginia Press 

Association
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 

Speaking at Tuesday’s meeting 
of the Joint Committee on 
Government and Finance, 
State Sen. Tom Takubo, 
R-Kanawha, was clear on his 
opinion of West Virginia’s new 
electronic death certificate 
filing system.

“I think this system has been 
horrible. What’s concerning 
to me is it won’t let you list 
the primary and the secondary 
causes of death. It won’t let 
you do that.,” Sen. Takubo 
said.

During the meeting, 
members the committee were 
provided with updates from 
numerous state department 
officials. Of those updates, 
one area of concern centered 
around the state’s electronic 
death certificate filing system 
and another concern involved 
the slow implementation of 
the WV Department of Health 
and Human Services’ (DHHR) 
Integrated Eligibility System. 

Dr. Ayne Amjad, director of 
the Bureau for Public Health, 
appeared before the committee 
to speak about the state’s Vital 
Registration System–used 
in the preparation of death 
certificates.

Amjad stated that in January 
2019, Netsmart was contracted 
to provide hosting services 
and IT support for the system. 

“Around April of 2020, the 
project was deemed to be at 
risk” due to unfulfilled change 
orders and excessive turnover, 
Amjad explained. “By January 
of 2021, we did engage our 
legal counsel to look into that 
contract for failure to meet 
their milestones.” 

The DHHR terminated their 
contract with Netsmart in 

W.Va. Legislative Committee: Opinions Differ on 
New State Electronic Death Certificate System

April of 2021, after paying out 
$141,000 of the $2.4 million 
contract. The DHHR has 
since secured the services of 
VitalCheck to assume hosting 
and IT responsibilities. To 
date, according to Amjad, 
VitalCheck has been paid $1 
million by the state for “the 
death-registration system that 
is currently in effect.”

Currently, as Amjad 
explained, there are “about 
5,900 users of the electronic 
system in the state. That 
consists of funeral directors, 
medical certifiers, hospice care 
facilities, and so on. In 2022, 
so far, we have registered over 
13,500 deaths. The majority of 
those have been electronic.”

Amjad further stated that 
user reviews have been 
generally positive, with only a 
few complaints. 

“The benefits of the 
electronic death certificate 
system – it does improve 
accuracy and completeness,” 
Amjad noted. “If anyone has 
ever filled out those death 
certificates – and this has 
happened to me as well – it 
comes back to you if there’s 
anything that isn’t legible. 
This way, it gets to the 
National Center for Health 
Statistics faster.”

Addressing the system, 
Takubo also expressed his 
concern that death certificates 
are being completed with 
an inaccurate cause of death 
listed simply to expedite an 
overly-cumbersome filing 
process.

“I think it’s going to skew 
data when we’re trying to 
track some of these things 
down the road.”

“If providers are not finding 
what they want, I would 
hope they’re not just putting 
something in to get by,” 

Amjad concluded. “If there’s 
something missing, a provider 
can call in and someone will 
walk them through it. Unless 
someone tells us, we don’t 
know what they’re struggling 
with.” 

To address the DHHR’s 
Integrated Eligibility System, 
Justin Davis, assistant to 
DHHR Cabinet Secretary Bill 
Crouch, appeared before the 
committee. 

The Integrated Eligibility 
System is anticipated to 
become a single framework 
to house three of the DHHR’s 
current operating systems–
including the child welfare 
system, Davis explained. 

The $308 million, 10-year 
contract with Optum to create 
this fully integrated system 
within 29-months was awarded 
in November 2017. 

However, nearly five 
years later, numerous policy 
changes, the pandemic and 
other factors have prevented 
the project from moving 
forward as quickly as was 
initially anticipated. 

The first phase of the 
consolidation process “went 
live in February 2020” when 
the former online application 
system inROADS was replaced 
with WV PATH, Davis said, 
adding that this switchover 
modernized the way people 
can apply for Medicaid, SNAP 
benefits, energy assistance 
and more.

Roughly 84% of project 
funding is federal with 
remaining funding provided 
by the state, Davis noted. 
He said costs have not risen 
above the initial $308 million 
contract. 

The ultimate goal of the 
new system is to allow the 
DHHR to move quickly 
with regulatory changes 

and provide coordinated 
services for child welfare case 
management, which has been 
slated for system integration 
this year, he stated.

Other speakers appeared 
before the committee to discuss 
state-wide projects that are 
moving along as anticipated 
— Roads to Prosperity and 
broadband access.

Jimmy Wriston, cabinet 
secretary of the Department 
of Transportation, discussed 
Roads to Prosperity.

According to Wriston, the 
Grant Anticipation Revenue 
Vehicle Bond (GARVEE) 
projects are complete and in 
the process of a federal close-
out. Depending on the August 
Redistribution process, which 
allows states to request 
additional funds, West Virginia 
may finish those projects with 
very little service debt. 

Various General Obligation 
Bond projects are all 
“under contract and under 
construction,” he continued. 
The 2021 General Obligation 
Bond (4) project will be under 
contract by the end of this 
year. 

WV Turnpike Bond projects 
should be complete this year, 
Wriston stated. 

In response to a question 
from House Speaker Roger 
Hanshaw, R-Clay, about the 
impact of inflation on project 
cost, Wriston said it is putting 
stress on contracting partners. 

“We do have escalation 
clauses for asphalt and fuel 
in our contract,” Wriston 
explained. “We are struggling, 
but we are struggling together. 
We are working through our 
plans. We are going to put as 
many projects out as we can 
afford.” 

Next, Kelly Workman, 
director of the Office of 

Broadband, provided a status 
update of programs designed 
to introduce broadband to 
West Virginia’s underserved 
areas. 

Workman shared the 
four main strategies of the 
West Virginia Broadband 
Investment Plan: leverage 
private investment, involve 
local government, encourage 
public/private partnerships, 
and connect the unconnected. 

According to Workman, 
the Office of Broadband has 
funded 10 separate projects 
“totaling about $21 million” 
through their Line Extension 
Program. 

“Those projects will serve 
about 6,000 residents,” 
Workman noted. “They will 
generate about 430-miles of 
fiber infrastructure within the 
state.”

Workman added that 
two upcoming projects in 
Preston County will create an 
additional 150-miles of fiber 
optic line, while servicing 
approximately 3,000 residents. 

The Office of Broadband 
has also partnered with 
the Department of Natural 
Resources to determine the 
most efficient method  to 
provide broadband service 
to West Virginia State Parks. 
Watoga State Park, according 
to Workman, will be the first 
to receive such service. 

“The State of West Virginia 
has received its allocation 
of Capital Projects Funds,” 
Workman said. “That’s $136 
million that is coming from the 
U.S. Department of Treasury. 
Thus far we have allocated one 
project through that funding 
source – the Comcast project 
in the Northern Panhandle. 
West Virginia was among the 
first four states in the nation to 
be approved for that funding.” 

By Matt Young, 
West Virginia Press 

Association
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 

The Legislative Oversight 
Committee on Regional Jail 
and Correctional Facility 
Authority, on Tuesday, heard 
testimony from Brad Douglas, 
chief of staff for the W.Va. 
Division of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation (DCR). 
Douglas’ talking points 
included current DCR staffing 
concerns, as well as several 
recent “legislative initiatives” 
designed to enhance the state’s 
rehabilitation efforts.  

“At the end of June, we had 
983 total vacancies,” Douglas 
began. “This is significantly 
worse than when we thought it 
was really bad a couple of years 
ago. We started to do really 
good after the corrections 
consolidation and the ‘2-2-2’ 
corrections pay raise that the 
legislature and the governor 
passed a few years ago.”

The “corrections 
consolidation,” and the “2-2-
2” pay raise were both enacted 
in 2018. The “consolidation” 
saw the restructuring of 
several departments beneath 
the correctional department 
umbrella, while the pay raise 
provided an additional $6,000 
in the salaries of current 
officers, as well as an increase 
in the starting salary of those 

West Virginia Legislative Oversight Committee Told of 983 
Staffing Vacancies at Regional Jails, Correctional Facilities

newly hired. 
“COVID did the same thing 

to us that it’s done to many 
people, and it’s been downhill 
since then,” Douglas said. 
“We have had significant 
issues recruiting and retaining 
staff. It’s a tough job on the 
best day.”

Despite the increased 
salaries offered to correctional 
officers in recent years, 
Douglas noted, they remain 
“not as competitive as we 
thought they were.” 

Douglas explained that the 
statewide officer-vacancy rate 
is “about 30%.”

“I also want to highlight 
some facilities that are worse 
than that,” Douglas added. “We 
now have officer-vacancies of 
70% at Vicki Douglas Juvenile 
Center, 53% at Chick Buckbee 
Juvenile Center, 58% at 
Eastern Regional Jail, 65% at 
Potomac Highlands Regional 
Jail, 48% at Northern Regional 
Jail, and 42% at Western 
Regional Jail.”

The current starting salary 
of a corrections officer in West 
Virginia is $33,214. 

“Just in the last six years 
or so we’ve gone from 
$22,000 starting salary 
to $33,000, which is just 
amazing,” Douglas said. “But 
unfortunately the situation 
we’re in now with our 
competitors – everybody else 

increased their rate of pay, as 
well.”

Douglas explained how the 
significant staffing shortage 
has resulted in the need for 
some officers to work five 16-
hour shifts per week, before 
transitioning the discussion 
to the state’s recently enacted 
“work release pilot program.” 
Douglas presented the 
program as one of the more 
positive DCR developments of 
recent years. 

“The beds (in work release 
centers) are not full now,” 
Douglas told the committee. 
“We still have a few beds in 
those facilities, but we’re 
working every day to fill 
those.”

Douglas explained how 
although stricter guidelines 
enforced during the COVID-19 
pandemic limited DCR’s 
ability to relocate inmates into 
work release facilities, those 
restrictions were lifted this 
past April. 

“We’re still in the process 
of moving inmates in and 
determining if they’re 
appropriate for a work release 
placement, because the work 
release unit is really the last 
stop,” Douglas said. “So it’s 
going to take us a little bit to 
get those beds full, but that’s 
what we’re working on.”

To be eligible for placement 
at a work release facility, an 

inmate must be classified as 
“minimum security,” and be 
scheduled for release within 
24-months. While enrolled in 
the program, participants leave 
the facility each day to attend 
their job, and have access to a 
“variety of re-entry services,” 
according to Douglas.

“We’re very proud of our 
work release units,” Douglas 
added.

“The empty beds in the work 
release program, is that due to 
folks who just don’t qualify?” 
Del. Bryan Ward, R-Hardy, 
asked at the conclusion of 
Douglas’ presentation.

“It is entirely due to 
COVID,” Douglas replied. 
“Because we weren’t moving 
people during COVID, we got 
behind. We have offenders that 
are going to be placed in those 
facilities. It’s just a matter of 
getting them moved down the 
system.” 

“This is a world class 
program, and it hasn’t gotten 
the attention it deserves over 
the years,” Douglas added, 
before explaining how the 
program’s ability to grow 
going forward is limited only 
by staffing. 

Sen. Charles Clements, 
R-Wetzel, then shifted the 
conversation slightly when 
he requested an explanation 
of certain statistics 
regarding those released 

from incarceration through 
the “non-violent offense 
program.”

“There were 28 individuals 
who have had their parole 
revoked,” Wetzel said. “I just 
wondered, out of curiosity, 
were they for technical 
violations, or serious 
offenses?”

While Douglas did not 
have that information readily 
available, he did explain 
that parole-revocations only 
account for about eight-
percent of offenders released 
through the non-violent 
offense program. The other 
92% are typically taken off 
parole after the successful 
completion of one year.

“What research has shown is 
there is really no public-safety 
benefit to keeping people on 
parole for extended periods 
of time,” Douglas said. “They 
will inevitably do something 
that might not get me or you 
put in jail – like having a beer 
on Friday night – but will land 
them in jail. And that starts a 
whole other cycle of being in 
jail, and losing their job, et 
cetera.”

The Oversight Committee 
will reconvene during 
September’s Interim 
Legislative Session, when 
they will be presented with a 
full report pertaining to the 
per diem jail fee. 

analysis of the data.
“This isn’t anything that any 

parent or even any education 
research professional can read 
and truly know what’s going on 
in the schools,” said Coleman-
Castells.

Drew McClanahan, director 
of government relations for the 
state Department of Education, 
presented the 2022 report to 
lawmakers and acknowledged 
the discipline disparities. He 

added that the department was 
“still committed” to identifying 
the root cause of discipline 
disparities and addressing 
them.

After an initial email 
answering a question about the 
data, West Virginia Department 
of Education officials did not 
respond via email to further, 
detailed questions about 
inaccuracies within the report 
and plans for addressing the 

disparities shown by the data.
Sen. Rollan Roberts, a 

Republican from Raleigh 
County and a sponsor of 
the 2020 bill, was the only 
lawmaker to speak on Sunday 
in reaction to the report.

“I think this is the first step,” 
Roberts said, nearly a decade 
after the department started 
studying the issue of school 
discipline. “I think that’s what 
the intention was of the bill. To 

bring out the numbers, figure 
out what the trends are, and 
then begin to address those 
trends and I think that’s what 
you’ve communicated to us 
today.”

But meanwhile, community 
leaders like Charleston’s Rev. 
Matthew Watts have been 
raising alarms for years of 
the long-term effects of these 
disparities on West Virginia 
kids.

“[The impact of school 
discipline] falls heavily on the 
most marginalized, and the 
poorest people,” Watts said, 
adding that he wants to work 
together with school officials 
to address the issue. “And the 
cycle will be perpetuated until 
we come together and figure 
out how to address it today.”

Reach reporter Duncan 
Slade at duncanslade@
mountainstatespotlight.org.

West Virginia Ignored Recommendations for Fixing Racial 
Disparities in Public School Discipline  

(continued from Page 5)
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Charleston WV – The 
following events happened 
on these dates in West Vir-
ginia history. To read more, 
go to e-WV: The West Vir-

This Week In West Virginia History

Alex Schoenbaum

Billy Cox

Desales Heights Nuns

Jennings Randolph

ginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Aug. 3, 1897: Fire de-

stroyed much of downtown 
Lewisburg. The town rebuilt 
and evolved in the next cen-
tury into the hub of one of 

the state’s major farming ar-
eas and a center for educa-
tion and the arts.

Aug. 3, 1907: Harley Or-
rin Staggers Sr. was born in 

Keyser. Staggers served in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives for 32 years.

Aug. 4, 1824: John Jay 
Jackson Jr. was born near 
Parkersburg. Jackson was 
a prominent judge who 

became notorious among 
those trying to organize la-
bor unions in West Virgin-
ia. He blocked an effort by 
Mother Jones and United 

Mine Workers leaders to or-
ganize the miners of north-
ern West Virginia.

Aug. 4, 1897: Musician 
William Jennings ‘‘Billy’’ 
Cox was born near Charles-
ton. Cox, known as the 
‘‘Dixie Songbird,’’ ranked as 
one of West Virginia’s pre-
mier country music vocal-
ists and songwriters during 
the 1930s. 

Aug. 5, 1958: Jennings 
Randolph defeated former 
governor William Marland 
in the Democratic primary 
for U.S. Senate. Randolph 
went on to become the se-

nior senator from West Vir-
ginia.

Aug. 6, 1864: Delayed 
three times by the Civil 
War, Sisters of the Visita-
tion of Holy Mary finally ar-
rived in Parkersburg, where 
they later founded DeSales 
Heights boarding school for 
young women.

Aug. 7, 1864: In what be-
came known as the Battle of 
Moorefield, Union troops 
under Gen. William W. 
Averell attacked the head-
quarters of Gen. Bradley 
Johnson. The Confederates 
were routed and fled south 

Harley Staggers

into the town; the Union 
captured 500 men and 400 
horses.

Aug. 7, 1877: West Vir-
ginia voters chose Charles-
ton as the state capital over 
Clarksburg and Martins-
burg.

Aug. 8, 1915: Businessman 
Alex Schoenbaum was born 
in Richmond, Va. After set-
tling in Charleston in 1943, 
he went into the restaurant 
business. His restaurants 
were named Shoney’s when 
Schoenbaum’s nickname 
was selected in an employee 
contest.

Aug. 9, 1916: A storm 
front from the northwest 
dumped nearly six inches of 
rain in less than five hours 
on the headwaters of Cabin 
Creek in eastern  Kanawha 
County. 71 people died and 
900 homes were destroyed 
in the flood.

e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia is a project 
of the West Virginia Hu-
manities Council. For more 
information, contact the 
West Virginia Humanities 
Council, 1310 Kanawha 
Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 
25301; (304) 346-8500; or 

visit e-WV at www.wvency-
clopedia.org. 

John Jay Jackson Jr.



Dear Savvy Senior,
How do I go about selling unwanted burial plots 

in my hometown cemetery? When my parents died 
about 25 years ago my husband (at the time) and I 
bought two plots near them in the same cemetery. 
But we’ve gotten divorced since then and have both 
moved out of state. Besides that, I would like to be 
cremated instead of buried. 

Looking to Sell

Dear Looking,
Life changes such as relocating, family disputes 

and divorce, along with the growing popularity of cre-
mation in the U.S., is causing more and more people 
to sell previously purchased burial plots they don’t in-
tend to use any longer. But, depending on where you 
live and the location of the cemetery, selling a plot 
can be difficult. And, if you do sell it, you’ll probably 
get less than what you initially paid for it. Here’s are a 
few tips to get you started.

Contact the cemetery: Your first step in selling your 
unwanted burial plots is to contact the cemetery and 
find out if they would be interested in buying them 
back, or if you’re allowed to sell them yourself to an-
other person or family. And if so, what paperwork will 
you need to complete the sale and is there a transfer 
fee? 

Some states require sellers to offer the plot back to 
the cemetery before selling it to others. 

Selling options: If you find that it’s OK to sell your 
plots yourself, many people choose to use a broker. 
There are a number of companies, like PlotBrokers.
com and GraveSolutions.com, that will list your plots 
for sale and handle the transaction for a fee and pos-

How to Sell Unwanted 
Burial Plots

sibly a commission. If you go this route, you’ll sign 
paperwork giving the broker permission to work on 
your behalf. Listings can last up to three years or 
until the plots sell. 

Alternatively, or simultaneously, you can also list 
them yourself on sites like The Cemetery Exchange, 
GraveSales.com along with eBay and Craigslist, 
and handle the transaction yourself. In the ad, be 
sure to post pictures, describe the area where the 
cemetery is located and give the plot locations. 

What to ask: Appropriate pricing is key to selling 
your plots. It’s recommended that you find out what 
the cemetery is selling their plots for today and ask 
at least 20 percent less. If you’re pricing too close 
to what the cemetery charges, there’s no incentive 
for potential buyers.

Beware of scammers: If you choose to sell your 
plots yourself, it’s not unusual for scam artist to 
reach out and try to get your personal financial in-
formation. Phone calls tend to be more genuine 
than emails and text messages. 

Donate them: If you don’t have any luck selling 
your plots, and if money isn’t an issue, you can do-
nate them to charity such as a religious congrega-
tion, a local veteran’s group or an organization that 
aids the homeless. To get a tax deduction, you’ll 
need an appraisal, which a cemetery or broker may 
supply for a fee. ? ?

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. 
Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySen-
ior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy Senior” book.
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